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A 
[DISCOURSE 


Concerning the 


French 


MONARCHY 
AND 
ABSOLUTE POWER 


Hen the Roman Empire 
went to wrack, all the 
Proyinces were drain'd, 
all the Inhabitants fit for 
Arms carried away for Recruits to ſup- | 
port it : By theſe means the Provinces | | 


were left cxpoled to the violence arid in-, 
-vaſien of Strangers, which gaye occa- j 
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ſion to the many turns and changes in 
theſe parts of the world. Thus the Sa- 
xons or Engliſh became Maſters of Bri- 
tain, and the French (another people of 
Germany) took that opportunity to ad: 
vance beyond their borders , and puſh 
on their advantage till they got poſſel- 
ſion of all the fair Territory ; and the 
very name of Gauls was {ſwallowed up 
by them ; and henceforward Britain 
and Gau/ began now to be called Zzglazd 
and France, 

As with us grew ſeveral diſtintions 
(from our ſituation) of Vorthfolk, South- 


folk, Faſtſex, Southſex; 1o the French 


were divided into Eaftrians and Weſtri- 
ans: The Country where the former 
liv'd, by - ſome corruption was named 
Auſtraſia, and this other NVewſtria ; till 
ſuch time as the Danes growing trouble- 
{ome to their Neighbours, partof them 
overran £npland, and another Band of 
them that they called Northmans, ſub- 
dued Frarce ; and after much buſtle ſeat- 
ed themſelves in Vewſtria, which from 
thence took the name of /Vormanay. 
How long theſe French , after they 
WCre 
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and Abſolute Power. 3 


were thus tranſplanted retain'd their 
Geranan liberty,l ſhall not now examine; 
only 1 find ſome of their Authors look 
askue upon the Court of Rome on that 
occaſion; they had complained rhat their 
Language grew Italianiz'd, their man- 
ners Italianiz'd : But when the Pope 
came to keep his Court at Aviznon, new 
Phraſes and new Forms crept alſo into 
their policy. Then came in faſhion 
thoſe Letters 4, propre monnement, &c. 
which that man of.Morals, Aozfteur Pi- 
trach could ſo ill digeſt. 


Fe hay les mots de puiſſance abſolite, 

De plain pounoir, de propre monuenent ; 
Aux Saints decrets ils ont premierement, 
Puis a nos loix la puiſſance tollie. 


The Pope firſt employed them to rew- 
der the Laws of the Church of no effett. 

Their Champions for ſolute Power 
acknowledge, that the King is tyed to 
forms:;that his Commands will not move 
but in the proper Channel ; that the 
Kings leters have not any force or vertue 
unleſs they be undzrlign'd by a Sec — 
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4 Of the French Monarchy 
of State ; nor his Letters Patents, unleſs 
they be ſo ſign'd; and then ſealed by the 


Chancellor, who has it in his power to | 
cancel them,8 who ſeals them not with-. | 
out the advice of one or twoMaſtersof the | 


Requeſts aſſiſting atthe Seal;8 who is,as 


it were,a ſevere Controuler of the Kings | 
orders,ediats,wills,commands, & grants. | 


Baracane de» But fa y they — = 
fence de la Mo- Pape meſme n'ont aucune 
narchy, Fr. p- yertu 1 elles ne font fignees 
el par le greffier,Secretaire,ou 
dataire ſeelces par le ſeelleur, Gardeſaux 
ou Chancellier,quoy pour cela? Ceſt or- 
dre a eſte lagement eſtabli par tous les 
Princes & ſeigneurs, tant ſpirituels,que 
temporels, pour ſe garantir des furprin- 
ſes & obvier aux fauſſetez. Il eſt plus 
malaiſe de contrefaire deux ſeings, 8 
falſifher un ſeau , que d'en contrefaire 


un ſeulement. Le ſecretaire d'eſtat, ou 


de la coronne ne fignera jamais aucunes 
lettres, fi le Roy ne Iuy commande ; & 
ſes lettres, qui ſuivant les Ordonnances 
du Roy, doivent eftre ſignees par un ſe- 


cretaire d'eſtat, ne paſſeront point auf 


feav; {i elles ne ſont munies du ſeing du 
| Secretaire, 
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Secretaire, & i elles ſont contraires a 
volunte du Roy, exprimee par ſes Edits 
& Ordonnances, le Chancellier neles ſe- 

| ellera point, que premicrement il n'en 
:} aye avert le Roy, tout celaen un mot 
- | tend au ſervice du Roy : Et dele youloir 
| renverſer contre le Roy, c'eſt tourner la 
' | lumiere en tenebres, convertir le feu en 
| glace,8 mettre la terre par deſſus le ciel. 
| Neither have the Letters of the Pope him 
| [elf any wertue, if they be not ſipned by the 
Clerk , Secretary, or Dators ; and ſealed 
by the Sealer, Sealkeeper, or Chaucellor : 
Fhat of a!l this? Fhis order has been wiſe. 
| /s [eitled by all Princes and Lords as well 
"| ſpiritual as temporal, to ſecure them againſt 
| ſurpriſes, and to prevent forgeries ; it be- 
ing more difficult to xfous-af two Sign- 
inos and one Seal, than if there mere but 
one hand to be foraed. The Secretary of 
State ſhall never ſign any /etters unlefs 
the King command him, and they ſhall ne- 


ver come to the Seal, unleſs they be fortifi- 
ed with the fiening of the Secretary; and if 
they be contrary to the Kings 1Vill expreſſed 
inhis Laws, the Chanceltor ſpall never ſeal 

them, till he has advertiſed th: Kino there- 
A 3 of. 
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of. All this, in a word, is for the Kings 
ſervice ; and to count this a leſſening of | 
the King , is to turn light into dark-| 
refs, fire into ice, and to ſet earth above 


heaves, 


Then for the power which the Par- | 
liament ſeems to exerciſe in approv- } 
ing or refuſing any publick Atts , | 
Grants, Orders, Oſficers, cc. made by |} 


the King : T his makes no Argument a- 


oainſt his Abſolute Power, the ſame Do- | 
Ctor tells us ; Qu'il eſt neceſlaire qu'elles | 


ſoient ſolennellement reconues , enregi- 


trees, & ns, pour eviter les obre- 
U 


ptions , ſubreptions , 8 ſurprinſes qui 


pourroient eſcheoir en Pimpetration des | 


lettres, des offices, & des autres ; 8 
meſmes pour vuider les oppoſitions qui 
peuuent eſtre formees par ceux qui y 
pretendont quelque intereſt. Auquel 
le Roy n'entend deroger, fi n'en eſt fait 
expreſſe mention dans icelles ; & pour 
ces cauſes telles lettres ſont preſentecs ou 
Parlement, avant que les pourveus des 
Offices entrenten exerciſe ou iouiſſance 
d'iceux, & quant le Parlement juge, y 
avoir eu dela ſubreption & obreption ” 
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de la trop grande importunite en Pim- 
petration d'icelles, & que Pexecution en 
ſeroit prejudiciable au ſervice du Roy 8 
du publique, il refuſe de les enregiſtrer, 
& donne advis au Roy des cauſes du re- 
fus, fondees ſur ſon ſervice, d'ont 1l eſt 
bien aiſe, encore que quelquefois il face 
ſemblant a Timpetrant d'icelles en eſtre 
marri—77 hat it is neceſſary they be ſolemn- 
ly approved, recorded, and publiſhed, to 
avoid obreptions, ſurreptions, ſurpriſes , 
and all the. fraud and foul prattiſe that 
might have been uſed in obtaining thoſe 
Letters, Offices, or other Grants ; as alſo 
to avoid the oppoſitions of thoſe who pretend 
1 ſome right or intereſt, which the King in- 
tends not to pre 4dice, unleſs expreſs men- 
| tion be made thereof; and for theſe cauſes 
ſuch Tetters are preſented to the Parlia- 
ment, before any who have the grant of 
Offices, are admitted to the exerciſe or poſ- 
ſeſſion of them. Aud when the Parliament 
Judges that any. fraud or foul means had 
been praitisd, or too great importunity us'd 
7n obtaining them, and that the execution 
of ſuch Grants might be prejudicial to the 
ſervice of the King and of the Publick , 
Fi the 
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_ they (ages the Parliament refuſe to record 
them, and makes the King acquainted with 
the cauſes of their refuſal founded: upon. his 
ſervice; whereat he. is right glad, though Þ 
he Grant, he 


ſometimes to him:who had. t 
makes a ſhow as.if he were 'vext, * © - 


- All agree the matter of fact, but how 
the King is thus bound, and how this tye | 
lyes.upon him they want —_—_— loft ' 


enough for an occaſion fo tender : /t has 
always ſo teen, de toute Panciennete, ſays 


one ;; antiqus conſuetudine, lays another; | 


their Kings have always lad the wi/don 


to ſubmit to-theſe forms; ſays Baracane : 
'the modeſty Tays du Tiller, the good: Na- 
.Zure - \Paſquier , une debonnairete, a 


goodneſs familiar to %em, to reduce their 


wills under thecivilityof {aw:Some call-it a | 


mnagnanimity Royal 'and becoming a King, 
and a glory beyond that of conquering Na- 


#10ns, © Bodin ( from the Civilians ) af- 


cribes'it.to their humanity. Sed id tamen 


| Jenatit probante fieti himanum eſt, ſays 
-  *Zheodofuns.; which Baldus interprets; non 
tam neceſſitatis quam humanitatis : and to 


their Majeſty ; Digna vox eſt Majeſtate 
regnantis legibus allisatum principem ſe 
| profitert , 


profiterizoep otherwiſe would bea Zev 
ty and Yaritjas he cites it from the Sena+ 
Ftor in'Zivy.Levius eſt cf vanius ſur decre. 
$7 s tollere quan aliorum:Others venture to 
I goalittle farther,they ſays Paſquiere,who 
under the pretence'of an 4b/olute Power, 
would fatter the Kings to be aboye law. 
8 En lieu de leur gratifier direrit en-urt ob- 
{ {cur language;que les Roys meſtoyent 
point hommes,ains lyons;qui par le moy- 
ende leur force s'eſtimobyent avoif Com- 
mandment ſur les hommes. /»ſtead of /ay- 
ing a grateful thing ſay by craft that Kings 
are not men but lyons who think by their 
might to have the command over men.Says 
au Tillet,S1 leur puiſſance abfoliie n'yeſt 
reglee,elle devient diſſoliie: /F It be not re- 
| galated,their power is not abſolute but diſſo- 
lute: And a Spaniſh Treatiſe 
of Politicks, with twenty ap- 3m, (e376 
probations before it, affirms: —_ 
Si el monarca ſea quien fuere , ſe 
reloluiere” por ſola Ta cabacga , fin 
acudir a ſu conſeio, 'o contra el parecer 
| de ſus conſeieros, aunque acierte en'{tr 
reſolution, fale de los rerminos dela mo- 
narquia, y ſe entra en los dela tyrannia. 


if 
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If a Monarch 'whoere he be, ſhall of 
his own head reſolve any thing with- 
out the advice of 
trary to the opinion of his Counſel- 
Jors , though right in his reſolution ; he 
breaks out over the bounds of Monarchy 
into Tyranny. 

This Spaniard took his notion from 


| that paſſage in Zivy, where he gives an 


account,how the laſt Tarquin was the firſt 
of their Kings that without adviſing with 
any other than a Cabal of his Domeſtlicks, 
made peace and war made and broke 7 eagues 
and Alliances, and govern'd all of his own 
head, never conſulting the Senate and Peo- 
ple, as the enſtom of his Predeceſſors had 
always been, having firſt by prattices leſſen'd 
the number of the Senators (that nothing 
but the Rump of a Senate remain'd) to make 
them the more contemptible. Quo con- 
temptior paucitate ipſa ordo efſet, mi- 
nuſque per ſe nihil agi indignarentur, hic 


enim Regum primus traditum a priort- 


bus morem de omnibus ſenatum conſu- 
lend: ſolvit ; domeſticis conſiliis rem- 
publicam adminiſtravit, bellum, pacem, 
federa, ſocietates per ſe iple cum _ 

| | VOLUIE 


his Council , or con-| 
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voluit injuſſu populi & Senatus fecit dire- 
mitque. 

But I have digreſſed from the French 
or rather from Bodin, who concerns us 
nearer ; having ſet up for a new diſco- 
| verer in Politicks : He would perſwade 

us that Plato, Ariſtotle, Polybins, Halt- 
carnaſſaus,Cicero, ST. Tho. Moor, Cardi- 
nal Contarini, Machiavel, and who not, 
were all in a wrong way — Et quont- 
am hxc diſciplina maximos in republica 
. | rumultus ac perrurbationes ciere potelſt, 
| accuratius uobis eſt ac ſubtilius explican- 
da. Their Doltrine tended to Seadttion 
and diſturbances in the Common-wealth, 
therefore he will handle it with the greater 
ACCcUYacy and ſubtlety : And what will be 
the conſequences of Bodin's new learn« 
ing ? Certainly it muſt either make Mo- 
narchy ſhort liv'd, by debauching it inta 
Tyranny ; or elſe it muſt (as Mr. Hobbs 
who ſees farther, and who writes En- 
| gliſh, clears the matter) to eſtabliſh this | 
 [iyranny, banyh all humane Learning 
and fear of God out of the world. 
There have been in all Nations Pens, 


' Fas well as Voices, ſervile and mercenary ; 
and 
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12 Of the French Monarchy 
and ſuch wretches , as that by Virgil 
damn'd to Hell. 


al 


Pendidit hic auro patriam , aominumque th 
potentem 2 
Impoſuit, teges fixit pretio atque refixit. - 
Fho make and unmake Laws » ſpuffle : 


and betray both their Laws and Reaſon, 
that they may impoſe this dominum poten- fy 
tem, this Lordly deſpotick power, to the 
_ enffaving of their Country. i 
But whether the love of Novelty Ccor- 


rupted Bodir, or that he knew no better || ** 
examine not: But though our Engliſh || © 
Politicians have followed him over hedg " 
and ditch, without ever making uſe of J 
their own eyes or underſtanding ; other | 
people do not overmuch admire him; rs 
the Scaliverana Ry bo ſharp? upon him ; y 
but the'(a) Ttalian does him 
on PO reaſon, 5 Bodino huomo di © * 
molta lefiura, ma $ confuſa & turbida do- | © 
ctrina, impugnando aa per tutto qu & la ; 
politica doctrina d'Ariſtotele : Bodin ({ays | 


he) « man of much reading, but confound- 
ea and blunder'd in his Notions , cop- | 
tradifting | 


p] 
- 


diting Ariſtotle at every tary. 


Now Bodin would have us believe that 
there can be no ſuch thing as a mixt Com- 


mon-wealth, nor will he allow to be any 


more... than #hree ſorts of Common- 


wealths. Nam ſi rerumpublicarum for- 
mas bonorum ac malorum finibus, ant vir- 
tutibus ac vitiis metimur ,infinitas eſſe com- 
periemns: And alittle afterhe ſays, no 
que cuique extrinſecus accidunt intuers 0- 
portet. 


vertues have by the moſt been reckon'd 
to be four, others have reduc'd *em all 


to Prudence, Sincerity, and Patience; fo 


that Common-wealths might have been 
diſtinguiſhed by their virtues, without 
making ſuch an infinitenumber of them 
and to make ſeveral forms from their ſe- 
veral ends, will certainly prove not fo 
very extrinſecal and accidental, byt a real 
and eſſential difference. So thought the 


Aacients all who writ of Politicks before . 


Bodin ; therefore if a ſingle Perſon go- 


verned for the good of the Publick, that 


was called Monarchy ; if a few governed 
for the Publick Good, that they called A- 
'riſtoCracy 3 
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By the wiy we may note, that the 
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riſtocracy ; if the People governed for 
the Pablick Good , that was Demo- 
cracy ; and theſe were counted three 
ſorts of good Common-wealths. But if 
a ſingle Perſon governed for his ov par- 
ticular good,that they would not call Mo- 
narchy but Tyranny ; if a few governed 
for their particular profit, that they would 
not call Ariftocracy but Oligarchy ; if 
the People governed for the advantage of 
the Rabble, and not for the common bexe. 
fir, this they would not call Democracy, 
but Oclocracy, or the mi/rule of the Rab- 
ble. The Greeks I ſay, who coin'd theſe 
words, made that the currant meaning 
of them. | 
There are Authors , who to make 
ſhort work, divide all Common-wealths 
into Mozarchy and Polyarchy : Either, 
ſay they, oe governs and that is Monar- 
chy;or more than 9ne (no matter whether 
few or many) govern, and then it is a 
Poliarchy. They who love the diviſion 
into two, might better ſay that all go- 


vernment 1s either for the Governors | 
good, and that is Tyranny ; or for the . 


good of thoſe that are governed, and this 
is 
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isa Polity or Common-wealth. But theſe 
are ſick mens dreams ; may ſhew however 
that the Ed 1s more material than the 
Number of thoſe that govern, and con- 
ſequently juſtifies the Ancients, who di- 
ſtinguiſhing the Common: wealths from 
their Fd, reckoned fix ſeveral kinds of 
ſimple Common-wealths , as afore has 
been declared. And humane Actions are 
ſo diſtinguiſhed ; the ſame ACtion may 
be vertuous or vittonus according to the 
end: Give a Wench mony to debauch 
her, and give it her to relieve her necef” 
ities ; this 1s charity, this a vertue, but 
the other is a kind of a deadly fin : *Tis 
the End makes the difference, a differ- 
ence not accidental and extrinſecal, as 
Bodin ſuggeſts, but real and eſſential. . 
And as high Juſtice grates upon. the 
borders of wrong and oppreſſion, high 
courage is near to ra{hneſfs, liberality to 
prodigality, ec. ſo does Monarchy ſtand 
upon the brinks of Tyranny, Ariftocra- 
cy ealily ſlips into Oligarchy, and De- 
mocracy into popular diſorder : There- 
ore the wiſer Stateſmen having obſerv'd 
this corruption ſo ordinary and familiar 
to 
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to: the ſimple Common-wealths , have; 
by art endeavoured of the three good 
Common-wealthis, to. compound a »1ixt 
oze that might not be ſubject to. the ſame 
frailties and decay; to temper Monarchy: 
and give it that balance and wee. 
by the mixture of the other Common: 
ealths with it, which might keep it 
eddy, and preſerve it from tottering 
into Tyranny, which is its ruin. But Ki | 
theſe matters together with the growth, MW; 
the decay, and changes of Governments 
are deſerib'a by. that. companion of the! 
great Scipio Polibius, fo accurately and 
philoſophically, that cannot forbear to, 
ſet down the whole-paſſage, which is ta 
this effeq, That, Mar 7s naturally civil, 


and diſpoſed to, love company; and not (aspai 


they would perſwade usto.believe, who 
ſay the State of Nature isa State of War) 
more 4 beaſt than. thoſe that walk on fout 
feet, than the Bruits themſelyes that goin 
Flocks and Herds-;. and in. like manney 4s, 
the ſtrongeſt Bore, and the ; ſtrongeſt Bull is 
always the Captain. of the reſt ;. ſo Snfhe 
companies of men , he among ſt them who 
was moſt hardy to encounter dangers, and 
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ad moſt of bodily ſtrength to overtome 
hem, had the «rs for his followers : Arid 
hence it was that ſo many Nations had 
ach their Hercules, and that ſo many 
ame to be called by that name : And in 
hoſe rude times theſe were the firſt ſort of 
ings. | 
Bur by converſing together this rudeneſs 
earing off by degrees, and men by little 
md little coming to be ſomewhat more po- 
iſþt, to have Jonethin of conſideration, 


end the uſe of their reaſon, and to under- 


land Fuſtice and honeſt dealing, and to ſce 
he advantages that Prudence and a wiſe 
head had our raw uncultivated ftrength,not 
pnly in deciding Controverſies and admini- 
ring Fuſtice , bat even in providing 4- 


painſt and revelling of dangers. He there- 


fore now, who. was molt eminent for wiſdens 


end juſtice, drew moſt eyes upon him, and 
0 him all ran and ſubmitted their differ- 
nes to his Arbitration, his advice they 
ook, . and his direction they followed on all _ 
caſtons either of difficulty or danger ; and 
heſe were called the Wile Men, and theſs 

ere the true and proper Kings. 
Now the Son, who had his Education 
B rnaty 
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under (uch a vertuous, wiſe Father, and 
had been preſent with him when affairs of 
the greateſt importance bad been debated, 
and by common preſumption better capaci-M ;1 
tated to govern, than any of a ſtranger Fai a 
mily : T he Son, I ſay, ſucceeds his Father i: 
in this Kingly Government, no man envy tc 
ing him the dignity ; nor did theſe Kings 1 
differ from other people in their manner of 
lving, there was no pomp or ſhew, or amſl # 
badge of the Authority Royal,but the wooden [1 
Scepter which Homer deſcribes, Qwhich 
perhaps was like our Conſtables Staff) 
and with this the Authority was handed 
down from Father to Son, till in trat of 
time ſome young man came in place, wnhiſfh | 
grving ear to 7 in looſe companions about | ( 
him, would no longer be content with th | 
plainneſs and ordinary fare of his Anceſtors, ſh | 

| 

J 


but gives himſelf over to riot and exceſs, 
ſetting his mind on gorgeous Apparel, on 
Trains and Trappings , on Feaſting and 
Revels : By theſe new modes he lofes the 
hearts of his Subjetts, draws ewvy npou 
him ; that Reverence paid to the Scepter in 
the hands of his Progenitors, now turns in- 
#9 contempt, ang he ſtill running headlong 


affet 
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after his vain pleaſures and flanting perni- 
cious conr ſes, not heeding the duty of his 
place, grows a burthen to the people; and 
inftead of being their refuge, their relief 
and ſupport , rides and galls their necks, 
and makes their lives bitter : So that how 
to throw off the yoak is now their only care 
and matters being thus ripe, or the young 
Prince with his Comer ades haftening on his 
fate by ſome outrage or rape upon Hife or 
Daughter of ſome conſiderable Subject, ſome 
of the moſt eminent amongſt the people con- 
Jpire together and put anend to his Life and 

Jrauny. | | 

Ard all eyes being now turn'd upon theſe 
as their deliverers, the Government and 
Condutt of all Aﬀairs is committed to their 
charge and direttion. Thus riſes an Ari- 
focracy, and thus we ſee Monarchy firſt cor- 
rupted into Tyranny, and the next chauge 
from thence in courſe of Natare is to an 4: 
riflocracy. 

And theſe men eminent for wiſdom and 
vertue {atisfied with the honour of the charge 
and truſt repoſed in them, above all things 
ſtudied to ſerwe the publick ; but afterwards 
their Sons coming to ſucceed, who had not 
B 3 that 
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that ſtock of diſcretion and ſobriety ; but 
degenerating or forgetting the vertue that 
preferred their Anceſtors, begin to Lord it 
over the people without other regard than of 
their particular luſt, Aud thus the Ari- 
ſtocracy being corrupted into an Oligarchy, 
the people are provoked by a general inſur- 
rection to reſcue the Soveraignty ont of their 
hands. | 
Aud now the people will neither truſt [0 
great a charge with a ſingle Perſon, aor with 
any few, they come to their laſt only and 
Jet untainted hope founded upon themſelves, 
and contriv'd a form of popular Common- 
wealth , and they themſelues took the pub. 
lick affairs under their charge and prote(ti- 
0a; and thus was conſtituted a Democracy. 
And becauſe all Governments are good 
and ſucceſsful at the beginning, ſo long. as 
{he men were alive, who had felt the oppre/- 
ſion and tyranny under the two former kinds 
of Governments,they were content and glad 
with their preſent condition, and liberty 
feed ſweet and prectons to ** above all 
treaſure, But this Generation being ſpent 
and their vertne with 'em, a new People 
ſucceeded, aud the Laws are now trampled 
unacy 
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| under foot : Licentionſneſs, Faction, and 

Diſorder turn all things upſide down, and 
they claſh together ſo long till ſome one over- 
topping the reſt, all are brought under the 
Command of one Maſter ; and ſo about 4- 
gain from Monarchy to Tyranny, from Ty- 
ranny to Ariſtocracy, from Ariſtocracy to 
Oligarchy, from Oligarchy to Democracy, 
from Democracy to the Rule of the Rabble, 
and thence back to Monarchy, This is the 
round that all Governments run, this is the 
courſe, the order, and economy of Nature ; 
ſo that any turns or change of Government 
may eaſily be foreſeen. 

Wiſe Stateſmen obſerving theſe changes 
and corruptions in all ſimple Common- 
wealths to be fo conſtant and certain, and 
finding the miſchiefs that attend ſo frequent 
revolutions ; they ſet their brains at work 
to contrive ſome model of Government that 
might be [teddy and durable, which they ſaw 
could not be any ſimple and uniform Com: 
mon-wealth : It remain'd therefore that they 
mixed the vertues and good properties of the 
three good Common-wealths, and fo tea;- 
per'd them together that no room'might be 
left for thoſe vices, that, like worms, breed 
| B 3 in 


in the very core of all ſnpleCommon-wealths 
and deſtroy them. 

They joyw'd the three States of Monar- 
ehy, Ariſtocracy , and Democracy , and 
wrought them together into one Body P6- 
litich, 


tans from the prudence of Lycurgus, and 
the Romans were brought to it, made wife 
by dear-bought Experience : And this is 
the Government that all civil Nations 
have affected , and from hence 
grows that notion of the three States , 


which we hear ſo much of in moſt Nati- | 
ons of Furope,though the meaning there- | 


of is not every where underſtood. 


This is theDoCtrine of Polybzus,and this | 
was the general ſenſe of mankind,till Bu- F 
diz comes forth with his new Herefie in 
Politicks,and denies that there can be any 
ſuch thing as a #2/x3 Common-wealth. | 
To prove this, he rambles into a many # 
ftorics to ſhew that a King cannot alex 5 
or divide his Soveraignty amongſt his i 
Favourites : *Tisqueſtionleſs a truſt that X 


cannot be aſſigned over, but all this re- 


fates to another point, and touches not } 
OO CY a hack the | 
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This model of Government had the Spar- 
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the mixture 1n the Original and funda- 
mental conſtitution of a Common- 
wealth, #7 ut Corona, ſi in partes diſtr a- 
a,aut aperta fuerit nomen omittit; As the 
Crown would loſe its name, he ſays, if pulld 
7n pieces. This 1s common to many 0- 
ther things, a Roſe, a Prickle, if pulFd 
in pieces, would loſe their name ; and 
this being no particular flower of the 
Crown, does not illuſtrate or make much 
to the buſineſs. In another place he ſays, 
Monarchiam autem arr ng e opor- 
tere diximus, quia ſi dividatur, Monarchia 
#on ſit; eaeſt enim unitatis inviolabilis n4- 
tura, ut omnem omnino refugiat partitio- 
nem, ut enim Corona —— Monarchy muſf 
be indiviſible, (ſuch is the nature of Unity 

= that it cannot be by any means diſtributed ; 
7 which Compariſon he 
'& again repeats. But his Argument 1s nq 
© better, than with us, ſhould we from 
Z the nature of the number five perſwade, 
= there cannot be ſeven or eight C:z9-e 
= Ports, orin France argue, that the Ad- 
® vocates Cap cannot be ſqrare, becauſe 
| *tis called Bonnet round : Words arc a 
ſort of Cloaths that are not always exaQ- 
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ly ſhaped to the Thoughts that wear 
them. Another Argument he would 
bring from a Saying in -4riftotle againſt 
Plato , that two extremes would make no 
good mixture : Nam (; nihil optimum ex 
duobus extremis exiſtere poſſe confiteatur, 
quid fert tribus inter ſe confuſis! whichis 
as ſtrongly urged , as ſhould he ſay, 
if Dover and Calice cannot come to- 
gether , how ſhall the Sea make any 


intercourſe and correſpondence betwixt | 


them ? 

But becauſe thcle Reaſons ſeem a little 
too metaphylical, he would make the 
matter plain by Examples; and with a 
ftrange confidence ſuggeſts that neither 
the Spartan nor the Roman were mixt 
Common wealths: And it isno wonder 
if he find ſome paſſages in Hiſtorians to 


prove them cither Monarchies, Ariſto- Þ 


CraCcies, or Democracies, as he had a 
mind. Plato ſays , that he knew not by 
which of theſe Names to call the Spartan: 
And Ariftorte to the ſame effect ; and 
that his ſhows the mixture to be perfeit 
and acurate : And Polybius ſpeaking of 
poth the Spartan and Roman, rele 
EE on | tat 
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that the (a) three States had 6) Tala aabew 14 
L pict prapy 12 
the Soeverazonty ſo equally ſha- Trdloi Tas woi- 
red among ſt them, that even ns, 
thoſe who lived under the Government could 
not well pronounce in the main, whether the 
power was in the People, in the Nobles, 
or in the Monarchick State. | 
In the Spartan, the Kings, the Senate, 
and the People, by their Repreſentatives 
the Fphorz, in the Roman, the Conluls, 


 Þ the Senate, and the People, by their Re- 


» 


preſentatives the Tribunes , made the 
three States of the Common-wealth. 
But that we may return to France, 


| here Boain ſwaggers, and would make 


it Capital to account that of France a 


| mixt Monarchy as ſome had done ; 
{ who reckon'd the Ariftocracy to conſiſt 


inthe Peers, and the Democracy in that 


| they call the Zhird S.'xte. Machiavel be- 
{ liev'd it a ”ixt Monarchy, and to that 


temper imputes all its greatneſs and du- 
ration. Seifſelwho writ expreſly on the 


| Monarchy, affirms the ſame thing with 
| many more that writ both before and 


lince Bodzn. 


He lays thers is not the leaſt ſhadow 
of 


EE IT INPIES 
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of an Ariftocracy 1n the Peers,——— Pa 
rium qui fic appellantur, quod inter ſe qui- 
dem pares ſunt, non autem principi, ut ni. 
mis ruſtice nounulli opinantur. They are 
one anothers Peers, he lays, and not Peers 
to their Prince as (ome too clowniſhly ima. 
B7ne. 

Ceſar called the Army under his Com: 
mand, Commilitones or Feflow-Soldiers, 
and it would have been a little blunt in 
them to have called him Fellow-Soldier 
again ; but whoever fhall look back in 
Hiſtory to the Original of theſe Peers, 
may find that they were inthe beginning 
the Xinzs Peers, though at this day the 


diſtance is very plain. Dus Huillent ſpeaks | 


ing of Hugh Caper, tells us, that he 


neeſtanr ſi grand guerrier que bien en- | 
tendu aux affaires, caut et adviſe, il y| 


voluit proceder par cautelles & douceurs, 
fi qu/ayant affaire a grand ſeigneurs , 
manda tous les gouuerneurs des Provin- 
ces de ſon royaume a ce quils vinſſent 
vers lui, pour le conſciller au gouuerne- 
ment, regime & adminiſtration de fon 
nouueau eſtat, leur faiſant entendre que 
totalement il vouloit dependre de leur 
| Y con(cil 
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conſcil & avis z voire les tenir pres da 
lui, come ſes amis, freres, & pareils en 
puiſſance & Autorite z ---0t being ſo 
much a Harrier as a wiſe and wary Perſon, 
he would proceed ſoft and fair, ſo that ha- 
vins to do with great Lords, he ſent to all 
Governors of Provinces within his King- 
dom, that they mig ht come to him to adviſe 
about the Government, and Adminiſtration 
of his new State ; letting them to under- 


ſtand that he would wholly depend on their 


Counſel and Advice ; and keep them about 
his Perſon as his Friends, Brothers, and 
Equals in Power and Authority, He tells 
us further, that ſome of the cunningeſt a- 


A 


mon: ft them, ſeeing Hugh, from a Mayer 


of the Palace to be made King, did the ſame x; 
427 ſet up for themſelves within their Go- 
EE vernments , making themſelves Lords , 


Dukes, and Counts Proprietors ; whereas 
afore they had been only Governcrs, viz. 
The Dukes Governors of Provinces, and 
the Counts Governors of Towns, and thoſe 
Tules of Dukes and Counts that formerly 
were given to the Governors for the time 
only, became now Hereditary and deſcended 
to Poſterity, Paſquiere gives the lame 
I account 
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account of the Peers at large, and the He 
Preſident Fanchet employed by Henry the Wt 
Third to reviſe the Antiquities of Fraxce, Þ |} 
and who writ ſ{ince Bodzz, tells us: Mais 
les urays fondateurs de Peſtat Froncais, ſÞþþy 
ont eſte ceux de la maiſon de capet ; lef. 
quels de leur gre, ou contraintts par la Þ(C1y 
nobleſſe, de laiſſer en heritage, & ſauf Þhit 
Phommage, les duchez 8 comtez aupa- fliw: 
Tavant tenus a vie (car onne trouue point wa 
certainement quand & pourquoy 1ls ſe W:4 
font faites hereditaires) amoindrirent i; 
ceſte debordee puifſance des anciens 
Roys, de faire toutes choſes a leur appe- 
tit, & comme ceux de Lacedemon re- 
ecurent les Ephores , pour controlleurs 
de Jeur authorite, ceux-cy eſtablirent Þþhe 
& zfſeurerent les plus grands ſeigneurs fſþl. 
Ducs, Comtes & Pairs de la cour de Þþ!: 
France, pour tenir le grand Parlement, 
audience & generalle Juſtice de toutes 
les doleances du peuple; & les Jugements 
des Sencſchauz & Baillifz, & juges infe- I 
TIcurs donnes en grandes cauſes, car du 
commencement de ceſte dernierc famil- 
Ic, iln'y avoit comte, voire ſigneur cha- 
ſtellain dependant niiement du Roy, qut 

| ne 
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ce penſaſt avoir autant de puiſſance en 
a terre, que ces nouueaux Roys. 

But the true Founders of the French. 
tute, were theſe of the Houſe of Capet ; 
whoof their own accord, or compell'd by the 
obility , left them their Dutchies and 
ounties formerly held for life only in inhe- 
ritance ſaving the homage, (for it is not 
- Beertainly knows when or whereſore they were 
t ſnade hereditary) and leſſened that unbrid- 
e Wd power of the ancient Kings to do all 
l 

3 


bings according to their appetite, and as 
be of Sparta took the Ephori for Con- 
rollers of their Authority, theſe jettled and 
wnred the oreateſt Lords, Dukes, Counts, 
S Fund Peers of the Court of France, to hold 
t (he preat Parliament, Audience, and yene- 
S (al Zuſt ice of all the grievances of the Peo- 
: Wc; and appeals from the Fudgments of 
, ſb Seneſchals, Baylies, and inferior Fudges 
; ſpiver 7n great cauſes : For at the begtn- 
ing when this Family Reion'd, there was 
ever a Count, wor ſo much as a Lord of a 
aſtle depending barely oa 1he Kin, who 
thought not that he had as abſolute power 
nthin his own Land, «s theſe pew Kings, 
oconfirm this he adds, how the Kings 

Huh 
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Hugh and Robert, writing to Avudebery i 
Count of Perigzenx, to raiſe the Siege 
before 7owrs, and twitting him with the a 
Demand, who made him Count ? Il nf r 
fit difficulte de reſpondre, ce n'eſt vouif f 
Roys; ains ceux qui vous ont fait Roysf C 
He did not ſtick to anſwer, 'twas not yo tl 
Kings, but thoſe who male you Kings. 

And whoever conſiders the circum at 
ſtances of Hugh Capet's coming to the « 
Crown, and the great power the Peerſſf tl 
exerciſed till upon the occaſion of the 
Holy War and other praQiſes they wer 
reduc'd and brought to the Crown, maj 
agar: well conclude : That (4) d: 

gum toute anciennete en forme 
d Ariſtocratie conjoynte avec la Monar 
chie, furent introduits les douze Pour, 
{ur leſquels nos Roys ne s'eſtans reſerve! 
que la Souuerainete & hommage, ſembl 
que par leur conſcil (comme d'un ancia 
Senate) ſe menaſlent les affaires. From Po 
all Antiquity were introduced in the form Cc 
an Ariſtocracy joyn'd to the Monarchy, t 
twelve Peers, over whom the King reſer 
ing only his Soveratenty and Homage, Ml , 
affairs of State ſeem (as by an ancient 5 þo, 

nat! 
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nate ) managed by their advice. 

And when ſcarce the ſhadow of the 

ancient Peerage remain'd to them, they 
retain'd the Precedence, and had place be- 
fore all Princes of the Blood, till the late 
Ordinance , Ano 1576. to the con- 
trary. . 
And *tis (4) ſaid there was 
an Order of Parliament alſo 
anno 1295, whereby it was declared 
that they were called Peers for being one 
anothers Peers , and not the Kings £- 
qual. 

What Bodiz would conclude from 
thoſe forms, quia ſic nobis placuit , and 
Rex wvobis dicit, may be anſwered in the 
words of Dr. Baracaue, where (in ano- 
ther occaſion) he fays, this is not like 
the fic volo, ſic jub-o, noted by the Saty- 
niſt. Qu'importe-t 1] de dire, ainfi nous 
Plaift, & tel eſt noſtre plaiſir, ou dire & 
pour cauſe, ſans exprimer la cauſe ? Les 
Cours des Parlemens diſent en leurs ar- 
reſts,& pour cauſe fans en rendre la cauſe 
pour monſtrer la Soveraniete. 

Hhat more is it, ſays he, —_— we are 


(d) Baracaxe. 


þo pleaſed, and ſach is onr pleaſure ; than 
fo 


—_—_— 


to ſay, And for a Cauſe, without expreſſine fl 1 
the Cauſe ? The Courts of Parliament ſayin ll | 
their Orders, and for a Cauſe, without ren- lt . 
drins any cauſe ; to ſhew the Soveraignty. i : 
The Parliament,itſeems,have their forms I . 
too to ſhew their Soveraignty, nor is the 
Argument of Bodiz from the form of di- Wl f: 
recting their Letters,of more force: How 
ſhould they write but, 7 Roy noſftre ſou- 
werain ſeigneur, Regi Domino noſtro ſupre- 
2,0 ? Is not this the ordinary civility of 
Rb Europe? *Tistrue that when 

* (e) a Port had called ug 
ſtus Ceſar, Dominnus; he ſet out a Procla- 

4 mation that none might preſume to call 

j him any more by ſo proud a Title, nor 
l could the modeſty of his Succeſſor 7 ibe- 
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| rins bear it. | 
| Yet as their Majeſty and real Great- 
| neſs declin'd, as the Empire began to 
lk fink, the froth and flattery came above; 
W | ; ſo that it was lawful to call Domitian 
bl. both Zord.and God; and his Succeſſors 
IR were not fatisfied till complemented I; . 
in the abſtra&t with your Fverlaſtinoneſs, Ml 
your #ternity, your Divinity, &rc. And 
when the wooden Eagle was ſplit in wy 
tilat 
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that Chip of the Eaſtern Empire brake 
but into bloſſoms to a miracle, with the 
Porphyrogenitos and Deſpots,were blown 
about the Sebaſtocrators, Panhyperſebaſti, 
Protonobiliſſimypertati, &'. 

But amongſt the Romans, theſe Titles 
ſofierce and glorious after they had been 
worn a while at Court, deſcended to the 
City and Country ; and even came ſo 
low, that AZartial could ſay of the 
mighty Dominus, 


| Ouod woco te dominum, noli tibi Cinna pla» 


 cere, | 
Sepe etiam ſervum ſic reſaluto meum: 


The French words, Sire, Sezznear and 
Ser have ran the ſame fortune ; and the 
calling a man Sr, or Moxſieur, or Mor- 
ſeienenr, or My Zord twenty times; will 
not amount to a Recognizance of any 
SubjeGtion : nor can the Complement 
paſs any Domination or Deſporick Right 
OVET US, 

_ If Sezgnerr and Dominus will not do; 
the word Souverain will not help them : 
being commonly uſed in France for any 
Superior ; as, Soveraign of the Accounts; 

S $93 
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Soveraign of the Treaſure, Soveraign of 
the Foreſts, Soveraign Fudge, Soveraion 
Bailiff, &c. 

And now having ſaid ſo much con- 
cerning the direCtion of theſe Letters, I 
ſhall add nothing in anſwer to Bodiy, 
touching the Subſcription : all agree- 
ing, that where the Letter begins with 
Seigreur, of courle, it muſt end with 
Treſhumble and Treſobeiſſant Serviteur, 

And that their proceedings with the 
King are by way of Petition, 1s no more 
than 1s done evenin Poland : where Bo- 
din makes the Government an Ariſto- | 
Cracy. 

It is a Rule, Que ex adulatione, vel 
zndulgentia conceduntur non debent trahi 
72 exemplum. Belides, of all people, 
this is the worſt Argument with the 
French ; who are ſo well known to at- 
fect loft words, and gentle forms on all 
occaſions poſſible. It isnot their faſhion, 
like the Juſtice of ragoz, toaccoſt their 
King with a Nos qui valemos tanto co- 
mo vos, y podemos mas que vos, vose- 
legimos re1 con eſtas & y eſtas condicio- 
nes, entra vos y nos un que manda mas 


que 
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que VOS, i.e. He who areas good men 5 
you, and can do more than you, chuſe you 
King on ſuch and ſuch conditions ; there 
is one betwixt us and you, who commands 
more than you, 
The power of this Parliament, in al- 
lowing or refuſing the AQs of the King; 
is the ſame in effect as what we call rhe 
Negative Voice. And ſometimes, when 
the Kings would hardly be denied, the 
Parliament have much valued them- 
ſelves for their reſolution in oppoſing 
them. Thus they overcame 
Lewis the Eleventh, whoſe 
wilfulneſs and Opiziatrete was particu- 
larly noted by Hiſtorians) and made him 
promiſe to 1mportune them no more, 
» MW norſend Letters to them that were not 
de Commandement Royal ; which they 
interpret, Fuſt Commands, AS, an vo- 
lunte du Roy, 18 meant, Zo the Laws. 
» WD The moſt memorable inſtance that 1 
| have met with, of the Parliament's Au- 
thority in this kind, is that in Hexry the 
Third's time ; when he wrote to the 
Governor 4" An20almois,to put the Town 
Into Mornſienr's hands; the Governor de- 
C 53 ſires 
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fires to be excuſed:the Duke de Morntpen- 
fer isſent,and the Gates are ſhut againſt 
him ; then is ſent an Herald of Arms, to 
declare them Rebels and Enemies, unleſs 
they obeyed. And at the requeſt of the 
Attorney General,the Parliament orders 
the Inhabitants to appear in perſon at a 
day certain ; they ſcnd their Deputies. It 
was inſiſted upon, that they ſhould be 
heard before the Privy Council: but they 
demanded to be heard in Parliament. 
Where, when they came, it was urged 
that they might not be allowed Councll, 
but ſpeak for themſelves, being charged 
with High Treaſon. The Deputies in- 
ſiſted that,on the contrary,they had done 
the King good Service;and that, for their 
part,they had no Charge to plead other- 
wile than by the mouth of their Advo- 
cate. Which being granted, they made 
choice of Paſ/quier. And the ſum of their 
Plea was, Que Pancien ordre de ceſte 
Monarchie portoit que iamais trefue de 
telle importance, iamais paix n'avoit eſte 
executec, quau prealable elle ne fult ve- 
TiHee & emologuee en ceſte cour avec- 


que grande maturite de conleil que celte- 
cyne 
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cyne Payant eſte, nous avions juſte occa- 
ſion de nous excuſer, & diſpenſer de Pou- 
verture que Pon demandoit. Ceſte exce- 
ption cſtoit elle bonne & vallable? Quant 
a moy ie wen feray jamais nul doute, voz 
regiſtresen font foy, Vuſage eſt tel, 8 la 
loy generale dela France. 4. e. That the 
ancient conrſe of this Monarchy was ſo, 
that never T ruce of this importance, never 
any Peace was executed, but that, in order 
| thereunto, it was firſt allowed and recorded 
in this Court with great maturity of Counſel, 
That this for the delivering up of Angou- 
leſme, z0t being ſo recorded, ve had juſt rea- 
ſon to excuſe our ſelves,and to diſpencewith 
the opening of the Gates demanded of us. 
Is this Exception good and ſufficient ? For 
my part, 1 ſhall never doubt it. ' This 
your Records can teſtifie, this is the Cuſtom 
and Common Law of France. 

The Authors that write in Latin call 
their Parliament, S*crum & Sacroſan- 
tum ordinem, A Sacred and Divine Con- 
ſtitution, Quid tertinm & arbitrum, A 
third Party, and Umpire betwixt Prince 
and People : Si tribunitie poteſtati, aut 
E phoris Lacedemoniis compares non ab- 

| C Z erres, 
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berres, ſays Matherel : Their Power may 

be compared to that of the Tribunes, or the 

Lacedemonian Ephori Du Haillan, 

lays they, are truly a Roman Senate, 

ceſt un urai Senate Romain, repreſentant 

une majeſty ſecourable aux bons, & e- 

{pouuantable aux mauuais attendu qu'el- 

les ont cognoiſſance en derniee reſort, 

& ſans appel non ſeulement de toutes 

matieres civiles & criminelles, mais aul- 

[1 de toutes lettres royaux ; entre antres 

des graces & remifſions, pour juger de la 
civilite ou incivilite d'icelles. 77 zs a true 
Roman Senate, repreſenting a Majeſty giv- 
ing ſuccour to the Good, but terrible tg 
Evil-doers ;, in as much as they have cog. 
nizance, and give Fudament without Ap- 
peal ; not only ix all Civil and Criminal 
Cauſes, but likewiſe of all the [ings Let- 
ters  amon? ſt the reſt, thoſe of Graces and 
Pardons ; to judze whether they be lawful 
or unlawful. Paſquier, onthis occaſion, 
tells us, 7heir Parliament is not like the 
Pope's Ojficers, to judge of the Frand or 
Surpriſes only, but to determine whether 
the Kino's Grants be 1uft and reaſonable, 
07 0. and ds Hyulan affirms, Celſte 
| | | forme 
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forme de proceder eſt {1 ancienne en ce 
Royaume, qu* un Prince, quelque de- 
praye que 1l foit, auroit honte dela rom- 
pre, comme euſſi ſes fuiets & ſerviteurs 
craindroient a le lui conſeiller. 7his 


form of proceeding is ſo ancient, that any 


Prince, however depraved, would be a- 
ſhamed to break it ; nor would apy of his 
Servants or Miniſters dare to adviſe him 
thereto. And in another place, Sont tel- 
lcment inveterees, que pas un roi n'en- 
treprend d'y deroger, & quand ille vou- 
droit faire, on n'obeiroit point aſon com- 
mandement. A prattice ſo ſettled that 
no King would undertake to deropate from 
it : nor if he ſhould, would any obey his 
Commands. But Quotations of this kind 
are endleſs. 

The French reckon ſeveral Particulars 
wherein their King's Power is reſtrain- 
cd; as that, He cannot alter their Coin. He 
cannot turn out of place the Magiſtrates of 
the Kingdom, till their Canſe be heard and 


| approved in Parliament. 


He cannot pardon a Criminal without 
the Parliament. Regi capitals pene re- 
mittende, & abolends criminis fine parla- 

| C 4 nents 


40 Of the French Monarchy 


menti auctoritate jus non ſit, in hoc regno, 
Criminoſus deferens litteras remiſſronis aut 
abolitionis, ſine pardonii debet incarcerari, 
3 ſaas literas offerre Parlamento, Cc. 
Boerins deci. Burdegal, 65. Dont en y a 
{ſouuent de condamnez. 8 executez avec 
leurs graces. Le Roy, p. 376, 

He cannot alien any part of his Demeay, 
or any part of his Kingdom. | 

Nor can he difpoſe of the Succeſſion ; 


that not being Patrimonzal or Heredita-- 


Ty. Sed ſola lege & conſuetudine regni, 
as their Lawyers ſpeak. Or Zege Rev14, 
according to the new Cant in boar. 
 Anotherof theſe they call Laws of the 
Kingdom, or Fundamentals, 1s their Sa- 
lick Law, for excluding Females from the 
Crown. 

And farther , to prove the French 
King a Civil King, he is not in his Great 
Seals repreſented as the Emperors and 
other Kings, in Armour, on Horſeback, 
or with a naked Sword in hand, like 
Conquerors ; but he is pictured, ſitting 
on the Bench in along Robe, with Ju- 
ſtice in his Right Hand, £7 habit ae 
Boi Fuſlicier. © aj 

1 
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Ialike manner, for the Soveraignty of 
the Parliament, we may obſerve, that 
when all other Oiticers, upon the death 
of their King, are in mourning Weeds, 
theſe, in the midſt of the Obſequies, ap- 
pear in their Robes of Scarlet ; to ſhew, 
that though the Kings be mortal, yetthe 
Majeſty of the Crown ſurvives in the 
Parliament. | 

And from hence, perhaps, may be 
drawn the true reaſon of that ſaying in 
France, that their King 1s /mmortal, and 
that he zever dies. There being little 
ground for the ſenſe that Bodir would 
five it from the Succeſſion ; ſeeing thar 
beſides the many interruptions by Ba- 
ſtards that have reigned, and thoſe great- 
er Changes from the Merovingtans, to 
the Charlians ;, and from the Charlians, 
to Hugh Capet's Line ; their Kings, till of 
late, never computed the beginning of 
their Reign from their Predeceſſors De- 
ccaſe, but only from the time of their 
own Coronation. So that in Bodi's 
ſenſe, it has not been from any very an- 
cient date that their Kings have been im- 


mortal, 
wi 


wee. 
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May be, in imitation of the ”eftra F. 
terzitas of the Roman Emperors, ſome 
more baſhtul French-man having venty- 
red to call their King orta/ ; other 
French-men , not underftanding this 
cramp word, got it interpreted. And 
that the King never dies was a pretty 
long amonglt them. But in what ſenſc 
this could be, all were 1n the dark ; till 
at length, a cunning man aroſe, and 
made it out molt plainly : as Bodzr has 
done. 

By what has been faid, the French 
Monarchy may ſeem ſufficiently temper: 
ed with a »z7xture of the other States, 
Yet, after all, it cannot be diſſembled, 
that the Peers at this day are not the 
King's Fellows or Fquals, as at their O- 
Tiginal Inſtitution. Nor are theſe (now 
called) Parliaments the ſame thing with 


the old Parliaments under the 4Zerovin- 


 grans or Charlians ; when, 
(8) _— by the Team of Royal Ox 
Tricenhemins. E2 was drawn along ina Wag 
| gon his hairy Majeſty, to the 
place appointed for that Auguſt Aſſembly. 
Then werethe States called, and con- 


{ulted 


ſulted on all great occaſions. Yet theſe 
were the YiCtorious ; the Clovis, the 
Charlemain , the Kings that extended 
their Dominions over Spain, /taly, Dal. 
Nis Mmatia, Sclavonia, Hungary, Poland, and 
nd Ebrought even Germazy, with their Title 
ty of Emperor, to the French Crown. 
| But what if thoſe mighty Warriers 

i] would not call the States ? that, poſli- 
1d bly, in thoſe days of Honeſty and true 
as policy, was a point no more thought on, 

Ethan was the Crime of Parricide by the 
 (irſt Legiſlators. 
r. | In the old Hiſtorians we find there 
s [were ſeveral names for this Aſſembly ; 
3s, Conventus Statuum, Curia, Placitum, 
parlamentum, 
| The many wars occaſioned many Par- 
y 5, or Meetings , to treat of Peace. 
h Efrom this Parley, or Parl<ment, as the 
- @french word it, theſe Aſſemblies are cal- 
1, (ed Parliaments. 
- & Sometimes they were called Crr72, or 
the Cort ; and becauſe thoſe Kings 
were not ordinarily ſeen by the people, 
lave in this Corr, afrerwardsthe Phraſe 
of going to Cor; came to ſignific the go- 
ing 
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ing to the King's Palace, or place of Re. 
ſidence. 

They were alſo called P/acitum, from 
whence Hotoman thinks, when the King 
Edicts came. to be writ in the Mother. 
tongue, the ignorance or malice of ſome 
Clerks deduced that ordinary form of 
Car tel eft noftre plaiſir, for the Latin, 
Quia tale eft noſtrum placitum. 

And thoſe weighty Aﬀairs, and pub: 
lick buſineſs, which were commonly re. 
ſerved for this Aſſembly of the States, to 
be there treated on and. debated, came 
afterwards, from thence, to be called 
Matters of State ; as alſo, the Phraſe of 
ſitting in Szate, and the Chair of State 
from the Golden Throne on which the 
Kings were placed in theſe Aſſemblies. 

But when H»9h Capet aſcended the 
Throne, new meaſures and new Policies 
came in play. He was no Fighter, nor 
cared for enlarging of Territories ; but 
had a notable head for King-craft, and 
ſought on the beſt terms to ſettle the 
Crown in his Family. To that end, the 
Biſhop of Zaoz, ( who had betrayed into 
tis hands the King and Royal Fane 

c 


fed thither for ſhelter) and the other 
Biſhops and great Lords, that had done, 
or might do him good Offices, were ta- 
ken in to be his Peers, and ſhare with 
him in the Adminiſtration of the Go- 
yernment. _ | 
Now, by this new Model, the Ari- 
ſtocracy, or Wobles, gain'd very much. 
Yet a great blow was given by this inno- 
vation to the Democratical or Popular 
State. For theſe Peers, beſides their par- 
ticular intereſt in the Nation, were in ap- 
pearance a competent Council for the 
management of all the extraordinary bu- 
ſinefs and airs of State, whereby the 
ve Parliament was not ſo neceſſary as for- 
merly. And Caper finding in the people 


Charlemane, was well content to be dil- 
penced withal from calling that Aſſem- 
bly; ſave that for ſecuring the Succeſſh- 
mn (0 he was fain to keep them in humour, 
4 till that he had prevatled with them in 
he - life ttme to Crown his Son Robert 
Ing. 

The ſame jealouſie cauſed Robert in 
us life time, to do the like for his Son, 
Henry 


——_—_— 


and Abſolute Power. 45 _ 


». {* hanckering ftill for the old Race of 


46 Of the French M niarchy 


Hemry the firſt. And Herry allo, for his 
Son Philip the firſt. And now one might 
have thought the Succeſſion fixed. Yer 
Philip dying without having made the 
ſame Proviſion for his Son Zewis the 
Groſs, Lewis was put to his jhifts toget 
crowned : and was fain to take up with 
a kind of an unuſual Biſhop, to do the 
job for him in hugger mugger. 
Whereupon, he grown wiſe, dur 
not truſt the States for his Son Zew:s the 
Zoung ; but put him in poſſeſſion of the 
Throne e'er he left the World. And 
this Zewzs did as much for his Son Phily 
the Second. Till now, after ſome hun: 
dreds of Years diſcontinuance, all Ek 
&ion-right was pretty well forgotten, 
This however, ſet the Court a fencing 
againſt the States;and the Court thought th 
it ſelf better at eaſe without them. ar 
Nor was this concerning the Succeſl fo 
on the only Tye upon the Kings to cont: 1s 
hue a good underſtanding with theStates, le 
but the Peers were often at variance with }/” 
the King,and put him hard to it. And for 
theſe diſtempers in the Kingdom no re 


medy was found effeCtual bur an _ 
at 
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Parliament. Theſc were the Umpire be- 
+ twixt King and Peers ; and generally de- 
+ cided in favour of the Crown: | 
-M By which partial Arbitrements, and 
if by the advantages made of the Holy 
+ War, when the Peers Adventurers died 
+} inthe Expedition ; ſome without Heirs, 
1M fome without orher than Females , or 
Males under Age. $So that the Pariryes 
4 by Eſcheat, by the Sa/ick Law, or by 
he | the way of Guardianſhip, came to the 
he Crown. | 
al By which means, the Power of the 
ly Ip Pers being at an end, and the Equality 
1n-@ broken, there remained no farther occa- 
fion for Arbitrations, and the ſacred Au- 
thority of Parliament quite vaniſhed. 
So that now, without much danger, 
the Experiments might be improved , 
and new projects of Government ſet ors 
toot. Accordingly, the old Parliament 
15 to be laid alide ; and in their room, a 
ſelect knot of men to have the States bu- 
fs committed to their Truit and Con- 
uct. 
And theſe, for their better counte. 
nance, muſt be called a Parliament alſo. 
What- 
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whatever Powerand Authority had been 
exerciſed by the States, is now uſurped 
by this young Senate ; and preſently a 
new Houle is built for them, and they 
are fixed at Paris, Where, aſter a little 
while, they became ſo overlayed with 
buſineſs, that one Parliament was not 
Iufticient ; but two were conſtituted fot 
the better Expedition. 

| Andindeed, having opened the door 
for all Civil Cauſes to come before them, 
it was neceſſary to draw out from theſe 
Parliaments a Detachment for State-Af- 
fairs: and theſe had the name of the 
Cloſe, Privy, or Great Council, Where- 
by this Parliament in a little time dege- þ 
nerated to a mere Cort of Judicature; 
as afterwards that Privy Council, by 
permitting Cauſes to be heard before 
them, gave occaſion for the buſineſs of MN: 
State to be removed to a particular Ca: ſWſthe 
bal. ſuc 
But this Parliament I fay, be 
ing a new Creature, was toſſed, and 
turned into a thouſand ſeveral Shapes 
and Figures, eer it came to any durabl: 


Conliftence, One while it was r y 
a - 


half yearly, another while without dil 
continuance 3; then half of it the one halt 
year, and the other half Parliament the 
other half year ; tothe end, that what 
the King's Miniſters could not get to paſs 
with the one, might be carried 1n the 0- 
ther : thus rendring the Authority of the 
Court (hb) 4 Demy-illuſoire, | 
ina manner Illuſory, bo Pgnns 

But upon the Pope's com- © 
ing to ſettle his Court at fviznon, theſe 
innovations and abuſes fell in like a tor- 
rent, both upon church and State. 

Not long before, the Kings, as St. 
Lewis, under a ſhady Tree, in perſon, 


theard all appeals, and determined the 


Cauſes of their SubjeCts,and were them- 


ſelves the Chief Fuſtices. 


Now the Canoniſts ſo infeQted the 
Nation with their tricks and ſubterfuges, 
their Quillets and Chicanery, and ſet 
luch an itch of wrangling and vexatiouf- 
neſs amongſt them, that Courts could 
not be erected faſt enough for them ; 
and in a ſhort time, a third part of the 
people, one way or other, got thereby 
an Employment. A 
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A few years before, this King, P-1- 
lip the Fair, had been excommunicated, 
his Subjects freed from their Obedience, 
and his Kingdom given away to the Em- 
peror, by 5oniface. Yet now Clement 
the fifth and he ſo well agreed, upon his 
eoming to Avignon, that, as my Author 
lays, Fraterniſans en conſeils, collogue- 
ing together, they not only made good 
booty of the Zemplars, deſtroying them 
by conſent, for no greater quarrel, as 
ſuppoſed, than their Riches. But the 
Pope gave leave to the King to levy a 
tenth upon all the Clergy ; and the 
King, in exchange, was to connive at 
the Pope's Apoſtolick Indults, Grates Ex- 
pectatives, Tenths, Firſt Fruits, Procura- 
tions, Mandates, monitorials, Executori- 
als and Zaudable Cuſtoms, 

Theſe inventions and wit of the Mini- 
ſters at Avign0r raiſed an Emulation in 
thoſe at Paris, and they wondered to 
find in words ſo ſtrong a Charm, that 
the Pope thereby could work ſuch wor 
ders, and ride over all the Fences of Rea- 
fon, Law and Cuſtom; and that ſor theſe 


ſtrange feats, the de proprio mot, and 
Autho- 


| 
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Authoritate abſoluta were all-ſufficient. 

Whereupon the Courtiers at Paris 
will alſo arm the King's Letters with 
theſe new Spells, and ſend them out up- 
on adventures. But however Canonical 
and currant they had proved with the 
Church-men, to the 7ay-people, this de 
Proprio motu, and Authoritate abſoluta, 
were uncouth Phraſe, and Barbaroxs Za- 
tiz, which they could no where meet 


with in C/affical Authors, nor underſtand. 


Wherefore, when about thele times, 
upon occaſions for mony,the Zayety were 
tried with Zmpoſitions and Tallages, the 
hundredth penny, and the fiftiech: penny ;; 
then with Fortification money, Equiva- 
lents and Zoazs ; then with yet the more 
wheadling terms of ids, Subſidies and 
Subventions, 1o it happened, that, let 
the /zpoſers call them: what they would, 


| the people had one name for them all ; 


and crying out a Maletonlt, knock'd the 
Collectors. on the head, with as little 

Icruple as ordinary Robbers. | 
All the great Wars of former days, 
under the AZerovinoians and Charlians, 
and for a long time under the Capers; had 
D 3 beert 
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been maintained at the King's proper 
Charges : ſo frugal had been their way 
of living, and the Demean of the Crown 
lolarge. 

But now was no ſubſiſting without 
Levies upon the people ; and theſe were 
ſtubborn and unwilling to be impoſed 
upon, when no Law or Cuſtom could be 
ſhewn to oblige them. 

This plunge raiſed again from the 
dead the old-faſhioned Parliamert, 
And in one of their firſt Aſſemblies, it Þ 
was by all declared, that.no Impoſition F 
could be laid upon the people without 
their conſent. Wherefore it being their 
part, they took care to relieve the nece- 
fities of the Crown. And on this ac- 
count there was occaſion to aſſemble 
them ſeveral times. 

But thefe were not now to be called | 
the Parliament, bur the Aſſembly of the Þþ 
States; nor yet to meddle with State- i 
Aﬀfairs ; thole weighty matters being 
now Parliament-buſineſs : and there is 
another Parliament in Ordinary for that 
purpoſe. | 

So it is not intended theſe ſhould 

trouble 
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trouble their heads, unleſs asked, with 
other conſiderations; than only in order 
to the laying ſome Tax on the people. 
Yet the old Ance/trel Y-rtue would now 
and then be boyling upin the breaſts of 
theſe Szates ; and they be fancying them- 
ſelves as. full of Power and Soveraign 


Authority as the old Aſſemblies ſo famed 


in Hiſtory. But the Doleances, the Gnie- - 
vances were not to be inſiſted on, when 


' Þ once the Mony-Afﬀair was adjuſted : 1{o 


they were ſtill ſent home, till need for a- 


© nother Tax. But, what was yet more 
| grievous, proviſion was made that the 
{ Impoſts ſhould be at an end after a cer- 


\ Þ tain time : but when the ColleQor's 
" Þ hand was once in, they gathered on, in 
'Þ fo much that what was deſigned for 
' © Zemporary, became Perpetual. 


To prevent which miſchief, the States, 


in the Reign of Charles the Fifth, now a- 


© bundantly wiſe, granting a Tax, ordain- 
"| <d that none of the King's Officers 


CI Ow \Iny 


! ſhould finger the mony : and the King 
| was {worn ſolemnly, that he would not 
& cauſe any of it to be employed to other 
\ | uſes than the War it was given for, 
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The Commiſſioners, Aſſeſſors, Collettors, | 
Receivers were all choſex by the States, | 
and ſworn upon the holy Evangelifts, | 
not to convert it to other ways, any 
Command from the King notwithſtand- 
i ing. Andif any Officer from the King 
Ell! {ſhould attempt to force them, then they 
j to call the Poſſe of their Neighbours to 
help them to make reſiſtance. Yet [ 
find not that all this ſwearing and cauti- 
on ſtood them much in ſtead, the Tax 
was continued, and the Commiſſtoners, 
that from their being choſen by the 
people, were called ers, retain the 
name of Z/lexs to this day. 
_ Unleſs upon theſe occaſions for mony, 
the Court at Paris ſhewed leſs and leſs 
diſpoſed to convene this Aſſembly ; havy- 
ing poſſibly learnt that ſort of policy alſo 
trom Avignon : where nothing began 
to ſound ſo harſh to their ears, as the 
talk of calling a General Council, 
However, that their Authority on the 
{118 account of State Aﬀairs might not grow | 
ana." quite obſolete and forgotten, upon ſome Þ 
great Exigencies, when it could not well | 
be avoided, they have been _—_— 
and 


x, 
3! 
FF 
- 
7 
Bd 
Ef 

% 


SORT 3 ts i TI ore I ro 


and Abſolute Power, 55 


and have exerciſed their old Soveraign- 
ty, even in theſe days. 

As when under Ph:/ip the Fair, and 
Charles the Sixth, they condemned and 


caſt off the two Popes; Boniface the 


Eighth, and Bexedi# the Thirteenth. 
And when they decided betwixt Edward 
the Third of England, and Philip Yalois, 
to whether of them belonged the Right 
of Succeſſion to the Crown of PFraxce, 
when they topt upon us with their $a- 
lick Zaw. And when King Zohn of 
France was taken Priſoner, and carried 
into FZxgland, When Francis the Firſt 
would have alien'd part of his Domini- 
ons, &c. 

Lewis the Eleventh was lo averſe from 
calling this Aſſembly, he would not be 
perſwaded to it, till a Civil War (which 
was called, 7he War for the Publick 
Good ) obliged him. And .. . 

EFS2 ior. tells us, that (1) He _ 
ſome Courtiers would have 

made it High Treaſon to mention the 
Calling of them. But Comrxes was not 
of their humour ; he, againſt the Vogue 
of his Fellow Courtiers declared, that 
D 4 no 
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no Prince could take a Farthing from a- 
ny Subject without their conſent : and 
that En2land, by reaſon of the frequent 
Parliaments, was the beſt governed Na- 
tion in the World. = 5 

In ſhort, The Gawls, as Czſar's Com- I 
mentaries teach us, had their Zotins 
Gallie Conciliuam ; which, after the Pa- 
nionion and Paxetolion of the Greeks, 
Budeus would have called Parcelticon, 
as from them ; Camdez that of the En- 
eliſh, Paxanglicon, | 

Whether the French coming to ſettle 
amongſt the Gauls, to render themſelves 
more eaſis to them, choſe to govern 
them in their own way ; or that they 
alſo brought along with them from Ger- 
#:any this Model, it appears not. This 
1s certain, the Kings of the two former 
Lines did, 604 fide, vers with the 
advice and direction of that great Coun- 
cil in all things. 

Huzh Capet by his Conſtitution of the 
Peers, madethe Authority of that anci- 
ent Aſſembly in a manner uſeleſs, unleſs 
by accident, that it ſerved to balance, 
"I 3nd be the Umpire betwixt the Kings 
4 A 
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and their Peers. But then .the Peers 
coming to be reduced, the Court of Rowe 
at Avignon taught the Courtiers at Parts 
new Forms and new Politicks : And Ge- 
neral Councils being run down, and 
made out of faſhion in the Church, the 
State muſt ſympathize with it ; and aft- 
ter ſome mouldings, and ſome little ad- 
dreſs, is brought alſo to walk on the ſame 
High Ropes, without that counter- 
' poiſe which was wont to preſerve it ſted- 
dy and ſecure. The old name of Par- 
lament remains, but no longer to be re- 
puted fundamental and eflential to the 
| Commonwealth ; only a prudent Con- 
{ ſtitution. And it was now from the 
| wiſdom, or elſe the dcbonnairere of fuc- 
ceeding Princes, that they always ſub- 
{ mitted their Wills and EdiCtsto be exa- 
{ mined, and approved or rejected by that 
| Afembly. 

And now our Writers of the times are 
for maintaining that the Government 
was never otherwiſe, but the King's 
Power always abſolute and unlimited. 
Which need be no wonder, ſince the 
lame Gentlemen affirm the Merovings- 
ans, 
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ans, Charlians and Capets, to be all but 
Branches from the ſame Stock, againſt 
the concurrent Authority of ſo many 
hundred Years; and when in truth Ci 
pet was not ſo much as of French Extra- 
Ction , but deſcended from //itichind 
the Saxon. 

But it was not conceivable how two 
Abfolute Powers, as that of the Church 
and State could agree together in the 
fame place; therefore a check was found 
tor that of the Pope : for upon any clajh- 
ing of Intereſts, the Parliament and the 


Univerſity did always manfully oppoſe 


the Pope's Encroachments, and aſſert 
the Libertics of the Gallicave Church, 
In ſo much that Paſquter on this occaſion Þþ 
reſembles the Sorbox to the Tribunes of Þ 
old Rome. = 

And yet ſolong as the temporal Prince F 
ſhould aſſume an abſolute Power, the Þ 
Papal intereſt would be certain to prevail Þ 
in the end. A mixt Monarchy is a Ba- 
lance to it felf, and needs no Foreign 
Authority to interpoſe : but under an 
unlimited Power, where the Prince 1s 
accountable to none but God, whither 


{ſhould 
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ſhould the diſcontented 'fly ? whither 
& | ſhould the oppreſled reſort, but to God's 
Agents and Plenipotentiaries ; tq God's 
.. Vicar, the Pope his Apoſtolick Majeſty, 
for Redreſs ? He can curſe and throw 
4 | about his Thunder, and free the Sub- 
jets from their Obedience, &c. 

And in this the Pope has the better 
4 | endof the itaff ; for by fetting rhe tem- 

poral Princes above all the ties of Hu- 
| mane Policy, and Civil Prudence, he 
| not only withdraws their SubjeCts from 
| them, but even makes their temporal 
& & Soveraignty truckle to his Spiritual : for 
the Soul and Eternity are of more con + _ 
1 | {cquence and value than any man's mor- 
| tal body. And whenever a Conteſt 
f | happens, the Spirituals are ſure to have 

” the upper hand. 

When the Jeſuits came in with their 
| Ceca obedientia , that other barhbaronus 
 Þ Phraſe to enſlave the: World withal ; 
| they intended their DoQtrine for the 

Pope's ſervice only ; for at the ſame time 
| they reproached ſuch of the Roman Re- 
| ligion as ſcrupled to own that the Pope 

had power to give away the Kingdom of 

2D. | __ "—_ 


ſure : and called them all Calviniſts , 
who could not be thorough paced Je- 
{uits. | 

But, to be even with them, and to a- 
void all ſtrife betwixt the Spiritual Ab. 
folute, and the Temporal Abſolute 
Power, Hobs takes the only true politick 
Meaſures. He, for quietnels ſake, thruſts 
the whole Nation of Spiritual Beings out 
of the World : and that the Soveraignty 
might be indiviſible indeed, he allows 
not ſo much as Diviſum imperinm cum 
Fove — no, not that Zove himſelf 
ſhould rival his Zeviathan. 

He founds his Politicks upon his Phi- 
ſicks; therefore, in the firſt place, we 
are to believe that there 1s nothing in the 
Univerſe but meer Body ; neither are we 


to think, to reaſon orto fancy ought of Þ 


a future State, of Souls to be ſaved, nor 
to have the fear of God before our eyes; 
for then (as he calls it) we ſhall be fri2hr- 
ed with Spirits into Rebellion. 

And that we may not be inclined to 
theſe vain imaginations, he fairly pre- 
ſcribes, that the people may not be ſuf- 


60 Of the French Monarchy , 


France, or any other Kingdom at plea. 
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fered to read (he names not Calviz and 
Beza, but) Ariſtotle, Plato, Seneca, Ci- 
cero ; nor the Greek and Latin Hiſtories ; 
nay, all Greek and Latin are peftilent 
and dangerons : and thus the Univerſi- 


| ties are the very Core of Rebellion. 


Nor 1s this any Paradox, or ſally of - 
his particular wit ; *tis what 4Zachiavil, 
and before them ri/?97le had taught us, 
that to preſerve an Abſolute Power, all 
publick Schools mult of neceſſity be pur 


| down. Thus we ſee how much the Pa- 


pal Tyranny is ſupported by their Inqui- 


{ ſition, Thus in Zarky are Letters dil- 
| countenanced. And in Moſcovy it ſuflt- 
| ces, that God and the great Duke have 
all the knowledge to themſelves. 


And it is not enough that the people 


| be no wiſer, but they muſt not be per- 
| mitted to be ſo good-natured as Cattel 
} that Herd together. Their Morals muſt 


be corrupted, and their courſe of Ho- 
neſty and fair dealing mult be broken, 


| left it might produce a mutual truſt and 


correſpondence amongſt them ; which 


{ in the end would be pernicious to the 
| Commonwealth. 
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a yertue for Subjeas, under this ſort of 
Government ; (&) Zhe leſs 


(3) Hobs. they dare, the better it is, both 


for the Commonwealth, and for themſelves. 


Thus the Perſians were qualified tor the 
better Subjedts, when an hundred Pree- 
holders of Greece were wont to beat ten 
thouſand oi them. 

Plats had the notion of making a Go- 
vernment happy by a King: Philoſopher; 
and Hobs certainly (for theſe parts of Z+- 
rope) purſues an /dea as unpratticable : 
endeavouring. to make the Sabjects all 
Aﬀes. | 

Some , for want of better Topicks, 
draw an Argument from Antiquity, that 
Monarchs were abſolute betore they 
were limited. But the ſame reaſon will 
hold likewiſe againſt all Laws; for in 
thoſe days that Kings were without Lt 


mits, the SubjeQs were without Laws, . 


till Experience and Evil Manners taught 
the World by Civil Prudence and Art, to 
preſerve nature in its primitive perfeCti- 
on and integrity. 

Some would {ct Monarchs above all 
humane 
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"Tis agreed alſo, that Courage 1s not. 
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humane caution and policy, by vertueof 
ſome Expreſſions in old Poets : as in Ca/- 
limachns, that Kings are from Jupiter ; 


| 3 5iG- eomnes. Which may be an- 


ſwered by that of Aratrs, cited by St. 
Paul 5 &uls Xt Yeuog Ti WV, ILe alſo are 
his Off-ſpriag. 

Homer tells us that Fupiter gave Aoa- 


| MEH OH the Sceptre axd the {.aws. Bur 


Homer may be interpreted by Homer. 


| When firſt he had occaſion to mention 
| that Sceptre,he explains the matter thus: 


ſays he, Vulcan, as 4 cnrions piece of his 


| Workmanſhip, pave this Sceptre to Jupi- 
| ter. Jupiter gave zt (as Kings give a 
| white Staff to a Treaſurer or Chamber- 
| lain) fo Mercury. Mercury gave zt to 
| Pelops. Then Pelops /eft it iz ſucceſſion 
| to Thyeſtes. Thyeltes /eft ix to Atreus ; 
| and 'Atreus left it ro Agamemnon. So 
| we find a thing may be ſaid to be given 


in ſeveral ſenſes. 
For the Laws that accompanied the 


| Sceptre, om tells not whether he meant 


the Legiſlation, or the Execution of rhe 
Laws, but ri/torle may inform us, that 


| when Z-amermzon alſumes to himſelf a- 
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ny abſolute Power, he {peaks as a Gene. 
ral in the Field, and not as King of Z- 
cedamon, 

Others there be,who having ſtumbled 
on ſome Metaphor, or Poetical Simile, 


| Where God and the King are compared 
together, think it may as well hold good 


in Politicks; and never leave ſtraining, 
till they drive it thorough all the incom- 
municable Attributes ; nor 1s there any 
end to their Frenzy. Some of the Em- 
perors have checked their Flatterers 
with that Verſe in Homer. 


* OUT; TU HO- pup, TM  Revdrroimy & CUE, 


T am no God, why doſt thou liken me to the 
| Amomortal. | 


But of the two (ſay theſe Antipoliti- 


tians) an abſolute Monarch is more like 


to God than a limited. 

Which might be true, if Goodnels 
did as neceſlarily accompany their 
Greatneſs. The Heathens, in their No- 
tion of God, placed Goodneſs before 


Greatneſs, optimus maximus, Now the 
buſineſs 
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buſineſs of Policy is to zact Goodneſs t5 
Power z it gives a Monarch the powe t 
to do all the good whereof his nature 1s 
capable. But theſe are not content, unleſs 


| hehad the power likewile of doing evil ; 
| which is to be unlike God, and which 


power cannot be affirmed of God with- 
out Blaſphemy.. Zzcifer, and thoſe 0- 
ther unhappy Angels had that power, 


| andſunk beneath the. burthen : Is there 
more perfeQtion of Nature in an earthly 
{ Monarch ? or is there ſome promiſe, or 
| propheſie to _ him under the 
| weight, that he 

| downright into Tyranny, and ſoloſe that 
| bright and Gadlike reſemblance, which 
| diſtinguiſhed him from other men ? In 
| effe&t, by making a Monarch unlimited, 
; —_ of Deifying, they make him a 
Devil: 


all not thereby plunge 


For the Texts of Holy Scripture ſo of- 


ten applied on theſe occaſions, few that 


are iNgenuous can __ them ; and few 


| thathave ſenſe, but diſcern the Sophiſtry 


and abuſe. One may there tind the Zr:ibe 


| of Fudah, but not a word of the Mero- 
| vingians or Charlians. And if there were 


6: fome- 


ſome temporal Monarchy to be efſta- 
bliſhed from Scripture, the Pope moſt 


_ certainly would haveit all. It was Chriſt | 


that ſaid, Zo me is given all the power in 
heaven and upon earth. And who can 
make out their pretenſions from Chriſt, 
by ſuch a long Chain of Succeſſion, but 
the Pope ? What though Chriſt ſaid, 
My Kingdom is not of this world ; by is 
zot, is meant, #s zot yet ; that is, zot 
till Conſtantine's time: and then comes 
the Pope into full poſſeſhon of all, both 
Spiritual and Temporal Dominion, It 
was not ſaid, Cum hac Petra, but Super 
hanc Petram. But leaving theſe 
hocus-pocus Arguments to the Teſairs it 
may only be here remembred what long 
ago Demoſthenes obſerved concerning 
Philip of Macedon, that, to ſerve a turn, 
the Roguie Prieſts made, even the O- 
racles oi\mmTQev, to Philippize. 

But indeed, this Divine Right may be 
a Hercules amonglt the Jefuits, when 
backed with the Inquiſition. And we 
may allow Monarchs to be Gods, for 
want of better, in Hobs's State of Igno- 
ranceand Atheiſm. As in fa, Alexan- 
aer 
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der paſſed well enough for the Son of 
Fupiter Hammon. 

The Politirks of France ſay, that Zhe 
French Government has nothing of the 
Barbarian or Deſpotick in it ; but is of that 
kind which is called Oeconomick, where the 
| King has an Abſolute Power in his State, 
| as 4 Father has inhis Family. Which 
* Notion is very much in vogue of late ; 
) but how they find this Abſolute Power 
| inaFamuily, 15 not eaſily to be imagined : 
take the moſt ſimple Family, as Heiod 
' deſcribes it ; a May, and his /Yife, wuh 
| the Oxe, their faithful Servant ; yet it 
| 15a ſort of mix'd Government : there 1s 
| ſenſibly an Ariſtocracy in it ; the Wite 
E 1s the Man's Fellow, his Peer, his Marte, 
} his Conſort, in all Civilized Nations ; 
 andſhares the Government ſo far as ca- 
| pable by her Education : ſometimes has 
| more than Her ſhare ; and then it is cal- 
led Gyzzcocracy , or Woman's Rule. 
{ Amongſt the Barbarians indeed, as well 
| in Ariftotles time, as now, the Wives 
were 1n the nature of Servants, but no- 
| thing there is to be called Oeconomy , 

but all Barbarity. | 
E 2 Beſides, 
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| Beſides, in this caſe, there is ſuch a 
thing as a Divorce, which may ket the 
woman on her own legs again, and ſo 
the good man be depoſed, it he chance 
to be impotent, and cannot anſwer the 
ends of Marriage. And yet Marriage 1s 
of Divine Right. | 

Neither needed the Law-makers in all 
Ages have taken care to encourage 
young. men to Matrimony , if ſuch a 
goodly Dominion were to be got by it. 

Then upon the Account of Children, 
Bodin indeed would not ſtick, even, with 
old Saturn, toeat his Off-ſpring ; butin 
this horrid DoQrine few, I hope, are 
his followers. Poteſtas patria debet in 
pietate, nor in atrocitate confiſtere, Tay 
the Civilians. 


Moſes compares the Office of a King | 
to that of Parents ; not by reaſon of any F 


Abſolute Power, but of the 


(4) EP Charge. (a) hy layeſt thou 

(lays he to God Almighty) F 
the Furden of all this people upon me! | 
have 7 concetved all this people ? have 1 


begotten them ? 


Thus have I anſyered whatever I 


could 
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could judge has by any body been mate- 
rially urged for this African Monſter, 
this Demzegorgon of Abſolute Power. 
Which ſeems plainly inconſiſtent with 
either Nature or Policy, Reaſon or Re- 
ligion, Civility or Humanity. And it 
is not without good ground that its 
Champions deſpair it ever ſhould obtain 
with us, ſo long as Greek and Latin, and 
the Claſſick Zuthors paſs free from the 
Inquiſition : or till ſuch time as the 
Great Turk indeed threatens us from the 
Neighbour-ſhoar, or ſome new 7amber- 
laze, with an Inundation of Barbariſm 
overwhelms us. 

But to entangle the matter, and make 
the notion of mixt Monarchy ſeem, as it 
were, alittle abſurd ; theſe Afſertors of 
Abſolute Power, with much ignorance, 
or much ſophiſtry, ſo contrive to divide 
the Soveraignty, that each ſhare does in 
effect imply the whole : whenas there 
may be found ſeveral ways without any 
of that pretended difficulty. Bodiz 


' | grants that the Conſtitution may be Mo- 


narchical, and the Adminiſtration Ari- 
| ſtocraticalor Popualr. Which goes very 
H E 3 . tax 


far towards the overthrowing of all his 
Syſteme ; and, certainly, is a contradi- 
tion of what he ſolaboured to maintain: 
for this was always accounted a dividing 
of the Soveraignty. | | 
Thus in the Roman Commonwealth , 
the Power was in the People, and the 
Execution in the Conſuls (which Office 
of the Conſuls, Polybins calls axon 
Hol paoveeyro, Kingly and Monarchical) 
add to theſe the Authority of the Senate, 
and then we have the ſeveral Powers of 
the 7hree States in the Roman Common- 
wealth ; The People commanded, the Se- 
nate conſented, and the Conſuls executed. 
In ike menner, where Monarchy is 
predominant, after the Modern Style, 
the People may be ſaid to deſire or peti- 
tion, the Nobles to conſent, the King to 
have the Conduct and Command of the 
Executive Power. Shall not then the 
Monarch have his Elbows at liberty, but 
fat idle till the People and Lords, with 
their Deſires and Conſents, have concert- 
ed matters for him ? No ſuch reſtraint 
follows ; all the Laws and Cuſtoms of a 
Nation are qualified with the deſire - 
ws age” $7 _ 
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the People, and conſent of the Nobles* 
and all the ordinary Power requiſite for 
the good and ſupport of the Government 
isalſo implicitely ſo qualified at the Mo- 


| narchs diſcretion, till ſomething in par- 
| ticular appear expreſly to the contrary. 
| Upon this Aceount the French ſay that, 
| Mandement Royal, & Polunte du Roy ; 

The King's Commands, and the King's 
| /1, are not his Perſonal Will, and his 
| Perſonal Commands ; but thoſe that ac- 

| cord to Juſtice, and to the Laws : of 
| which(that remnant of the Peers and Pa- 
| pular State) the Parliament are Judges. 
| Therefore his Will & Commands come 


always before them to be examined, and 


| there to be emologated and approved 
| Fer they take effect. | 


| 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


: To the 


N the following Treatiſe our Au- 
| | thorſuppoſes France a ſimple King- 
dom, though ſo many paſlages ci- 
ted throughout the Book prove it a 
{mixt Monarchy. This error brings 
thim to another ; Zhe word States, he 
Hays, has two ſtznifications ; either there- 
by is meant the King, or elſe the body of 
whe Kingdom, &c. That it is ſometimes 
taken in the later ſenſe is not to be que- 
- ſtowed, 


Advertiſement. 
ftioned. Thus the Husband-men, the 


 Handy-crafts-men, the Gentlemen, the 


Soldiers, the Lawyers, the Clergy, the 
Nobles, are all ſeveral Srates or Cond: 
tions of Men : ſome reckon more, ſome 
fewer, every one after his fancy. Bu 
more juſtly might be computed thir 
teen, than three States, in this ſignifica- 
tion. And hence it 1s that Hiſtorians 
and Writers, leſs acquainted with Pol: 
ticks, are ſo puzzled, after their man 
ner of reckoning, to reduce the States to 
that number. As here we find this Au- 


thor perplext extremely for a reaſon, þ 
why the Men of Law and Juſtice (who 
are accounted a third part of the Nati 
on) are not allowed to make a Fowt 


$ 


State, 


Therefore, certainly, the firſt branch Þ 


in the Diviſjon is defeQtive ; and by thi 
word States, in the former ſenſe, where 


the Government is purely Monarchical, 


15 underſtood the King ; where the G6 
vernment 1s Ariſtocratical, there,by the 


word States, are meant the Nobles; þ 


where 


Advertiſement. 


where 2 Democracy, there thoſe of the 
people, in whom the Soveraignty. re- 
ſides, are the States ; that 1s, the Sowe- 
reign States, But yet in none of theſe 
ſimple Commonwealths 1s this number 
of Three States of fo great moment or 
conſideration : Thele have their States, 
but not their three States. It remains 
then, that the mixt Commonwealth 


ſhould furniſh us. For there, the Mo- 


narchy, the Ariſtocracy, and the Popu- 
lar State, make neceſſarily and efſenti- 


ally the Zhree States ; the States that 
ſhare the Soveraignty, the Te /x wen Ta 
| uegTB5x This moles, as Polybins calls 
| them, 7he three Governing Parts of the 
| Commonwealth, And in this ſenſe they 
cannot exceed the number Zhree, for 
that more ſorts of Governments cannor 
| poſſibly conſiſt together 1n the ſame mix- 


ture and conſtitution. 


Andas there cannot be a Nation with- 
out people, which make itcapable of a 


| Democracy ; fo always amongſt the 


people are ſome more eminent and di- 
{tinguiſhed 


Twelith, an Arch-Biſhop, and of un 
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Ringuiſhed from the reſt, capable of the 
Ariſtocracy : and then to thoſe, the 
Monarchick State compleats the num 
ber. The three States of Frace under 
the Merovingians and Charlians, were 
the King, the Principal Men, and the 
People. Under Capet's Race they arc 
called the X7zg, the Peers, and the third 
State. And when in Hiſtories we find Bi- 
ſhops and Abbots, Dukes and Counts, 
DoCctors and Lawyers, jumbled in a- 
monegſt them, ſuch kind of computation 
1s all at random ; and thoſe diſtinCtions 
merely accidental, & no way eſſential to 
the Conſtitution of the Government. $0 
there were the Zhree States in France be- 
fore Chriſtianity or ought of Prelacy was 
heard on amongſt them ; neither were 
the Men of Law ſo numerous & confide- i 
rable, till of late days ; nor could ther 
Acceſſion or Growth affeCt the Govern 
ment ſoasto introduce any alteration or 
innovation 1n its Frame and Policy. It Þ" 
1s therefore with good reaſon that Claw 
Seyſſell, Privy-Counſellor to Lewis the 


queſtioned 
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queſtioned Authority ; in his Book of 
the French Monarchy, cap. 13. tells us, 
that The Fecleſiaſticks are by uo means to 


be accounted a ſeveral State, but they are 
mixt with the other States. 


cs And, indeed, their Concurrence has 
rd Einot ordinarily been required where the 
Br YState-buſineſs was tranſafted, ar. 128g. 
5, FThe Door-keepers at Parliament were 
 & Wnot to let in any Prelate without the 
101 FCommand of ſome of the Members. 
ons BPhiip the Zozg ſhut them out for alto- 
Ito Fecther, with this reaſon, Car le roy 
0 Wifait conſcience de enx empeſcher au Gon- 
Ve- ernment de leurs ſpiritualites. 


Was 

vere | 
ide- | Sometimes they might ſit, but had 
heir $'9 voice : Ont ſeance, & non voix deli- 


erative, For once was the Abbot of 
'uzny , upon a ſpecial occaſion, and 
nce the Axch-Biſhop of /Varbonne per- 
Itted to have Foix deliberative. But 
s matters ſtand at this day, (a) Pajquier: 
ys my (4) Author, all xc. 
Arch: 
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Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops, 7” ot Seam 
et non. opinion ;, ſaving the ſix Peers, the 
Biſhop of Paris, and the Abbot of St. De- 
ays . 
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S FATFERY 


FRANCE 


And of their Power. 
EING to Treat of the States of 
B France, and of their Power : and 
the Word States having divers 
Significations, leſt the doubttul mean- 
ing _— bring us into the dark , 
or occaſion ſome miſtake, it may be 
convenient (according to the Adviceof 
Ulpian) in the firſt place, to explain in 
what ſenſe we are to employ the Word: 
That afterwards we may proceed with 
a ſure Foot, to examine, who theſe 
States are ? what Power they have ? 
hoy they have it, and from wvovs they 


have it ? for what occaſions they are to 
8 meet 
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meet ? and to whom it appertains to 
call them together ? And gathering the 
Truth (not from Schools and Precepts 
of Philoſophers ; bur from the Reſolu- 
tions made by the States themſelves, 
from their firſt Convention, at the Ele- 
&tion of Faramond, till this, a few years 
ago (under the great Francis the Firſt,) 
abour the holding or delivering of 3»r- |} , 
gundy, thereby we may attain a more |ff ( 
full and certain knowledge of whart the I} , 
States cando; and of the matters that I j 


have been, or that ought to be tranſa- I; 
&ed by them. 


The meaning of the Word States. 


HE Word States in divers Profeſ- 
* ſions has divers Significations, 
which are not to our purpoſe : two it 
has in Politicks and in the Civil Law, 
which onely we are to meddle withal, 
The one, whereby is meant the Head, 
and Supreme Power of the Kingdom: 
the other, whereby is ſgnified the 
Members and the Body of it. 
In the firſt Signification it is taken in 
France 


[1 
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France; and in all Kingdoms : therefore 


Affairs and Reaſons of State are called 
thoſe which appertain to the King and 
to the Kingdom, and thoſe are rerm'd 
Councils ot $tate,where thoſe Aﬀairs are 
Treated on. So meant U/piay, where he 
ſays, The publick Right 1s that which belongs 
to the State of the Roman Commonweal ; 
and alſo Cicero, in theſe Words, pro M. 
Czlio, make enquiry of the Violence, the 
Laws whereof appertain to the Empire, tothe 
Majeſty, to the State of our Country and to 
the Preſervation of all. 

In the other ſenſe 'ris in Fraxce, and 
renerally underſtood, when under rhe 
name of States, all thoſe who by the 
lame quality,which diſtinguiſheth them 
from others are comprehended in the 
ſame rank and order:thus alſo it is taken 
n the Dizeſts, when all perſons being 
divided by their divers qualities, are 
omprehended in rhe ſame State, whon 
ither bond or free, one and the ſame 
ality principally comprehends. 


B 4 


are none other than thoſe ranks, in the 
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b the firſt ſenſe, the States are the 
ſupreme power of the Kingdom, the 
Monarchy, the Kingdom, and finally 
the King himſelf, who is the head, and 
in whom reſides the Sovereignty and the 
Monarchy : And of this State enough 
is ſaid already, ſecing that no manner of 
doubt thereof can ariſe amongſt any 
men in their right Senſes. | 
In the ſecond ſignification, the Statr 


which are comprehended' all perſons of 
the Kingdom, who by' their divers quz- 
liries diſtinguiſhed into divers member, 
make the perfe& body of the Kingdom 
it ſelf, and to Treat fully of theſe 
States is that which principally we it 
trend, | 
And becauſe the qualiry and diffe- 
rence of men is commonly taken from 
the chief end ro which they direct their 
actions, and the chief ends of men i 
Franceare only three; three only, there 


fore are the principal differences, wal 
. form 
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form the Bſtates, Either rheir end is 
Religion and the Service of God, or elſe 
the affairs of the World ; Of the for- 
mer, as from their principal end, is for- 
med the State of the Clergy, and of t e& 
latter is made the Lay-Stare. Bur be- 
cauſe this State contains a greater Mul- 
titude, and direct their — to two 
ſeyeral principal ends : the one part de- 
ſigning Honour, the Service of their 
King,and the defence of their Country ; 
Actions that have no relation to Mecha- 
nick Arts : And the other part aiming 
(either by the neceſſary employments 
which Nature taught them, for the ſup- 

rt and benehit of life; or by the uſe 
of Handicrafts) at profit and gain : 
hence follows a ſubdiviſion of this Or- 
der; of the former is made the State of 
the Nobles or Peers, and of this other, 
that Order which in Roe was called 
the Plebean, and in Frexce (by much a 
more gentle term) called the Third State. 
And in this are compriſed thoſe who 
Adminiſter Juſtice, Advocates, Proctors, 
Merchants , Artificers, Husband men, 


and in ſhort , all who are not compre- 
| 2 hendgl 
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hended in the two former. And ſo in the 


Kingdom of France are three Stares that 
repreſent all the men who make up its 
body. | 

Here ſome may doubt ; firſt, whence 
ir'is, that they, who adminiſter Juſtice, 
or are Inſtrumental at the diſtribution 
of it, have not made a diſtin Order, 
or however are not compriſed within 
the Order of the Nobles , conſidering 
that the end they have in Adminilſtrin 
Juſtice, is a principal and main lt 
and far different from any of the others 
abovementioned. 

Secondly ; whether the States have 
been always three, as at this preſent 
time; or whether they admit of any al- 
eration. 

Chirdly ; wherefore, ſeeing that the 
States comprehend all the men of the 
Kingdom, yet when the States are Con- 
ven'd, there oniy meet ſome certain 
particulars, and not all rhe men of the 
Kingdom, | 


Why 


hy 
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Why the Miniſters of 7uſtice make not a ſc- 
parate State. 


A to the firſt, a perſon of quality of 
our time, ſpeaking on another oc- 
cahon; ſaid, Thar Juſtice makes not a 
ſeveral State, becauſe 'tis compounded 
of the men of the other three Stares ; 
there intervening in the Adminiſtration 
thereof, both Clergy, Nobles, and men 
ofthe third State. Yet this Judicious 
Conſideration \is not ſufficient in my 
Opinion, to clear the doubt which we 


propoſed : becauſe, as the State of the 


Clergy, though compoſed of Nobles 
and men of the Third State, is never- 
theleſs a ſeveral State, by reaſon the end 
of their actions 1s different from that of 
the others, In like manner, the end of 
the Miniſters of Juſtice being different, 
notwithſtanding irs compoſition of rhe 
other three States, ought nevertheleſs 
ofit ſelf alfo, ro make « ſeveral State. 
And if it be objeCed, that they are com- 
prehended in the Third State, becauſe 
likewiſe their Actions are directed ro 
B 4 Gain, 


8 


Gain , which is the end of the Third 
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State. It may either be denied, That 
the end of the Men of Juſtice is, (or at 
leaſt, ought to be)Gain, their proper End 
being the Obſervation of the Laws, and 


the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, whereby 
the Peace is preſerved, and the Publick, 


Good promoted : or, it may be ſaid, 
That though indeed that employment is 
accompanied with Gain, yet the Gain 
it ſelf only follows by way of conlſe- 
ſequence or appurtenance, :\nd is in no 
wite the principal end, and therefore 


not to be conſidered: Or farther,it may + 


be alledg'd, Thar though, in Truth, 
Gain were the End, yet this Gain (be- 
ing the fruit of Noble Actions, which 
have their Root in the Sciences, and ha- 
bits of Verrue, and not from any Mecha- 
2;cal exerciſe, or employment of the bo- 
dy) ought rather to be accounted an 
handſom gratuity, and honorable re- 
compence, which in Latin they call Ho- 
norarium, than to be lookt upon as any 
ſort of Gain. And thus the men of Ju- 
ſtice, by reaſon their End is different 
{rom the others; and for their Noble 
Actions 


* mts 


- 
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Ations, ought either to make a ſeyeral 
State, Or (as has been ſaid) be com- 
prchended with the Nobility. | 

But, to anſwer al! ; ſince that the 
Cuſtom of the Kingdom has allow'd 


Three States only,and has included the 


Miniſters of Juſtice in the Third, *tis 
ſuperfluous to douþr,or deſpurte any far- 
ther, whether they ought, or ought not 
to make a ſeveral State ; or, if nor, in 
which State they ought ro be compre- 
hended, ir being granted, Thar in this 
matter Cuſtom 1s inſtead of a Sovereign 
Power, and (it appears) has determin'd 
this particular, not without moſt juſt 
Conſideration. And, in like manner, as 
the Prelates ennoble the Clergy, the 
Princes render the Nobles 1lluſtrious, 
ſo the Miniſters of Juſtice make the 
Third State Honourable, therefore we 
my conclude, there are only Three 
States; the Clergy, Nobility, and rhe 
Third Stare. 
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Whether the States have been always T, br, 
as at this preſent time. 


O reſolve this Doubt, we muſt look 
back to the beginnings of the Mo- 
narchy, -and examine all that Trad of 
time, tor above the ſpace of 1200 years; 
which is a matter of great difficulty ; 
However , I belicve great alterations 
have been made, ſince the firit times, 
and that during the Reign of the firſt 
Kings; either there was no other State 
bur that only of the Nobility; or,at the 
moſt,only the Lay-States.And the reaſon 
which induce me to be of this Opinion, 
are; firſt,the conſideration, T hat in the 
Firſt 5: ates that were Conven'd,all who- 
ever met there, were defign'd by the I £ 
only name of the French, withour any | ir 
other particular denomination of divers i w 

States : The ſecond reaſon is evident, = T 

for that in the days of Faramond, and Þff 0 

ſome time afrer, the French bein? a I 

I 7 wandring People, that had no fixt habi- I vi 

WW tation, at the leaſt, on this ſide of the I be 
Nl! Rhine, but went roving abour, endea- 

| vouring 


perpetual Habitation, 
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youring to ſeat themſelves in Gazl, 
which afterwards they affected, though 
with much ado, and after great expence 
of Blood and Time : Now, I ſay, 'Tis 
certain, thar in thoſe firſt times, the 
Kingdom conſiſted only of an Army and 
Military Forces, and their King, the 
General , Leader and Commander of 
them ; as may eaſily be gathered from 
the words of Sizeb:rt, under the year 
475, in his Chronicle. The French af- 
tr the Vandals; and the Alans after the 
Goths ; and the Hunns invaded Gau], 20t 
only to make ſpoyl, but to poſſe(s it for their 
And throughout 
all the Hiſtories that in thoſe rimes 
mention them, theſe Kings were cal- 
led, the Kings of the French, and not the 
Kirgs of France, In thoſe days there be- 
ing no place in Gaz] called trance, from 
whence they might derive that Name. 
The like may allo be ſaid of the Kings 
of the Goths, of the Yandals, and ofma- 
ny other Nations, who ravag'd the Pro- 
vinces of the Roman Empire : So that 
being only an Army which driving all 
to the ſame end, had no ſignal quality - 
| tO 
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to diſtinguiſh ſome from others ; _ 


could have no real difference, whic 
might rank them under particular Or- 
ders, and therefore they remain'd all 
under the general Name of the Preach, 
without being otherwiſe taken notice 
on, under the appellation of divers 
States. To this may be added, that 
their Number was not ſo great , nor 
were they ſo far aſunder, that, when 
they were to be called together, any 
Difficulty or Confuſion needed to hap- 
pen, by their nor being divided into 
States. 

And to prove this Opinion to be 
True, or atleaſt probable, I ſhall bring 
the Teſlimony of the moſt Ancient Wri- 
ters. 4imoinw ſpeaking (at the Eledi- 
on of Faramond,) of the firſt States that 
ever had been Conven'd, faith, Lib. 1. 
Cap. 4. of his Hiſtory. The French chu- 
ſing a King, after the manner of other Nu: 
tions, Exalted Faramond, the Son of Mar- 
comire, into the Royal Throne, And Sigebert 
under the year 419, The French, their 
Leaders Sunno and Marcomire being dead, 
Conſulted in Common together, about ther 

bavirs 
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having a Kingdom alſo, like other Pecples 
and they made Faramond, Son of Marco- 
mire, King. And 01ho Friſingenſis ſpeak- 
ing of the French, Lib. 4. Cap. 32. no 
ſooner mas Sunno aead,but with joynt Coun- 
ciland C onſentthey made Faramond, Son of 
Marcomire, King. And clearly Uſpergen> 
fs after the year 309 of the Original of 
the French. Then Sunno bene Dead, the 
French conſulted amoneſt themſelves, about 
having a King, aficr the mode of other Peg- 
ple ; and, having advis'd with Marcomire, 
they conſtituted his Son Faramond King. 
And the ſame alſo appears in the 
ſecond States, though Seditious and 
Unlawful, that were many years after 
held at the Ele&ion of E2:4iws the Ro- 
man, When the French had driven Ch1il- 
derick, the Third Succeſſively from Fa- 
r-mond, out of the Kingdom ; of which 
matters Gregory T uronenſis , Who lived 
near thoſe times, Lib. 2. Cap. 12. of his 
Hiſtory, ſaith : #:»ally,the French Chil: 
derick being expell'd the Kinzdom, unani- 
mouſly received for their King FEgidius, 
whom I ſaid betore to have heen ſent Maſter of 
the Horſe by the Roman — 
An 
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And Aimoinus, Lib. i. Cap. 7. But the 
French forgetting the Injuries they had done 
the Romans, made Egidius the Patrician, 
(who had the Government of Gaul from the 
Romans) their Kinz. And Sigebert un- 
der the year 461. The French propos'd 
Egidius Captain of the Romans, to be their 
Kine. 

The Authorities above cited, plainly 
ſhow, that they were never deſigned 
by other name, than that of the French, 
and yer to ſhew their Convention. 4- 
moinus ſaith; Chuſing a King, it being 
clear, That no Ele&ion could be made; 
unleſs they, whoſe Priviledg it was, had 
been called together, and ſays $igebert, 
Conſulted in Common together. Orho Fri- 
ſingenſis, with joynt Council and Conſent, 
Uſpergenſts conſulted amongſt themſelves, 
and Gregory Turonesſjs of the ſecond 
States. Unanimouſly received for their King. 
And not any of them mentions one 
word that may intimate a difference or 
particularity of any State. 

But the Truth of ourOpinion is much 
more clearly demonſtrated, by the third 
Convention of States, which was _ 

the 
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the great Cloves,for the lawſyl receiving 
of the Chriſtian Religion, of whom Gre- 
gory Twronenſis relating his Anſwer to 
St. Remigizes, Who exhorted him to ful- 
fl the Vow he made to turn Chriſtian, 
Lib. 2. Cap. 31. Moſt willingly I Obey 
thee, Holy Father, but what if the People who 
fallow me, will not ſuffer me to forſake their 
Gods ® nevertheleſs, 1 will go and try, ac- 


crdingly as you direc. And being come 


among ſt them, cre he could [peak ( the Divine 


Power preventing, ) the People cryed out 
all with one accord, Amway, away with theſe 
Mortal Gods, moſt Gracious King , and let 
us all follow that God which Remigius 4e- 
cares to be Immorta!, And Aimoinus, 
Lib. 1. Cap 16. The King then, under « 
Hnding the Truth , promiſed devontly to 
(erve one only God, yet confeſſed ingemouſly, 
That he would trye, what in this poynt, was 
the option. of the principal men in his King- 
dim, and of his Army ; to the end they might 
the more d«voutly ſubmit to Chriſt, being in- 
dic'd thereto, throuzh far means, and not 
h Threatnings. This Condition is accepted, 
indby an Editt of the Kino, a Publick Con- 
vention of the Pcople is Proclaim'd ; there 
met 
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met the chief men of the Kingdom, . and lill 
wiſe the Military Multitude ; to whom, be. 
ing in his preſence, the King ſpoke after thi 
manner. 

Hence we obſerve , that the King 
Convening his People , whereof his 
Kingdom conſiſted, as Turonerſis clearly 
ſhews in theſe Words : the People that ful. 
low me. And Aimoinus in theſe, a ili 
lick Convention of the People is Proclaim'd 
In the Convention are only named the | 
Chief of the Kingdom, and the Milita- 
ry Multitude , as -imoinus calls 'en,l 
which are none other but the Order df 
the Nobles : or, at the moſt, of the No- 
bles, and thoſe that were not Nobles; 
and ſo the two Lay-States only. And 
this is confirm'd, what I ſaid, that the 
Kingdom in thoſe times conſiſted of an 
Army only ; The People of Gaz! not 
being receiv'd by the French Conque- 
rors at that time, into the Body of the 
Kingdom, nor into any ſhare of the 66 
vernment. 

What has been ſaid is confirm'd by 
the States, who, for the reſtauration 
of Military Diſcipline and Juſtice, re 

calle 
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call'd under Guntrann, Son of Clotharins 
the firſt, and Nephew of the great Clc- 
vis, Where, with a ſpecified number; 
four Bilhops being called,ir appears thar 
about this time the Kings began to re- 
ceive the Biſhops of Gau/ into the Go- 
yernment , and therefore called only 
whom they pleaſed; whereas, had theſe 
come as a Member of the Kingdom, re- 
duc'd into a State; not four only; but 
all, with all the Clergy ſhould have 
been preſent : And further, it appears 
that in proceſs of time, the French and 
the Gauls growing one people, the Bi- 
ſhops began to be received, afterwards 
the Abbots; and ſucceſſively all the 
Clergy ; and ſo ar laſt, of them all was 
form'd the State of the Clergy. Gregory 
Turonenſis ſays then, ſpeaking of G#z- 
tranr, Lib.8. Cap. 30. after having called 
four B1[hops and the chief of the Layety, he 

began to ask the Leaders. E | 
The States then, from the Beginning, 
were either one only of the Nobility - 
orelſe two, of the Nobility and of the 
Third State ; or , to ſpeak (perhaps) 
more properly, of the Souldiers; At- 
C tcrwards; 
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rerwards, in the TraCt of Time, other 


Conditions of Men began to mix in the 
Third State, and a ſeveral State to be 
made of the Biſhops and Clergy, and at 
the length three States to be eſtabliſh- 
ed, and-in the ſame form, as at pre- 
ſent. 


Wherefore in the Conventions of the States 
all the men of the Kingdom are not pre- 
ſent, but only ſome Deputies, 


T HE third doubt is eaſily reſolved, 
for that the Kingdom of France is 
grown ſo great, and enricht with many 
populous Provinces, and therefore can: 
not croud all the men thereof - into one 
only place , 'tis for the Convenience 
ſake eltabliſhr, that the Inhabitants of 
particular places meeting together, 
thould ſend fome Deputies to the Con: 
vention of their Provinces, which are 
diſtin each from other, and thar in 
theſe Conventions they afterwards 
chuſe ſome, who in the name of their 
Province, ſhall ſerve in the general Con- 
vention of the Kingdom : and ſo theſe 


appear 
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appearing in the Name, and with the 
Power of all the Province, the inconve- 
nience of meeting, and the Confuſion 
is taken away, and the effect follows, 
as if all the men of the Kingdom were 
perſonally mer rogerher;for Pay! tells us, 
That it matters not, whether a thing he done 
by a whole Oraer,or by one who is Deputed by 
that Order. And now we may pro- 
cced. : 

To know what Power the States 
have, who are the Body of the King- 
dom, we mult ſearch for a Principle 


b. 

$ {| more high, and examine what a King- 
7 | dom is, and whar its — that ſo we 
» I may ſee afterwards what Power remains 
0 inthe States. 

f What a Kinedons is ? 


1 A Kingdom then is an Ample and Per- 

fect Society of Men, which abound- 
n Ning with Noble end ]lluſtrious perſons; 
Is live Vertuouſly under a King. But that 
it Fit may be more clearly underitood what 
2 Kingdom is, and ſo that we may find 
vhat we are in queſt of, and the ſureſt 

"- way 
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way can be taken, is diligently to exa- 
mine the parts. 

Wheretore, although why a Kinzdom 
7s a Society of men is ſo clear, that there 
is no need of making farther enqui yon 
| har occaſion, nevertheleſs 'tis neceſſa- 
ry ſor our purpoſe to fee why this Soci- 
cty is made, and from whence it grows, || ! 
and beginning with the laſt, I ſay, That 
Sycech which is only and proper to || * 
men, proves ſufficiently, that rhe Soci- | 
ety of men proceeds from Nature, fince || © 
that the Tongue cannot be employ'd E* 
reaſonably unleſs in Company, becauſe * 
it being proper for the Tongue to ex-  * 
preſs the Conceptions of the mind.none h 
that is not crazy, and beſides his Sen 
ſes, will hold parly with himſelZ, or talk 
to his own Ears the thoughts of his | 
Kecart : Nature therefore that gave man f 
a Tongue, gave him alſo an inclination j 
to that Society where he might uſe bis" 
Tongue, or to ſpeak more properly, 
gave him the uſe of his Tongue, to the Cy 
end he might enjoy thar Society, for!" 
which Narure deſign'd him. 


The ſame thing is demonſtrated p 
the 


o 
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the uſe of Moral Vertues, which are a1- 
lo proper and particular to Humare 
kind, How, and to whom ſhall Juſtice 
be adminiſtred, unleſs amongſt men ? 
how {hall Fortirude appear, unleſs on 
ſuch occaſions as happen amonglt men? 
how Temperance, unleſs for the moſt: 
part on the like occaſions ? where ſhall 
Iradence have place, unleſs in debaring 
and reſolving the affairs of men, and 
thoſe eſpecially which concern the In- 
tereſt and Government of the Mulri- 
tde( who can be Liberal if he give nor 
to many ? who ſhall enjoy the ſweers 
of Freindihip, if he have not to whom 
he may be a Friend ? and who could re- 
liſh the Fofleflion of the whole Worid, 
if he had not a Friend with whom to 
hare his Happineſs ; Nature therefore 
that has made Vertue proper to man, 
has alſo made it proper ro man to livo 
1 Company : We mult thank Nature 
then for oar Society, and for the excr- 
ale of thoſe Faculties which are only 

proper and ſingular to man. 
Why this Sociery is made, is ſuffici- 
atly manifelt þy that Natural Inclina- 
3 tion, 
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tion, which importunes man to perpe- 


ruate himſelf and his kind ; for from 
hence follows that Conjunction of Man 
and Woman, by ſome accounted a $a- 
crament, by all, a Lawful Matrimony, 
The ſame alſo is clear, from the Carc 
Parents take to Educate, Inſiruct and 
Accompliſh their Children and Poſteri- 
ty, neither this nor the other being fea- 
ſible, unleſs with Company. 

And likewiſe from the Advantage, a 
man receives {rom Commerce with men, 
for who is ſo abundantly turniſh'd with 
all things neceſſary 2 who can fo per- 
tectly foreſee all things that may be 
needtul or convenient for him, which 
are not in other hands, and whereof 0- 
thers may have plenty whilſt he is in 
Want ? 

The Neceſſity allo, that one man 
may have, of being defended from ano- 
thers Violence, proves the ſame thing: 
tor Nature having arm'd all other 1: 
ving Creatures, ſome with Horns, ſome 
with Beaks, ſome with Claws, ſome 
with Teeth ro fight withal : or elf 
Swiftneſs, or Wings to avoid the Enc- 
my, 
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my : inſtead of theſe, ro men only is 
given Prudence, whereby united and in 
League together, they may joyntly 
overcome that force againſt which one 
by one, and ſingly they could make no 
defence. 

This Society then was made to fatis- 
fy the natural inclinarions, and for the 
Convenience and Sccuritv of mankind, 
and from theſe motives ſprang rhe firſt 
Societys which produce.i Families , 
Neighbourhoods and little Town- 


ſhips. 
Bur becauſe the men of unquiet and 


wicked Spirits were apt to mulriply,and 
ir being therefore neceſſary allo rhar 


the Society ſhould encreaſe, to be able 


to reſiſt and ſuppreſs them, hence the 
Territories came to be enlarged, and 
more Townſhips to be unitcd, which at- 
terwards grew up ro Frovinces, and it 
not being only needful ro ſuppreſs the 
Riots, and correct the diſturbers ot rheir 
Peace at home : but alſo there being a 
neceſſity of defending themſe. ves from 
thoſe unjuſt invaders, and foreign Ene- 
mies who ſcek by open War to oppreſs 

| C 4 them, 
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them , neceſſity taught them to joyn 
the Forces and Strength of more Pro- 
vinces, thereby ro be 1n a Condition to 
ſecure themſelves againſt what Enemy 
ſoever ſhould diſturb them; and, final- 
ly, it is. from this union of Frovinces 
that a Kingdom is formed ; and thus a 
Kingdom 'is an ample Society of 
men. 

It is a perfect Socicty for two rea- 
ſons; the tirſt, for thar this Society is 
all of ir ſelf as an entire body, and not 
as a member which depends on another 
body, and has therefore neceſſary pow- 
cr Within it ſelf : has its own Councils, 
its own Laws and its own Magiſtrates, 
for otherwiſe it could neither be called 
a perfect Society, nor a Kingdom : as 
for example, Bureundy cannot be callcd 
a Kingdom ('tis endeed one of rhe fair 
Provinces of Fraxce, contains a great 
Multitude of People, and in former 
times was a Kingdom,) becauſe at this 
day, 'tis only a Member and nor a body 
entire, 'Theſecond reaſon 1s, that it1s 
a Society 1ufficicnt of it ſelf, and able 
to ſupply all its occaſions, without any 

2] ty 
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neceſſity of help from elſewhere, and 
therefore hath all things thar are con- 
yenient tor a good and vertuous life,and 
ſo muck Strength as may ſuffice to re- 
pell all Enemies thar in any probabiliry 
might be troubletome ro ir, for ſhould 
there come from flrange Countries an 
Inundation of unknown People, as here- 
tofore the t/orhs, the Lombard:,the Hnns, 
and other Barbarous Nations that over- 
ran the Koman Empire, this weuld not 
hinder, bur that it might ill remain a 
Kingdom, and a perfect Socicty of men, 
though it could make no defence 
2gain{t ſuch a Storm : the like happen. 
ing ſeldom, and our of the proipedt of 
Humane Þrudence, and on ſuch occaſ- 
ons 'tis ncce{:ary that for the common 
Security more Kingdoms unite, more 
Kingdoms being Threatned with the 
lame Deſtruftion. Thus ro preſerve 
themſelves againſt Artila, Eris the Re 
man, Merovee the Frexch, Theoaorick 
the /:/#201h, and others did Confederate 

together. 
.In the like manner is to be under- 
ſiopd rhar it hath all things convenienr 
Or 
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or at leaſt equivalent, for it may well 
be, that a Kingdom may want one 


thing neceſſary, and yet abound in ſuch 
plenry of others, as may in exchange 
trom abroad anſwer the defect ; and this 
nevertheleſs is a perfect Socicty and 
Kingdom : whereas, if what is neceſſa- 
ry were wanting, and no means found 
to ſupply that Want , this cannot be 
ale a Society, nor a Kingdom,nor tru- 
ly perfect ; it follows from what has 
been ſaid , thar the Society which 
makes a Kingdom to be perfect, ought 
to poſſeſs a Country ſo Fruittul and 
Large, as may conveniently afford of it 
ſelf all things that are neceſſary ; But 
thall not parſae this Argument, it being 
not very much ro our purpoſe. 

Is a Society abounding with Noble 
and Il'uftrious perſons, becauſe it is ab- 
folutely neceſſary thar in this Muſltt- 
tulle who have a dcſign to live Vertu- 
ouſly, many ſhall be born, who by their 
own proper Actions and Vertue, hall 
lay the Foundations of that Nobility, 


which, aſtcrwards enrich'd by rhe oe 
Jt» 
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ble Ations of their Succeſſors, will 
make the Families Splendid and 1lluſtri- 
ous. 

Tis laſtly, a Society that lives Ver- 
tuoully under a King, and it 1s there- 
fore as well diſtinguith'd from other 
Societies, who live under Principalities, 
cither of a few Nobles, or of the Peo- 

le who Govern by the Laws ; as alſo 
irom all other. domination, 'Tyrannical 
and Unjuſt. The Societies, then, which 
make Kingdoms, as all others, are 
form'd by Nature, and by the Confide- 
ration of thoſe great Advantages that 
always attend great Societies. 

It now remains, that we underſtand. 
by what occaſion, and how this Society 
of men becomes Subject ro a ſingle Per- 
ſon, and to know more clearly what 
Power he has in himiclf, that we may 
ind what we enquire alter. 

And it being true, which experience 
moſt certainly ſhows, that the Appe- 
tites and Wills of men are far more va- 
rious and different amongſt themſelves, 
than either their Countenance or the 
teatures of their Body ; thence it plain- 


ly 
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ly appears, that the Actions and De. 
ſigns of every one ſo certainly turn to 
divers ends, as the deſires that carry 
them are divers : and that therefore eye- 
ry one propoſing an end to himſelf dif. 
fcrent from all others, it would be ab. 
ſolurely impoſſible that they ſhould 


continue long rogether in the Society 


and in Peace, and enjoy thoſe Benefits - 


for which rhe Society was ordain'd ; if 
they ſhould nor have ſome Tye, which 
holding them united rogether, {hould 
draw them all along to the ſame end. 
And 'tis alſo plain, that the ſame Na- 
ture that brought them to this Society, 
for their Preſervation, and for the Ad- 
vantages they enjoy by it, gave them 
Prudence, to know, that to preſerve 
this Society, and to preſerve the Peace 
in it, it is neceſſary, that there ſhould 
be one, who laying aſide private Ad- 
vantages and particular Intereſt, ſhould 
tara his eye to the general and publick 
Good, to this only end bend all his 
Thoughts , employ his Mind, direct 
his Actions, and by the $inews of his 
Power hold the reſt fo faſt united, that 


* 
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he ſhould gyide them all to the very 
fame end. FR they reſolve and 
make choice of one, whoſe Prudence 
and Goodneſs they might confide in, 
and conſtitute him Superior to all ; fo 


that he may take care of all, defend all, 


and as Head and Chief of the Society 
have the Government and Diſpoſal of 
all the Body, and of the publick bene- 
fits of the Society. 

Therefore by the neceſſity that Na- 
tute ſhow'd us, and by the EleCtion of 
meti guided by Prudence, is the Royal 
Preeminence introduced into Socie- 
ties. 

Here it may be objected, thar King- 
doms go rot always by Election, but 
that they are very often gotten by 
Arms. To this, I ſhall only anſwer, 
That we ſpeak of Lawful Kingdoms ; 
which cannor otherwiſe be Conltituted, 
but by Election either of God,as that of 
Sazl and of David ; or of men, as thoſe 
whereof we ſpeak. 

So that He who gains a Kingdom by 
Arms, either has right to that King- 
dom, and then gains not a Kingdom, it 

| being 
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being his right, and in all juſt reaſon 


due to him, but puts himſelf in poſſe; 
on of that right, which others had un- 
juſtly Uſurped from him ; and therefore 
ho'ds that Kingdom.cither by Election, 
or by a Lawful Succeſſion of them, who 
had it by Election ; or otherwiſe, He 
has no Right, and then Conquering a 
Kingdom,he makes it a Tyrannical Prin- 
cipality, and not a Kingdom ; till ſuch 
time, that after many Ages, and by a 
Juſt Government all violence forgotten, 
he obrains by along and continued con- 
ſent of the people, a Tacite EleCtion, 
which brings it ro be Lawful. Where- 
fore, Treating, as has been ſaid of 4 
Lawful Kingdom, we ſhall not ſpeak of 
thoſe that are gotten unjuſtly by 
Arms. 


What Power is in a Kingdom ? 


BY T returning to our putpoſe, as iti 
vain had men been reduc'd into a 
Society, and in vain had the reſolution 
to chuſe a Prince, if in the Society they 


ſhould not have had that Power to po 
Nl 
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niſh Offenders, to defend and preſerve 
themſelves, which they had need of ; 
Asafterwards alſo in vain had been thar 
Power, if they could not have transfer- 
red it to their Prince, for the execution 
ofhis Charge : For thar, it either the 
Society was without Power, or the men 
nit, had all equal Power, every one 
would certainly be Governed according 
to his own Will, and every ones Will 
would be ſway'd by his Appetite, con-- 
trary to the Appetite of every one be- 
ſides: and ſo every one drawing a ſeve- 
ral way, 'tis very certain that the Soci- 
ay would be ill able ro defend its ſelf, 
ether from its Enemies at Home or 
abroad, bur muſt ſpeedily be diffolved 
and ſpeedily fall ro Ruin. 

As alſo were the power only in the 
Multitude, and they could nor tran\- 
kr it to their Prince, being rhe People 
ofa Kingdom would nor be able for the 
Execution of that Power, to meer all in 
ome day and 1n one place, fo often as 
there ſhould be need, (and need there 
would be roo often) molt certainly the 
veiety would be defrauded of rhoſe 
Ad- 
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Advantages which Power brings toz 
SOCICLY. 

It can be no doubt, Power being ne. 
ccſſary amongſt men, for the ſame end 
that a Society is neceſſary, but tha 
Nature which induc'd men to a Society, 
did alſo moſt certainly furniſh this $6 
ciety with Power, without which it 
could never ſubfiſt, and with Power in 
ſuch manner as was neceſiary. Not 
can it be doubted ; bur having after 
wards endu'd them with this Power, 
Nature alſo made them capable of tra 
ferring it to their Prince, otherwiſe it 
vain would they have been reduced in- 
tro a Society, and in vain would haye 
received that Power. A Society, the 
has of neceſſity from Nature, withinit 
ſelf, the power of doing every thing 
that is either neceſſary or convenient 
for a well-order'd People ; has the Pow 
er to transfer this Power to their KingFfer 
and in ſhort, whether ir reſt in the Peoith 
ple, or is transferred to rhe King, is falſſec 
its Preſervation, and good GoyernmenFer, 


Abſolute and Omnipotent. d 4 
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Returning now to the queſtion, whieh 
is what Power the States have, I ſay, 


That from the Premiles an Anſwer may 
eafily be drawn. 


The Power of ine S'ates before the Elidlin 


 # Bp 23 
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N OT having made Election of a 


King, the Statcs have all the Pow- 
&, which before we ai i to be neceffari- 
ly in a Society, which of it ſelf is fufh- 
ently evident. | 


In 1f1cr 1h; Eledt ion, the Prwer is wholly in the 


A nt, 


AN EleCtion is mace, the King lives, 
and 1s able to Govern : and now 
ordinarily che States have not any Fow- 
rat all;having with the Election trans- 
kre'd it tothe King, This is clear in 
the Kingdom of +raxce, it not being 


Ween in the Elections, thar the States 


erer reſerv'd any Power ar all to them- 
klves, as plainly appears by the pizces 
above cired,in the Election of Far 1194, 

go OuL 
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. Out of «Aimoinus, Sig:bert, PFrifingenſis, 
and Uſpergenſis, the ſame may be obſer- 
ved in the Election of P;p:, of which 
ſaith Ecinhartus, Tutor of Charles the 
Great , in his life, at the beginning, 
But Pipin by rhe Authority of the Biſhep of 
Rome, of the Maier of the Palace, mat: 
King , having Reigncd fifteen and murt 
years, &c. the continuator of Aimouiny, 
Lib. 4. Cap. 61. Th:s year according to 
the Decree of the Roman Biſhop, Pipin wa 
cheſen King of the French, ana to the Dig. 
nity of this Honcur was Anointed with tht 
Holy Union by Boniface, Arch Biſhop ani 
Martyr, of Holy Memory ; and according 
to the Cuſtom of the French, was in the Ci 
ty of Soiſſons exalted. 

Adon of Fienna, under the year 727: 
Pipin ſent Urgard Biſhop of Wisburg, ni 
Falrade h;s Chaplain, to Zachary, thr 
Biſhop of Rome, to ask him whether the 
Kings of the French cnzht io continue ſo,ut 
having any Pomer , but content with th 
Name only of a Kinr. To whom iſt 
Zachary anſwered, That he much rathit 
ought 10 be called the King who Governt 
the Common Wealth, The Ambaſſadors bt 

ine 
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in returned, and Childerick Depos'd, who 
then had the Name of King, the French, by 
ch Wl the Agwice of the Ambaſſadors, and of Pope 
he © Zachary, choſe Pipin, and made him King. 
g. MReginon in his Chronicle under the year 
of 150. Pipin, according 10the Cuſtom of the 
a: (trench, being choſen King, and anointed by 
ore the hands of Bonitace , Arch Biſhop_ of 
4, EMonts, of Holy Memory, in the City of Soif- 
10 ſons, exalted by the French ; 4nd Chil- 
pas (derick, who was falſly called Kine, is ſhaven 
ig. 1d put into a Monaſtery. I. 
+ Godfrey Viterbienfis, part 17. undef 
in; the year Seven hundred ;and fourteen. 
in ut Pipin, y Pope Zachary, and by the 
Ci-MElection of the French, ws made King of the 
french , Childerick being ſet at nonght, 
27. flow 4 Monk in a Monaſtery. And Uſpers 
an{eznſis ſpeaking of Pope Zachary, under 
hethe year 751. And owing his Authority, 
th commanded that Pipin ve conſtituted King, 
lnder the year 75 2 .Pipin,by the Authority 
f Tope Zachary choſes, according to the 
Cuſtom of the French, to the Kingdom, is 
exalted by th? hands of St. Boniface, Arch - 
Bibop of Metz, iz th: City of Soifſons, #9 
Wi: Royal Sear. | 
D 2 And 
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And this is yet more clear in the Ele. 
Ction of 040, of which the Continuator 
of Aimoinus, ſpeaking of Charies the Sim- 
ple, Lib.5. Cap. 42. whoſe Age, the chitf 
men of France, having pudeca unfit (15 in- 
aecd it was) for to exerciſe Domimon, (|- 
pecially now, when News came of freſh Tu- 
mults in Normangy, They conſulted upon 
the Sum of affairs ; wherefore, there remair- 
ing two Sons of Robert, Count of Anjou, 
(who was a perſon of the Houſe of Saxony,) 
the Elder named Odo; the other Robert, af- 
ter his Father, Odo the Eld:r, was by tit 
chicf of the French of Burgundy and if 
Aquitain, Aſſemgled together, againſt h: 
Witt, choſen Guardian of the © hild Charles, 
and Governonr of the Kingdom ; and wis 
anointed by Gualter, Arch Biſhyp of Sens: 
Regino underthe year 888. having told 
the Death of Charles the Grofs, faith, 
Now whilſt the people of Gaul were afſem- 
bled traether, with the Cenſent of Arnolfus, 
wth joynt Council ar.d good Will, they madt 
King over them, Duke Ortho, ' Son of Ro- 
bert, of whom a little before we have (poken, 
a perſon tout, and in whom, above all i't 
reſt, was rojea his handſom Reure An 
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fis tall Stature, his Greatne|s, his Strength, 
and his Wiſ41-m, Sigebert, under the year 
6q0. having alſo telated the Death of 
Charles the Groſs. But the French having 
leſpisd Charles the Son of Lewis the 
Stammerer, a Child of ſcarce ten years Old, 
| they preferred Odo for their King, the Sor 
if Puke Robert, ſlain (as we have ſaid) by 
. 4: Normans. - Otho Frifingenſis, Lib. 
6, Cap. 10. who alſo had ſer down the 
) | Death of Charles. Then the French of 
. Withe Weſt, with the Conſent of Arnolf, made 
: Odo the Son of Robert, a waliant perſon 
{heir King. And Uſpergentis under the 
; year 886. the Prices of Gaul made Ortho; 
sWarlike and. Stout perſon their King, in 
s ihe Palace of Campagne. 

| Now ſecing that by all theſe places 
{Hof the principal and lawtul EleQtions in 
i the Kingdom of the French, thus ar 
R large ſet down, it is maniteſt thar the 
s Elections were always made abſolutely 
and without reſerve. Ir alſo of nece(ſ1- 
0 —_ that the power of the King- 
1,flcom was always transferred to the 
kizg abſolutely and without reſerve. 
But I cannor forbear to ſay,ThatI am 
D 3 of 
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of opinion that the Ele&tion of Pipiz,and 
of 040, ought to be called Declaration 
and not Elections, it being underſtood 
that though Pz:in and 924» were of lines 
far diſtant from that of Merower:,yet ne- 
vertheleſs, both were of the ſame 
Blood with the Antient Frexch Kings, 
from which the Meroviz7ians had their 
Extraction : However, preſuppoſing 
now the Opinion hitherto generally re: 
ceived, I will leave it to be handled in 
a particular Diſcourſe, and return to 
our Deſign. 

Whar has been ſaid is confirm'd by 
all Riſtories, which without any var: 
ation, teſlify, that the Kings always 
Governed Abſolutely ; and rhe reaſon 
is mar.ifeſt, becauſe it is ordinarily the 
Kings right, as Bartolys relates in his 
Treatiſe 4: Tyrannide ; And Corjettus in 
his de po:eflate regia, ſaying,That the King 
has all the Power, when in his Eledtion m 
reſerve appears. Hence 1t 1s clear, that 
the power of the Kingdom is wholly 
transferred to the King, and moreover 
rhe King being EleQed for the Defence 
and Goyernment of the Kingdom ( - 1s 
above 
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above fully ſhewn , he could nor exe- 
cute his Charge, nor aniwer the ends of 


v8 }.: qu. 
F his Election, 1t all the Power were nor 
 M transferred to him, The States there- 
"| fore have not any power, nor can it be 
6 : « ; : 

E ſaid, Thar after the Eleion any remains 
. in the States, as well, becauſc it cannor 


ſeverally and abſolutely be in two, as 
becauſe it were not expedicnt that it 
S ſhould ; for being equal in Commiznd, 
the one could have no power over the 
other, nor could there be any Gbecli- 
ence, nor from divers Or.lcers ought cn- 
| fue bur Confuſion, and the ruin of the 
} Kingdom ; 3s alſo, becauſe the States 
having their Power not from themſelves 
but from Nature, and not having irom 
Nature other power than that which 
is neceſſary for them, Nature doing no- 
thing in vain, and the States them- 
ſelves transferring their power to the 
King, and it beiny convenicnt,that they 
transfer to him, al! that which is necet- 
ary for the Government, 'tis therefore 
YI certain, rhar they transfer tro him all 
the Power which they had from Na- 
ture,and con!equently, that they them- 
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40 Of the States 
ſelves reſt depriv'd of it. Nor is it m& 
terial, that the States Creating a King 
by their Election, ſeem alſo to Create 
the Power, which they transfer to the 
King, and ſo that having power to cre- 
ate, the power always remains with 
them, notwithſtanding that they trans- 
ferred it to the King : to anſwer this, 
we ſay,” Tis indeed true, that by the Ele- 
tion they Create a King, who was not 
before Created, yet it is not true, that 
they create the power, which has no 
dependance on them, bur is created by 
Nature ; and is therefore neceffary in 
the people, whether the people will or 
no, ſince no man can renounce the De- 
fence, and preſervation of himſelt, which 
he has from Nature. 

And though indeed the States betorc 
the Election, may be without a King, 
preferring the Government of a few, or 
any other Government, yet in no wik 
can they be without the power, whicl 
is neccſſiry to them for the Govern 
ment ; becauſe that power has not its 
riſe from them, bur (as is ſaid) is gt 
ven them by Nature, for that Preferva 
ion 
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' tion and Defence which they cannor 


renounce, the Power therefore not de- 
pending on them, 'tis certain, thart at- 
ter they have deliver'd it over by an 
Election, they have it no longer in 
themſelves, accordingly in the Additt- 
ons tO Eutropirs by Panius Diaconnms, Lib: 
12. YValentinian to the Soldicrs, who after 
having choſen him Emperor, would 
have given him a Companion in the 
Empire, Hold; Gentlemen Suntdirs, ſaid 
he, it was in your power, when I was not 
Emperor , to give me the Government of the 
Empire, but now that I am in Poſſeſſion tis 
mine, and you are not to trouble your heads 
with publick matters any further. 
Now becauſe we have ſaid, that the 
States before the Election of a King,may 
chuſe either an Ariſtocracy, or any 0- 
ther Government; I mult declare, thar 
this has place only in the firſt times, 
when rhe People were to chuſfe the 
torm of theirGovernmenr, becauſe it can 
hardly take,in caſe of a Kingdomwhich 
for manyAges had been Governed by a 
ſingle perſon;for no man is ſo little vers'd 
in Civil 
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of a Monarchy are altogether different 
from rhoſe either of an Ariſtocracie, or 
of a Yopular Government, and that 
the Change even of one fingle Law is in 
it ſeit 11] and dangerous, notwithſtand- 
ing that the Change is made tor the bet- 
ter : And therefore, fince a Monarchy 
cannot be changed into another torm of 
Government, but all the Laws muſt 
likewiſe be changed ; and the change 
of them being ſo much the u orſe and 
more dangerous, inaſmuch as it is ab- 
{olutely neceſſary that not only one, 
bar all muſt be Changed. And, in like 
manner, as in a mans body, accuſtomed 
to one way of living, which after many 
years is become natural to him, he can- 
not change his Courſe of Life, though 
into a much better, without purring his 
body into certain danger. So *tis with 
a Veople accuſtomed to live ander the 
Government of a ſingle perſon, and un- 
der the Laws of a Monarchy, which 
by the uſe of many hundred years arc 
made natural to them, they cannot al 


tcr this Government and theſe Laws, 
wWith- 


Civil Aﬀairs, but knows that the Laws 
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without promiſing a certain ruine, not 
only of the Head,and of the Monarchy; 
bur alſo of the Members and of the bo- 
dy of the Monarchy it ſelf, and in 
ſhort, of all the Veople. 


The power of the Kingdom in the Succeſſor 
that is capable, uhea the King is unca- 


pable. 


WH ERE theKing is alive, but ei- 

* rherby being in the hands of Ene- 
mies, or by other accident is uncapa- 
ble of the Government, and when he 
who ought to Succeed is capable, rhe 
power remains in the King, bat the 
Adminiſtration of ir, and the Govern- 
ment of the Kingdom during the Acct- 
dent, and the incapaciry belongs to the 
Succeſſor, This was proved by the 
Wiſe Charles the Fifth, whilit he was 
Dauphin, when his Farther King Fo-n 
was Priſoner in F2/a:4, and the Depu- 
ties of rhe States had reſolved, thar the 
King of Navarr, then Frifoner in Parr, 
ſhould be releaſed, and thar a certain 


pumber of rheir body ſhould inſpe& the 
--  Go- 
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Government, he Wiſely without mos 
ado, diſmiſs'd the Aſſembly, of which 
Action Gaguinw Lib. 9. under King Joby 
thus ſpeaks, four days after, Charles ha- 
ving taken Council of his Friends, called 
aſide ſome of the Deputies, and by them ſig. 
rified to the reſt; that they might reins 
home, till at a more convenient ttme,he would 
have them call'd, and ty this Invention of 
Charles, the aſſembly was diſmiſ”d., 
And Parlus Emlins, Lib. 9. under 
King Fohn, To the young man this ſceml 
nat the way to do his by ſneſs, bit to preſcribe 
L aws, to make Rules, and to give an audi- 
cious and potent head to the Fadtions, yi 
this was not a time to contr adidt them: open- 
ly, and only by d:ſSembling, he confounded 
the Cour cils of the fifty Deputier, &c, Anda 
little while after the States being again 
Aſſembled, and ſome of them meddling 
with the Governmenr, he forbad them 
to do ſo any more, of which Gaguinus in 
the ſaid Lib. 9. But not lon? after, the vit- 
lent Spirit of that Aſſembly nas lay?; ang t- 
Very one went home to his reſpeitive habila- 
tron; and the Afeembly being diſſolved, 
Charles, called to him the Provoſt of the 
Mer- 


I Ss, * 
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Merchants Charles Conſake 42d John 
Infolane ; the principal Governors of the 
Kingdom, and forbad them to ujurp the Ad- 
nin;ration any longer, ſaying That he him- 
ſelf was of Age ſufficient to govern the Com- 
mn Wealth, 


The power of the States to depute the Co- 
wernment, the King and the Succeſ- 
ſor being both uncapable, if the Kins had 
not before deputed a Regent, 


WH E N he who ought to be the 
Succeſſor is alſo uncapable, and 
the King had not betore his uncapacity, 
conſtirured a Regenr of the Kingdom, 
and the power ſtill reſting in the King, 
The Statcs and the Princes of the King- 
dom have power to depute the Govern- 
ment of that Kingdom, this may be 
ſeen in the time of Charles rhe Sixth, 
when having loſt his Senſes, and his Son 
an Infant in the Cradle, and his Brother 
under Age, The States depured ch» 
Duke of Berry, and 7Ph:1ip the Bold, 
Duke of Burgundy, his Uncles, of which 
Parlus Expilins Lib 9. under Charles 6. 
= The 
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The King being carried from Mons to Pa- 
ris. an Aﬀembly was made for the Swpreme 
Adminiſtration of the Ki»odom, the Dake 
of Orleans as the next, aemanded it. But 
ſo great a Burthen was denyed to his tender 
Years . and to the Uncles was given the 
Power of the Government, &c. 
Bur if the King had before appointed 
a Regent, then rhe Regent has the Ad- 
minittration of the Power and of the 
Kingdom. 
An Inſtance of this kind we havein 
Francis the Great, when during his Im- 
riſonment in Spain, Ledovica of Saviy, 
bis Mother whom he,betfore his Capti- 
vity, had declar'd Regent of #rance,Go- 
yerned the Kingdom; on this occaſion 
Ferron ſpeaking of the ſame King Frar- 
cis, Who was atraid of being detain'd in 
France by his Mother, who in Order 
thereunto, Writ that ſhe expected him, 
having matters of rhe greateſt Conlſe- 
”=_ to confer with him abour. Fer, 
ib. 9. He fearing this, departed ſuddznly, 
and nevertheleſs left her the Adminiſtration 
of the Kingdom, And Martin de Bellay 
fpeaking of the ſame departure, lib. 2. 
Le 
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Itvine Madam T.odovica of Savoy Re - 
rent in France. 

And Ferron in another place, after 
having ſaid, that the Parliament having 
heard that the King was taken, cncou- 
raged the diſtrafted Multitude, it fol- 
lows lib. 2. Lodovica af!er their exaz- 
ple held the Aſſembly of 1h: Barons, and 
comforting them, bad them not be diſheart- 
wd in ſo great a Calamity, Lautree having 
left the care of Baionne to thoſe of Gram- 
mont, went to Narbonne, whether it was 
reported that the Imperialifts wor 'z :ome 
hereupon Lodovica with many worad's has 
ving commenacd his Council, writ to him to 
lake ſpecial care that France might jrſtain 
w damaze, that Baionne bejz:g provided 
fir, he ſhould not ſtir from Narbonne ; 
id Writ what number of "oct and Horſe he 
weded for the Defence of that Proviuce. 
She Writ alſo moſt kind Letters to 25; Cities, 
ind Comforted all, &c. 
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5 Of the States 
The Power «f the States, the King being ab. 
ſelutely uncapable, declared ſuch, and 


Laving no Succeſſor. 


Wn the King that lives is abfq- 

lutely uncapable, has no Succeſ. 
ſor, and is declar'd uncapable, in thoſc 
Circumſtances,the power returns to the 
States, and therefore they may make 
a new Election. 

This happened when Charles the 
Groſs, being in a manner ſenſeleſs, was 
depos'd from his Kingdom, and trom 
the Empire, and in the Empire Arn! 
phus was ſubſtituted in his placc, of 
which Keginon under the year 884. 
This being done, the Emperor began to hi 
weat both in Body and Mind, and therefor 
in the M11nth of November, about the Fraſ 
of St. Martin, he came to Triburia, whert 
te 7rneral States were called, the chief mt 
of the Kinedom objcrving , that not 1h 
ſtrength of hs Body only, but withal thi 
the ſenſes of his Mind alſo failed him, wil 
01g accord th:y preferr'd Arnolph, Son! 


[ 


E 


It 
Char 
ie 1 
pos'c 
ling 
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lucce; 
kings 
"% | 


keign 
Teltir 


Carlomann ro the Kingdom ; and ſudderWrdti 
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hthey Coſpir'd together, ana forſook th® 
Wl Emperor, betaking themſelves with all Di- 
{if leence 10 the aforeſaid Arnolf Sige- 
tert Gembracenſis under the year 890. 
Charles the Emperor failing both in Body 
ind Mind, is Depos'd by the chief of the 
Ml ſingdom, and to the Kingdom is advai- 
Md Arnolf bs Confin, Son of King Carlo- 
man. And otho Friſingenſis, Lib. 6. 
Cap. 9. under the year of our Lord 887 
the Emperor Charles having begun tobe 
very 41! of Body-and of Mind,the Princes of 
$f/!:K1ngdomm near Triburia. about the Feaſt 
# St. Martin choſe Arnolf, Son of Carlo- 
{man ro the Kingdom: | 
Y It is to be noted , That thou gh 
Mc1rles rhe Groſs , Emperor, was alſo 
ne years King of France, and was De- 
Ajos'd from the Empire and from the 
Wlingdom : nevertheleſs Arno/ph , who 
mas baſe Son to Carloman of Bavaria, 
lcceeded in the Empire, bur nor in the 
lingdom, ro which had been Elected 
0, firſt King of the Line that now 
eigns ; to prove this, may ferve the 


Hection , and eſpecially Regino, who 
n writ 


Teltimonies produc'd before about thax ' 
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writ in the year 892, as he tells us un- 
der the ſame year, and therefore at the 
ſame time that 0d was Elected ; which 
according to him, was in the year 888, | hi 
and aftcr the Dearth of the ſaid Charles Þ ti! 
the Groſs. at 

Bur as I have intimated before, That WI hi 
I account the EleCtions of P/p:n and of BD, 
040, rather Declarations than EleRi- cit 
ons. ſoI will nor here ſtick to ſay, That I de 
'tis not in the Power of the States to ſl ſes 
declare the uncapacity of the King; and E he 
that 'tis not ſufficient, that the incapa- I ces 
ciry is ſo palpable, and fo notorious,as I no! 
to allow of no excuſe ; But thar 'tis alſo ya 
abſolutely neceſſary, thar by ſome Su-E ut 
preme Power, far remote from any pat-Eno 
ticular Intereſt or Deſign, and free from Pi 
all ſuſpicion, this incapacity ſhould be fe; 


declared, becauſe otherwiſe a GateW Tre 


would be open tor every Seditious pet- 
ſon to dilturb rhe Peace and publick 
Tranquility ; and under the pretenceot 
incapacity, to Plot againſt the King to 
the Ruin of the Kingives 

This is plainly demonſtrated as well 


by the Depoſition of Charles the Grols 
. as 
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33 by thar of Ch:lderick, for though the 
incapacity, or rather ſtupidity of Ch1/. 
1 Þ 4rick was too notorious, nevertheleſs 
he was not depos'd from his Kingdom, 
;Þ till firſt, che Popes Zachary and Stephan, 

at the requeſt of the French,had declar'd 
t Þ him uncapable, and conſented to his 
f © Depoſition. And though the uncapa- 
- city of Charles the Groſs, through the 
t detect of his Strength and of his Sen- 
0 ſes, was alſo roo well known ; and that 
dE he was declared uncapable by the Prin- 
- ces of the Empire ; yet for all this, was 
SF not 0do received for King, till firlt Charles 
of vas Dead, as both the one and the 
- Yother may eaſily be ſeen by the Teſti- 
t-Ynonies produc'd for the Eleftions of 
mY 7pm and of 04s, and of this we ſhall 
x F ſpeak more at large, in the particular 
ic Y Treatiſe. 
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The King biting Dead, the Power paſees ti 
the Succeſlor, that is certain and capa- 


ble. | al 


"HERE theKing is dead, and thefl;j 
Succeſſor is certain, there the} 7 
States have no power at all, for tha, 
the Elections of the Kingdom of France, in 
is not of one perſon only, bur of the 7, 
Blood ; and operate ſo far as there is} y, 
Lite in that Blood, which is ſufficiently} c; 
manifeſt by all our Hiſtories, chow 
ſome there are, I know not with what, 
deſign, who in theſe days ftrive to con-Ergy 
tradi a Truth ſo manifeſt, 'ris certain f/F 
that the Power transfuſeth ir lf aq 
throughout all, without check or limi- 
tation, and in the Inſtant one King dies, 
is in the living, who was allo in the lik 
of his Predeceſſors ( as the Civilians 
call him) as it were, Lord of the King: 
dom, and of the Power. And the rea 
ſon is obvious, for the Blood being chv- 
ſen with the Prerogative of Primogent 
rure and not the perſon only ; and witlicenſ 
t! e ſaid Prerogative, the Power being ling 
tran: 
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transferred to the Blood, *tis certain, 
that when one perſon of the Blood is 
dead, the dioed vemataieg; the Power 
alſo remains and reſis in that Blood, and 
n him of the Blood who is called by 
Ze that Prerogative, and not in the States: 
ic 2nd that this is true of the Merovingr- 
a ins, 4imoinus may ſatisfy us, who ſpeak- 
©, Wing of Faramend, ſaith, Lib, r. Cap. 4. 
7 whom ſucceeded bis Son Clodion the 
SE Zijry. 4nd Ortho Friſingenſis Lib. 4. 
j Cap. 32. Faramond being dead, Clodion 

the Hairy,his Son ſucceeded him, and 4 lut- 
the after Clodion being dead, tis $on Me- 
l-Yroveus ſucceeded him, of whom the King's 
nf fFrance were called Merovingians. And 
I'Y Ado Viennenſis in the year 396. Clodi- 
1-Y on being dead, wbo Reiened 20 years over 
the French, Meroveus ſucceeged him, of 
wow the French Kings were called Mero- 
ningians. And a little after, +fter Me- 
"Yroveus, Childerick took the Kingdom, and 
RY cigned 24 years, to whom ſucceeded Clo- 
doveus, who was the firſ® Chriſtian 
if the French Kings. Sigebert Gembla- 
fenſis under the year 458. Merxpycus 
ol ine of the French being dead, his von 


| 
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Childerick Reigned 26 Years, Andelfe. 
where under the year 483. he King 
Childerick #b4j-.g dead, Clodoveus his Sm IN 4 
Feigned 30 years, Gregory Turonenſis, i f 
Lib. 2. Cap. 23. Childerick be:ng dey, IN # 
his Son Clodoveus #-17 cd 1n his feud, 0! 
And Amvins ſpeaking of Childerih, bc 
LED: +. Cap. I2., io Him by H-1 editary ht 
Kight Succeeded the aforeſard Clodoveus, Þ 
Second to none of his Predecebors in Vertu, I 4 
and in War a ſtuut Perſon. And Gothifr;- | ® 
dus Vite-bicnſis ſpeaking of Merovews, in 
the Preface of Part 17. To wy6m dying, ſa 
Childerick ſucceea:4 azain, And Childe- IN # 
rick dying, ft the Kirgdom to Clodoyeus L 
his Son. © ph 
And that this was alſo true in the ÞÞ 
Charl:ans, the continuator of 4imoinu I £4 
thows, Lib. 4- Cap.62. Pope Stephan, a[: 1 
| ter le had heard for certain from Vipin, bis N 
Defe. ce of 1h: Roman Church, Conſecra: hi 
re him with the Holy Undt.on, to the Honor 
of the Roy it Dignity, and with h,m his 11 os 
50s Charles ana Carloman. 
And Sigebert, under the year 752. Ki 
Pipin with h:5 two Sons, Charles and Car {if 
loman, are anointed Kings by ] ope Ste- 
TY phan 


” 
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han : and im them is their Generation Bleſ- 
{ed with the perpetual Inheritance of the Roy- 
d Succeſſion, and the Uſurpation thereof is 
fabidden to all Strangers under the Apoſte- 
licl Carſe ; and a little below, ſpeaking 
| © of Charles the Great , under the year 
; © 506. Charles ſhares the Kingdom among ſt 
his Sons, and this he confirmed by his laſt 
Will and Teſtament, with his, and with the 
Authority of Pope Leo. And the continu- 
ator of A1moinus Lib. 4. Cap. 53. ſpeak- 
n | ing of Charles and Pope Aarian. The 
Bf (ame Pope Baptis'd his Son Pipin, and 4n0in- 
. i'd him King; anointed alſo his Brother 
s | Lewis, and likewiſe Crowned them , of 
whom Pipin the Elder, was made King in 
e | Lombardy,and Lewis in Aquitain. And 
; I Lambert Scafnaburger ſis _ the year 
- | %4. Hiſt. Germ. ihe Emperor Charles 
s - Great dyed , and Lewis ſucceeded 
. Mum. 
; 8 We ſhall not necd to ſpeak of the 
1 ££4'ts, becauſe they who would have 
denied the Hereditary Succeſſion to the 
Kingdom of France, in Concluſion, in- 
liſled only on the two firſt lines, and 
confeſſed it in the third. Now having 
E 4 ſhown 
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ſhown by the places above-cited, thay 
not only the Kings have Succeeded by 
Lawful Succeſſion, without any inter. 
vening Election : but that alſo in their 
Fathers Lite time, tliey were Declared, 
Anointed and Crowned Kings, which| 
reſerve to be more amply handlel ina 
particular Treatiſe ; it alſo appears, 
that the Elections were made of the 
Blood, and thar therefore at the Deaths 
of the Kings, the Power remain'd with 
the aforeſaid Prerogative, always in 
the Blood, and never in the States. 


The King being Dead, and the Succe(ſur in- 


capable, the power of the Gopernment ii 
in the Guardian of the Succeſſur. * 
WH ERE the Succeſſor is certain, 
and by Age, or other temporary 
Accident uncapable, but has one, cither 
by diſpoſition of Law, or, by a Teſla 
mentary: Diſpoſition, who ought to 
have the Charge of him. In rhis Caſe, 
during the uncapacity, the Power re 
ſides in the Succeiior, but the Admini- 
ſiration of it, and the Government be 
longs to thoſe who ought to have the 


Charge 
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Charge of him. This was ſeen in Chit 
#hert the Second who when his Father 
was ſlain, being a little Child, held the 
Kingdom under the Turelage of his 
Mother Brunechild : of which Uſpergen- 
fs, having related the return of the 
Saxons from 1taly, after the year 565. 
In this time was Sigebert kid, by the 
fraud of his Brother Chilperick. ana Sige- 


bert's ſoz, Childebert with his Muthcr 


Brunechild held the Kingdom. And Sigc- 
ttrt Gamblacenfis under the year 558. 
ſewing the long Government aiter the 
Death of Sigrbert. Brunechild 1s Wife 


"BE yth tHeir Son Childebert, or with the Sons 


f Childebert Governing the Kingdom, QC. 
And Gregory Twronenfis, Lib. 8. Cap. 22, 
ſpeaking of Education, At thr« t:me dyed 
Wandolin, Gnardian of King Childeberr, 
tut none ſupply: his Place, becauſe the 16- 
ther Queen Bruncchild wonul1 her ſelf have 
the Charge of her Son, 

The ſame appears alſo in Clotharius TI. 
whoſe Father Chiperick being lain , 
whilſt he was in the Cradle, his Mother 
Fred:gunde with Landrine his Maſler of 
fhe Houſe, under the Tutelage and 
p | Au- 
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Authority of Guntrann his Uncle, Go. 


verned the Kingdom, of which thug 


Gregory Turonenſis, Lib. 7. Cap. 5. Fre- 
degonda the Suecen then having taken 46. 
vice, ſent to King Guntrann, ſaying, Let 
my Lord come and take the Kingdom of his 
Brother ; that I have a little Son, which 
, deſiring to put into his Arms, I Humble ny 

[elf :o his Lordſbip. And Aimoinu ſpeak- 
ing of Fredegonaa, Lib, 3. Cap. 58. The 
ſame Oneen uſing Wiſe Council, ſent to King 
Guntrann, to ſignify to him, that ſhe, toge- 
ther with her Son. which ſhe had Conceive 
of his Brother Chilperick, deſired to give 
themſelves into his Proteition. Guntrann 
being made certain of his Brothers Death, 
went with great diligence to Paris : Frede- 
gonda went 10 meet him, and received him 
nto the City. Regino under the year 51) 
having related the Death of chilperi, 
Clotarms then a Child, is by his Mothir 
and by Landrik, who was Maſter of tit 


Houſe, advanced to the Kingdom, Ad 


Viennenſis, ſpeaking of Fredegonaa , at 
ter the Death of the ſaid Chilperick, un- 
der the year 564. So ſhe nith Landrik, 


and her little Son Clotarius, remaind nf 
the Kingdom. Andi 


m4 theſe being Aſsembled trgether, ſhe mith 
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And Uſperger ſis after the year 567. 
ſpeaking of Fredegondo,Chlpert: t having 
een 1lain by her fraud. So ſhe with her 
Ittle Son Clotarius heid the Kinedom And 
(raguinus Lib. 2. after the Death of 
Chilperick. But Fredegonda deſiri; g more 
wrily to ſecure h:1ſelf and her Son: by Mcſ- 
ngers p: ays Guntrann King of Orleans, 
tak; Clotarius and Her ito his Protcali- 
im, Guntrann 11de no dclav, ard as be 
um: Fredegonda went out of the City to 
met him; and he, having taken the Charge 
if bir Nephew, Commanded, that th: Child 
Clotharius ſhould be carried about to all 
the Principal Cities of the Kingdom. And 
the ſame from A:moinns , relating the 
peech wherewith Fredegonda gave 
Courage to her Souldicrs, and made 
them gain a Signal Victory : when at- 
ter the Dcath of Guntrann,Childebert had 
ſent an Army to ſeize the Kingdom of 
ter Son Clotharinc,as Lib. 3 Cap. $2. 

Fredegonda then, h.wving called the 
trench, who ob:y'd her, and alſo Landrin, 
mo, as we have ſaid, was by Gun- 
Irann even to Clotharius for his Tutor , 


the 
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the Infant in her Arms, ſpoke to them all jy 
this manner. Other Inſtances we haye 
in Theodebert and Th:odorick WW" 
Sons of the aforcſaid Ch 1d:bert, who 
Reigned under the Tuition of their 
Grandmother Brundchild. Aimomnus Lib, Th 
3. Cap. 84. This « Childeberr So: f | 
Sigebert,-who is alſo called the younger, uh 
whom ſucceeded his two Sons, both Infans il = 
put under the tuition of their Grandmother \ 
Brunechild. Regino after having rela- 
ted the Death of the Father. under the N! 
year 517. Theodebert h14 the Kingdom 

of his Father, and Theodorick the Rine- 0 
dom of Gantrann , an4 alſo Burgundy the 
from his Grandmother Branechild. And po! 
Urſpergenſis after the year 367. But 
the Elder Theodobert had the Kingdom, 
that is to ſay Auſtraſia and the younger 


| Theodorick was by his Grandmother by 


Brunechild fetled in the Kingdom of Gun-Y 
tram, that is to ſay in Burgundy. 

The ſame in St. Lews, of whom Gur 
2uinus Lib. 6. under St. Lewis. Lewis for 
& ſucceeded by his Son Lewis, of 42 years 
are, whim his Father left under the tuition 
of Blanche his Mather. And Pauls 

| Lt Ar 
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fmiliss Lib. 7 under St. Lewis. Blar- 
che his Mother had the birthen of the Go- 
wr.ment; given her ty the liſt Will of the 
King ber Husband. 


The Power of the States, where the King 6 
dead, and the Succeſſor uncapable, havine 
none that ought to have the Charge of 
him, or havinz ſeveral, and they aiſa- 
gree; : 


W HERE the King is dead, the Suc- 

ceſſor uncapable, and has none 
to take the Charge of him, either by 
the diſpoſition of his Father, or by dit- 
poſition of the Law, or if he have more . 
that are pretenders, and they, to the 
_ of the Kingdom are in diſcord : 
or thoſe who ought ro have the Charge, 
by reaſon of the iniquity of the times, 
cannot be obeyed in thoſe cafes, the 
power remaining in the Succeſſor, the 
Yates have power to make Deputies, 
tor the Government 'of the Kingdom, 
this was ſhown in Cl:thariuc 3. Son of 
Clodoveus 2. of whom the continuator 
of A4imoinys ſays thus, Lib. 4 Cap. 43. 
The 
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The ſaid King Clodoyeus dying , whi 
reignea 16 years, the French 4d e#ablhRpc 
Kiag Clotharius , the eldeſt of the three 
S075, 0 Kergn with his Mother. And Up. 
ſperzencis after the year 367. Clodoye- 
us beins dead afier 15 years Reign, the 
French 4»point-d Clotharius his Sor, with 
his :10th:r Matilda 'o ceizn in his ſtead. 
The ſame alſo is ſhown in Char! 
the 6. when after the dearh of his Fa- 
ther, thoſe depured by him to the Go. 
vernment, by reaſon of their diſcord, 
rendring themlelves uncapable. The 
States made proviſion therein, as Gui 
guin, Lib. 9. under .harics 6. Althoun 
there was n0 doubr of the Surceſſor, never 
theleſs, becauſe the firſt-born Charles (wh 
is called the ſixth) was not then of a fit Act; 
and thongh his Father had appointed Gover- 
nours for the Kingdom, and Tutors for hij 
Sons, yet the Princes could not well art 
»pon their Authority 5 therefore from all 
parts of the Kingdom the cheif men were cal 
led, and met at Paris, to conſult about tht 
conſervation of the new Kine. 
And a little after, having told the 


difficulty that aroſe in reconciling the 
Prin- 
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rinces, Which to effte&t they were forc'd 
ochuſe Arbiters. Hee adds, The Ar- 
ers being Aſſembled,it was deelar'd : That 
Charles ſhould be conſecrated and called 
kno, that in his name all things ſhould paſs; 
tht to him Fealty ſhould be ſworn by the 
rinces, and by the Subjedts; that War 
bid not be made, but under his auſpices, 
tt the Infant Charls, and his Brother 
Lewis be committed 10 the care and charge 
the Duke of Burgundy, and of the Duke 
Burbon, there, till they came of age, 10 be 
tucate1 and Inſtrutted, 4s was convenient 
fi King's Sozs; that all the Kings Incoms 
ld be depoſited in the Kings Treaſury, but 
Mt all the Moweables, and all the Silver and 
old which Charles poſſcſſed at his Death &« 
wt portion being aſſigned to the King, ſhould 
grven 1nto the cuſtody of Lewis of Anjou, 
hw, til ſuch time as the King fhoula be of 
wicient age, (bould uſe only the name of 
gent, and when called, (hould be preſent 
publick affairs. | 


The 


_ 
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The Power of the States the K ng beiy h; 


dread, and the Succeſſor, for ſome tume ml i 
cerlam, th 


WH ERE the King being dead, thelfl 
Succe{ior is not abſolutely, buf 

for a time onely uncertain: in this cal 
the States have power during the timd] |: 
of the uncertainty, to declare the.GoFY 
vernor of the Kingdom. This is ſhown in 
4ftec the Death of L:wis Hutin, whoha 
ving left his Wife with Child ; The 
Stares Ordained'Ph11ip the long, Brothe: 
of the ſaid Hu';»,Governor of the King 
dom, till ſuch time as the QQueen had 
brought forth. Of which G4az»7» ſait 
thus, Lib. 7. after the death of Hut 
Beſides that, this Lewis dyed at Vicennes 
leaving with Child his Wife Clementia 
Nrece to Robert King of Sicily; and a litti: 
farthet ; 4-ring this Interregnum, Philip 
Brother of Lewis, Count of Poiitiers, hi 
wing by conſent of all the chief men of ht 
Kinrd.m, taken upon him the Gover 1m?nl 
wits talled Govtrnor of France aud Navarr 
And Paulus Eniliu; Lib 8. in the 
deati 
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but 4 ſho#t time, he died the ſecond year of 
hs Reign, leaving his Wife Clementia bir, 
f whom was Burn John, who lived only 
aeht days : Philip Brother of Hutin, had 
| Bi: Charge of her Belly, and the tu;tion of 
hell the 17f ant. | | 
ul The ſame alſo is ſhewn after the 
{e_Y Death of Charles the Fair, who having 
nd left his Wife with Child, Philip of Ya- 
0Y loſe and Edward IH.of England,pretend- 
ng to the Government;theStates exclu- 
Fl ded Edw. and Deputed Philip, of which 
half 64471, ſpeaking of Charles the fair,re- 
ates thus, Lib. $. under 'Ph:{ip Yaloiſe. 
Aſter whoſe Death, his Wife Joan bcing 
W 7, 4 Diſpute aroſe among(# the Princes, 
ou who 0u7ht to have the Adminiſtration of the 
"ll Kin7dom, till ſuch time as the Queen ſhould 
1M be aelivercd, there were two who pretended 
1aY” the Right, Philip of Valoiſe, and Ed- 
ua ward, 7 bird Son of Mary, Dan:hier of 
lip Philip the Fay, Philip had great Aawvan- 
hi age by being the neareſt to Charles the fatr 
14 in the Male Line ; but Edward, if he had 
'nY iy Right, he had it by a Woman, which Sex 
1 in the Kinzdom of France, was never ſeen 
JY' R:i7n, and for theſe reaſons Valoiſe was / 
| F pre- 
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Preferred to the Government, And Pauly; 
e/Emilius , Lib. $. under Charles the 
fair. 

The ſame year died Charles the fair, 
King of France, having lett his Wife with 
Child, the Royal Throne of the French i; 
wacant, nor have they any to fill it. Joan 
& with Child by King Charles, the Birth 
expected, and a Controverſie riſes, to whom 
in the mean time, the Adminiſtration of 
affairs ought to be committed. 

And after, having at large related 
the reaſons propounded by Philip and 
by Eaward, he adds, meaning the 
Speech of Robert of Artois, this Speech 
being pronounced, and the aſſent of the chitf 
men obſerved, the Engliſh Orators forbart 
to contend any longer ; and a Daughter bt- 
ing Born, ſhe was Named Blanche , and 
Philip Valoiſe was Saluted King. 
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The Power of the States where the dead K ing 
has left more Kingdoms and more Suc- 
ceſſors who diſagree about the Succeſſi- 


07, 


WH ERE the Succeſſor is nor in 

his own reſpe& uncertain, but 
becauſe there are more Kingdoms, and 
more Succeſlors, and 'tis therefore un- 
certain in which they are to Reign, ei- 
ther becauſe to each is not declar'd his 
portion, or becauſe the Succeſlors di- 
zyree, in this it is in the power of the 
fates to deelare the Right of every 
one, this happened after the Death of 
Depobert the Firſt, who having lefr two 
Fons, Sigebert and Clodovers the II. who 
by ſome is called Lewis ;, and having 
before his Death declared them borh 
Kings : The rates of France, (though 
Syebert was the frſt-Born, and in all 
reaſon ought to have rhe Kingdom of 
France ) nevertheleſs, becauſe his Fa- 
thet had given him rhe Kingdom of 
auſtraſta, declar'd Clodovers their King 


Ll 


if Dazobzrt had fo order'd it 5 as At- 
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moins ſaith, ſpeaking of Dagobert,Lib.y, 
Cap. 30. his >ons tee calied, and all his 
Friends, he ſummoned the States to a place 
called Bigargium : with whom all the Prin- 


capals of krance, Convening the 20, of A- | 


pril, the King ſet in a Chair of Gold ſpoke 
to them in this manner, 

And after having repeated part of 
his Speech, he proceeds, ſpeaking of 
his Teſtament. . 7 have aljo reſolved to 
make 4 Copics of it in the very ſame Tenor, 
and Sizn them not only with my own Hand, 
but likewiſe with the Hands of Sigebert 
and Lewis, whom this day 1 make Kings: 
and with your Hands who are preſent, Moſt 
Holy B-ſhops and Princes of our Na'10n. 

And in another place, Lib. 4. Cap 26. 
The year following, Toringia ſuffering 4aily 
incurſions of the Sclavonians, Dagobert 
having conſulted with the Biſhops and princi- 
pal of the Nation, ſet his Son Sigebert «- 
ver the Auſtraſians, to ſerve them with the 
Honour of King and Governour ; and gavt 
h mz Chunibert, Zifſhop of Champagne, and 
Adolgiſe, Governor of the Palace for his 
Tutors. 


And in another place, Lib 4. Cap.27. 
In 
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In the 12 y:ar of King Dagobert, u as 
Born to him of his Quten Nantilde 4 Son 
called Clodoveus, who 7s alſo ſometimes 
culled Lewis. Whereupon they being ad- 
vis d w;tha', who were accounted moſt Zea- 
lou for the good of the Kinzdom, the King 
Jl reſolved ro divide it equally berween theſe ns 

m1 Wiſe Sons, and therefore (as has been 
Y ſ#d) made the Flder, Sigebert, King of 
| Auſtraſia, and the Tounzer Son Clodove- 
' & us, preferr'd to the Dignity of Neuſtria and 
' F Burgundy. 

Regino under rhe year 612. King Da- 

gobert coming to MctZ in 4a Conncil of B - 
' & hops and Princes, adv.nced his Son Sige- 
Þ bert to the K inzdom of Aultraſia, and re- 

commended him to Cunibert B:jhop of Co- 

logne, and to Duke Pipin, the next year 
) & mas Born to him aother, to whom after his 
"© D:ath, he ordered to be given his Kingd ms 
| # Neuſtria ad Burgundy. 

Adon Viennen(is atter having told the 

'J Death of D4zobert under the year 686. 
I The French 31 h:s place mage Clodoveus 
UN tis $07 Kine. And the Continuator of 
"E 4:minus after he alſo had told the 


Death of Dazobert Lib. 4. Cap. 4%. But 
= the 
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the French ſer Clodoveus his Son King 
over them. | 

The ſame happened after the Death 
of King P1p:n, when his Sons Carioman; 
and Charles, afterwards called the 
Great , becing long before Declared 
and Anointed Kings, and */jpin having 
many Kingdoms, and it not having bin 
faid, over what Kingdoms each ſhould 
Reign, The States Declared, as is rela- 
ted by ido YViennenſis under the year 
727. + Pepe Stephan having Anointed 
Pipin Kizg, Anoynted alſo his two Sons 
Carloman a4 Charles. By Regino un- 
der the ycar 752. The afo-cjad Pope 
Stephan Confirm d with the Holy Unit o1 
Pipin King, ard together with him anointed 
his two Sons Charles and Carlomann to the 
Royal Dignity. By Sigebert Gemblaceyſis 
under the year 9752. Pipin with h:; 
Sos Carloman ana Charles, are Anoyat- 
ed Kings by Pope Stephan. And Urſper- 
g-1ſ1s ſpeaking of Pope Stephan under 


the year 753. After he had received of 


K :ng Pipin ſecurity, That he would defend 
the Roman Chrrch, he confirm'd him nith 
the Holy Unction in the Honcar of his Digs 
| | | at 
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pity Royal ; and with him Conſecrated his 
two Sons Charles and Carloman , with 
their Mother Bertrada. 

And for the Declaration of the 
States, 'we have Eg:nhard ſpeaking of 
Pipin in the life of Charles near the be- 
ginning. He dyed nigh to Paris of 
Dropſy, having left two Sons Charles and 
Carloman, to whom by the Will of God the 
Succeſſion came, For that the French 7#n a 
Solemn Convention made them both Kings 
on Condition, That they ſhould divi ie all 
the Body of the Kingdom equally, and that 
Charles ſhould take to Govern that part, 
which their Father Pipin poſſeſS'd, and 
Carloman have that part which their Uncle 
Carloman enjoyed, T he Conditions are 
accepted by the one and by the other, and 
uch, as was propos'd has his part of the 
divided Kingdom ; yet hardly could there 
hold a good Underſtanding betwixt them , 
many on Carlomans ſide ſtriving to break 
th: Friendſhip, to the End thy might en- 
rage them in a War together. 

And Urſpergenſis under the year 768. 
aiter having told the Neath of Pipzr. 
But his Sons Charics and Carlomann mh 
F 4 ine 
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the Conſent of all th: French uere both Cye- 
ated Kings, the Condition that they worid 
equally drvide all the Pody of the Kingdom 
beirg premiſed, and thit Charlcs ſhould 
take that part which their Father } pin, and 
Carloman that which their Unc'e Cario- 
man had poſseſo"d. 

And that without the Declaration 
of the States, they would have been 
all ro pieces, not only the aforeſaid 

uotations ſhow, but theſe Words alſo 
of F21yhirtus ſpeaking of Charles the 
Grear, in the life of Charles after the 
middle. After the Death of his Father, 
havins divided the Ki: gdom with his Bro 


ther, bure his D ſimn'ation and Envy with 


0 much Patience, as wis nouderful to all; 
tht h2 wonld not be provoked by him ty An 
ger, Aid Paulus -A.milius, Lib. 2. un- 
der the Death of P p'y. Charles and 
Carloman came ty Herds about the Diviſi- 
0 of the Kingdom. 

I confeſs here, That theſe and 0- 
ther the like placcs, have induc d ma- 
ny to believe, and to Write, That du- 
rig the two firſt Lincs of the M-ro51 
gias and the Charbans, the Kingdom ot 
| Fidile 
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i» © 3rance wasElective and norHereditary, 
d © isalſo that it was divided many times a- 
» K nongſt Brothers; nevertheleſs both the 
1 Eone and the orher is moſt falſc, becauſe 
4 Bis is above ſhewn, 5:7e%crt and Cludovees 
> E vere declared Kings in their Fathers 

life time. And Charles and Car/umin 
n vere not Declared, Anointed and 
1 Crowned Kings in their Fathers life 
d Ftime only, bur had Fealry ſworn to 
0 Ethem, and were received for Kings by 
: 
6 


the People. This the Continuator of 
dim-inus ſhows, who having ſaid, That 
Tiſſillon came to P:p:n whilſt he held his 
ſtates, adds further, Lib. 4. Cap. 64. 
h | ſwear 217 upon the Body of St, Denys, Pro- 
miſed Fealty, as well to Pipin as to his 
ſms Charles a»d Carloman. 
- & #ezino under the year 756. King Pi- 
4 Fin held hrs States at Campiegne, whi- 
- Br came Taſſillon Duke of Bavaria, and 
twig given his Hand became his Man, and 
imore many Oaths to Pipin and to his Sons 
wn the Podies of St. Denys, German 
nd Martyn. And U» ſpergenſis ſpeak- 
ng of Compirzna urder the year 757. 
Ihnher came TaJillon Dake of Bavaria, 
wh 


90 Of the States 


with the principal of h;s people ; and ſwea 
ing upon the Boay of $1. Denys, promiſed 
Fealty as well to King Pipin himſelf, as v i 
his Sons Charles and Carloman. 
And the Sons of Kings dividec 1 
amongſt themſelves either ſeveral KingYy 
doms left them by their Father , oli 
ſome places that had been Conquered 
bur never ſuch as were Members of thell;; 
Kingdom, and incorporated into thelf| 
Kingdom it ſelf. And that this is true ; 
may eaſily be gathered from the places 
above-cited : Becauſe Siebert had the 
Kingdom of Auſtraſia, which never was lf 
incorporated into the Kingdom offffir 
France ; and Clodoveus had the KingFhiy 
dom of Newſtria, which is now indeed 1 
part of Frauce. As alſo happened inffut 
Charles and in Carlomans, whereof thiie 
one had the Kingdom of his FatherSec| 
the other the Kingdom of his UncleFon 
which were ſeveral and diſtinct King; 
doms, as the continuator of 4 ;moinuſhher 
ſhows, Lib 4. Cap. 57. ſpeaking olthe: 
Charles Martell, Afterwards the ſaid ny 
Prince with the Advice of h1s N:bles, diviiſter « 
ded the Kingdoms amongſt his Sons, "1 yt 
| F. | 
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f Bory Carlomann, he gave Auſtraſia, 


Mpbich now 15 call: Germany, and Turin- 


va ; and to the younzer $011 Pipin, Bur- 
Gay, Neuſtria 414 Provence. This 
[] be ſeen more fully in rwo particu- 


Fr Diſcourſes, bur ler us return to our 


&ign, 


haſh rower of the States when the King ts 


dead, the Succeſſor uncertain , but the 
perſons cerialn. 


; WH ER E the Succeſſor is abſolute- 


ly uncertain, but of perſons cer- 


Main, rhe States are then Judges, and 


have power to Declare who ought to 
k the true Succeſſor, this was thown 
nthe aforeſaid philip the Long, when 
he States after the Death of Hutin, had 
| 1 him Governor of the King- 
lom, and oh» the Poſthume Child of 
fury dyed within cight days, and 
hercby it came to be a doubr, whe- 


Wher rke Succeſſion of rhe Kingdom 


fr ( 


4 


"Y wa to go to Philip,or to Foan, Daugh- 


ir of Huti7, and Siſter of Fchn; And 


bs ' he ſame Prerogative, whereby the 


Go- 
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Government was Decreed to him the 
Kingdom it felt was now adjudg'd him 
as appears in G«agin, after the Death 
of Hutin Lib, 75. in this tim: Clementiaf 
whom Lewis at his Death left with Chill 
bro+ght forth John, a King of few days 
who betas deal, Philip of Governor is d; 
clared Kaz; the Duke if Burgandy pro 
reſting to the contrary, ſying, That th 
Kinrdoms of th? Father o1ght no! to g0 t 
Philip, but ro the Davghter of th? Deceaſe 
K:nz Lewis, And Paulus «Aimilias Lib 
8. under hp the long, 4:5 Pup:l Joh 
beins dead, there remaiu'd of Hutins Pri 
geny Joan, Born of Margarite, Daughte 
of Robert Duke of Burgundy, that thi... 
Kingdom was due to this Daughter, both h 
her Fathers Rizht, and by her Brother 
Right, her Uncle Olon Duke of Burgun 
dy conteaded ; the other Nobles of France 
maintained, That the Right of the Kingdi 
of France b:longed to Males 0-!y, and ! 
no wiſe to Females, often repeating the 
Words of th: Salick Law. To the Sali 

i 
Land let not Women ſucceed. And th 
interpreted the Salick Land to be the King 


Aim, and to be France, Ammianus Ma 
cellinu 
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linus, Companion of Julian Auguſtus, 
hy had th? Government of Gaul, and 4 
writer of his times, Reports, That the Sali 
pre a people of the French. The Burgun- 
lan, moved by the Conſent of the French 
Whil.ty, having made profeſſion that he 
pu #nder their Authority, and in the Tows- 
of Philip, ts by him made nis $03 itt Law, 
Wd preferr' 4 by the States, $9 that | hilip, 
lwne any longer contradicting ) being Sa- 
ned and Conſecrated King, gave bim the 
deft of his three Daughters to Wife , 
wh the Country of Burgundy for her por- 
ton. 
But this was proved with greater 
Fridence in Ph:lip Yalozs, who by the 
kntence of the three States obtained 
he Kingdom againſt Zaward the Third 
if England , Which Guagn'n atteſterh , 
Lib. 8. under hil;p Yaloiſe. 

Wherefore Philip the Long dyine , 
Charles the Pair (ſucceeded, who having 
if: Joan of Burgundy with Child, gave 
Keaſion to theſe Troubles of which we now 
Treat z for that of the Qucen was Born 
blanche, and thence aroſe the Dueſtion 


much was the Lawful He.r, at the ſame 
time 
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time there remained of Chatles Valoiſ: 
Brother of Prilip the fair, a Sen Philip whſ” 
WAS alſo called Valoiſl-, with a Brothe Gal 
Charles Count of Alanzon. Then Edward" 
and Philip Valois conren '-7 for the Su: pl 
ceſſion, a Council of the French was hell 
which is commonly called the Aſjembly of th fi 
Three States. And after having told thefſ0! 
reaſons alledged on both 1ides, he 
proceeds ; Theſe reaſons gs oh 
thoſe who Conſulted with publick Authority, 
they adjnde'd the Kingdom to Philip. And 
Paulus Zmilius in the Words broughtſ"! 
before, and in theſe following, when 
Philip being Declared and Crowned 
King, he repreſents to our Eys the Tri: 
umphs at his entrance into Pars, and 
the Joy of the Princes and People, and 
gocs on, Lib. 8. under Phil:p Yalo ſe," 
ſaying, but proſecuting this King with ot} 
ſervance and ſigular reſpett, they cry d him 
up for the Defender of the French Majeſty, hr 
confirmer of the Salick Law, by wh:ch 4 
lone the Dignity and Liberty of the French Ch: 
Name ſtood unſhaken: Becauſe the French kir 
were wozt to give Kings and Laws to oth: ol 
Nations, and could not ſubmit to a Foreign 

Djs 
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Mmination, and to be Commanded by a 
}Mirancer. And Saiſelle ſpeaking of the 
lick Law, in the firſt part, 7t hap- 
md that the ſaid Charles the fair died 
Writhout Sons, but left his Wife big with a 
Dughter that was named Blanch, and who 
furwards was married to Duke Philip of 
Orleans, Brother to King John, on the oc- 
Mun of this want of Sons, many Tumults 
wd Gueſtions were mov a in France, as 
well during the bigneſs of Bueen Joan of 
1hurgundy, 7:40 of Chatles the fair, a- 
hut deciding who, as the next Heir ſhould 
lave the Charge of her Belly; as alſo, af- 

ter the Davghter was Born, to determine 
ri. pho had the Right to the Kingdom. And 
the three States General of the Kingdom 
vere call:d, together with all the notable 
men of Letters, Sages, Dottors and other 
juple expert 12 matters of State, and Tu- 
licrous in3 ſuch like occaſions. To the which 
Wihree States, on the one part Philip of Va- 
bois, Son and Heir - the ſaid Count 


4* 

chCharles, Brother of the ſaid Philip the 
chifir, preſented himſelf ; which Philip as 
x Mcomte of Valois, and in the Line Con- 
en | ſin 


Ji 
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ſin German of the ſid three Brothers, Kings, 
who are Lewis Hutin, Philip the long, 
and Charles the Fair, becauſe they had net 
ary Heir Male ,. nor other Hei deſcendul 
from them of the Male Line , ſo near as 
himſelf, and therefore he Claims and 
Maintains that the Kingdom and Crown 
ouzht tobe his, h 

On the other hand, Edward the Third Þ 
King of England , So of Edward thel // 
Second otherwiſe called Carnarvan , an |; 
of Madam Iſabelle Siſter of rhe ſaid thretf |, 
Kings, appeared before the ſaid thru 
States. Who oz the contrary , pretended th 
that the Kingdom and the Crown ouzhtll it 
to belong to him : becauſe that he was alff 
Male, and of the three above named Kine ve 
Heir ; beins their Nephew, and Son of Ma ti 
aam Tabelle, as was ſaid, their own 5+ 
fter, and by conjequence the very next akin 
of theſe three Kings, and after, having 
filld many Pages, repeating the Ar 
guments Pro and Con, he adds, final 
ly all that could be alledged on the 01 
part or on the other, having been heard b 
the Pr neces, Prelates, Nuble men of 2004 


Subſt ance, and the other notable mea of Lt 
ter 
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ters , making and repreſenting the three 
Stat's general of the Kingdom, for the ſaid 
c:uſe conven'd; They ſaid, and dccla.*d,That 
«cording to Goto Reaſon and juſtice, in 
their Tudement, the R g41 of the ſaid Philip 
of Valois to the Crown ard K incdcm WAS 
the n O72 clear ; and that, intheir opinion 
he was , and ounht to be the true King of 
France : and for that Reaſon , and for all 
they could ſee, underſtand and know of the 
ſaid matters, they held. and reputed him for 
ſuh, and all were reſo!v/s, ard azreez to 
recexve h.m as the true King of France,and 
their R,ohiful and SouvereignLord, ard none 
ther : and 10 obey, and ſerve hm in all, and 
wainſt all; as their true, rinhtful, and [1- 
vreign Lord, and the ſaid Philip as true 
King of France was peacefully annointed, 
ind crowned, | 
In ſome Caſes, the King yer living, 
ind being Capable, the flares have 
2Power, that may be called £xrr ao: - 
4nary, and it may $ reduced to Three 
Heads ; and I call it Extraordinary, be- 
cauſe the ſtates of themſclves have not 


the Power to do any thing, but only to 


conſent, or to diſſent from what is con- 
G tained 
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tained under theſe heads. That is to 
ſay, as the King cannot meddle in thoſe 
matters without the the ſtates, there 

cing not a Necefſlity: ſo the States can 
do nothing , nor ſo much as debate 
them, without the King. 


The Tower of the States in C nſenting ur 
Diſſenting from the Alienation of part of 
the Kingdom, 


THE #rf Head is when any member 
of the Kingdom is to be alienated; 
and with moſt juſt Reaſon, becauſe the 
King being elected for the Defence and 
Preſervation of the Publick, and of the 
Frivate, 'tis not probable , rhat the 
Peopie, and the ſtates have transferred 
the Power of alienating and ſo of doing 
directly the contrary, to what he was 
principally choſen, and advanced for. 
This i ſeen by an 1+ fiaite Examples, that 
every time the Kinzs hid a mind toa'ien, 
either they ard 1t having convened heStattes, 
and with their Conſent ; or the States hawt 
no: ſuffered any -lienation to be made. Chil 
debert 
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debert 1. willing to endow the Church f 


$5. Vincent, wich & now of Sr. Germati 


fParis, in the very Charter it ſelf gives 
lef,mony that he d d it with the Peoples con- 
(ent, which i thus related by Aimoinus, lib. 
1, cap. 20. I Chila-bert King, with the 
Conſent, and good VVill of the French, 
and of thoſe of Neuſtri4, and atthe Ex- 
tortation of the moſt holy Germa:: Bi- 
hop of 74:4, and with the Conſent of 
the Biſhops , have begun to build a 
Temple in the City of - arc, near the 
walls of the City, in the land, that is 
painſt our Fiſcal of 1ſc:, to the honour 
of St Y.ncent, Martyr, whoſe Reliques 
we have broughr from Spain: and a litile 
ifter. Theretore to the honour of the 
lords Saints we have grantcd the Fil- 
al of our Liberality, thar is called 1ſc7, 
which lies in the territory of Pars, nigh 
bthe River fezx, with all rhe appurte- 
ances thereunto bclonging. 

Daz«bert the firſt did the ſ.me thing , 
pho, havins endowed many Churches very 
lberally,ro the end that his Dona'ions ſhould 
- be called in doubt, confirmed them by 
bs Teſt 121.1 in 4 publick Aſſcmbl*, and by 

& 3 the 
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the ſubſcriptions of 1the Aſſembly," as the it 
ſame Aimoinus witneſſeth, ! b. 4. Cap, 30, WW# 
having cailed his Sons, and a multitude 
of his friends, he commanded a Con- WY: 
vention of the {tates, in a place called Yr: 
B 74r um, Whither immediately cameo! 
all ric Chief men of #-,zce, about 4pril ive 
the 2oth, the King plac'd in a ſeat of”: 
Gold, ſpoke to them in this manner, =: 
and hywvinn rilaved part of his ſpeech, he goes ih: 
on. Mindfal alſo of the ills T have done, 7h 
have determin'd romake my VVill and/r 
Teſtament, whereby we will make all: 
the Churches of the ſaints of our King-Wſr 
dm, to this time famous, heirs of whatYi} 
we havegiven them: I have alſo reſoy'd 
that we make tour Copies of the ſame 
tenor, and cont;rm them not only with 
my hands, but of my ſons $:2-bert and 
Lewis, who I now make Kings, and 0 
yours alſo, who arc preſent, moſt holy 
Biſhops, and Princes of our Nation. 
And Clodovens 2. his fon ; in the 
Exem} tion of thcGoods granted to the 
Monaliery of Saint Dexrs , of which, 
A minus ſpeaking of him, thus relate 
lib.4. cap, 41. Tie 1th year after "Y 
[4 f 


A 
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os Mizld the" Roy Þ Scepters, commanding the af 
), lmby of ihe 61|hop-, ard Princes of his 
le MY Nation, 's Clippi and {az dire inthe mid- 
1- Mic oft er, 244 the Riyal Thrinr, this b.- 
d 17/0 [prak, and having repeated part 
1e of his ſpecch, procecds; YT ou have heard 
il Mike [ntertion of our bets, you Þr. eft's. who 
of vecall:4 God , awd ÞAML ſons of the muſt I1 gh, 
d hav:ns heard, if you approve of it, toge- 
es ibn wth ws, firive 19 make it take , jjed : 
e, The D:Uot10 1 f #:y Soul ts that, the M674- 
nd {ery of our Protector $1. Dennis, in which 
lmith his Cemparens,, winejes of the 
Irn:h lieturicd; ani where (nr At ceſtors 
of þ 0:45 Memo:'y L:Y us Dagoberr, a;:4 La- 


od from all Dominion of Mortals, in (ych 
nanner that the -bbot and the F-yers there 
09:1:7 the poſſeſſions of tir Prouimn ters, or 
ve them by o her farthfu! Ch-iſtions ) 
vt'ozut the trouvle ard maiciiition of ay 
dye thm , may the myre quictly pray to 
Gd for our Hea'th, ard for the ſtate of our 


F 
imadom: and aftcr having made the 
kemption with the Applauſe of rhe 
Aembly , he f:ith; 1a his Ajſe bly 
Wine al nofl all th. CG allioan B ſhops, am fo 
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whom were ſome ho!y perſons, who nerve ex-Mf 1 
alted with the d:ſ:rved tunour of the h:1yMf « 
Church, it betno known , that at their $i-Ml 
pulchres, many vexed with divers Infirm;-MY 1 
ties have been cured , who are the Bla © 
Audoen, 4 bis Bruther Saint Rade, and c 
Sam Eligius w.t4 b/efſed Sulpicius, and 7 
Saint Eucherins. [ 

Bur to bring Examples that are not t: 
{o remote. King Fo4n being Priſoner] C 
in Enzland, and in the Treaty for his P 
Liberty : the Engliſh having demand-J£ P 
ed, and Fol , as ſome ſay, granted af il 
certain part of his Kingdom, the StatcsYY « 
would nor agree, as +70 ffor4, volum © # 


I-C.10. The Kins if Navarre, the Dull { 
of Normandy 4:5 Brother , and all the fa 
Counc,! theuah this -erecment too hari ;| 

Ard at! with ene voice a5:(wirica the twolf bi 
j"nirh's a-d Lirds, who had breueht tht j» 
Leiter, T'arih y ha4 rather chooſe to [uff rfl » 
a great Evil that was upon them, than P 
that the Kirgdem of France ſbauld be dM] nd 
m mbred, and that tie:cfgre King Joling as 
m ght remain ſtill in Fngland Guagung 
lib. 9g. under King F5-, Hercupon,f 


the Ambaſiadors of King Joh: being 
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return'd from Ene/and, with the Con- 
ditions of the propoſed Peace: Charles 
having called into the Hall of the Taluce, 
many perſons of ſeveral Dignities,comman- 
ed William Dorman, the « :775 Ade 
rate in Parliament, to read at th: Marbie 
Table the Articles of PE 4CE for the rat 
ſomof John: Edward 4:ma- ded ſor eur 
orÞ t» 44ve Normandy, Santogne , wth the 
cr} C:t.es 44jac:nr Limoges, Cahors, Tours, 
IS Poindtou, Guines, Angolouſm, TOE; e: 
d-Y Porigort, Agenn n, Calais, Montruc 

a i, wh ch Princip.duies he would id as 
cS ſolute Lord, free frem all account or a: 
n.Y #n0+ ledzment. And aftcr having added 
i ſome other Demands of the Englith, le 
Y layes. 

And theſe were the Demang's of Edwar: & 
"0 out the Conditions of the Peace ſeen'd n - 
"ll j«/} therefore by the Comm n Decree ay 
'Y 7.15 aenonnced againſl the Engliſh. And 
"TJ Paulus #milius after having ſaid, Thar 
-J neither would John accept the I crms z 
as appear- lib. $ uad r King john. A-d 
this voracionſne| of the Enzlth bong reper- 


td to the Conncill if all I ravc , 1d 10. ih? 
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three Eſtates th:y all 100k it in Diſaain. And 
of freſher Mcmory , The great Francis 
the tirit being Friſoner in 5} a/» )havying 
accorded B:r-vudy to the Empcrour 
Charlcs the firſt, though he dciivered 
It not, kept his Faith, by this oncly 
reaſon , that *tiwas not in his Power tg 
giveit; of which U.rr07, ſpeaking of 
Cee , lib. $. under Francs the firſt, 
A great AſS:mbly of Prirces Lords and B - 
Jhops, was made, and he acclared inzen.- 
only the Peace concluded with Ceſar, pray- 
ing them to conſult, 1nd adviſe him what was 
Zeod and profitable for h.m and his : affir- 


mine, That he d.(ired nothing more than t0 


imply his ffrength to perſorns the Apree- 
ment, ard perpeinally 10 preſerve the Peace 
with Czar. 

They having conſidered the Matter, ſaid, 
Thar the } cace was moſt unjuſt , nor 
ought a Priſoner to obſerve what by 
ſraud and force he was made to pro: 
miſe ; the Promiſes made for fear of 
perpetual Impriſonment being Null. 
And beſides, 1f the King willed never 
ſo much, the i erformance depended 
| : , _ 
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not on his Will only. without, that he 
ſhould of his proper motion demand of 
the Pope to be abſolv'd from theſe Pro- 
miſſes, and with good Reaſon, becaule 
he cou'd not by thoie vain Promiſes 
ſeparate, and alien the true Patrimo- 
ny of the Galickane Kingdom. And as 
not acquired by tim ſo he ought ro 
preſerve ;t to his Succelior, and all 
things ro bc null , becauſe he had nor 
obrained the Conſent of the People. 
And aſter a long time the Nobles of 
hurgnndy were Called , and / azzey ma 

king Inſtance to recei e them. The King 
with a long ſpeech began to periwade 
them, Thar rhey might trce him of his 
Fromiſe to C/.-r, and voluntarily give 
themſelves to him. They refuſed ab- 
ſolutely cvyer to come under the Domi- 
nion of © ſar, that if the King ſhould 
perſtit to compel] them, it would tol- 
low rhey mult reiit Force with Forcc, 
ind free themſelves from all Dominion 
of King . or C /:r, and bear the Yoke 


ow, 9 
otſervitude no longer. 


The 


106 Of the States ; 


The Power of ihe States to Conſent or Diſſem, 
in oraer to aW. rx offenſive, 


THE Second head is, every time 
an offenſive VVar 1s to be reſoly'd 
upon, there being the very ſame Rea- 
ſon: and then eſpecially it the V Var is 
to be made in far Countries; Becauſe 
the Election of a King being deſign'd 
for their Defence and ProteCtion,as was 
ſaid, it is not poſlibie that th- Power 


of offending others willfully ſhould be 


transferr'd, eſpecially in remote Coun- 
tries, which cannot be done without 
great expence, and much time, and 
will exhauſt the Kingdom, turn the 
Kings mind away from the Care of his 
People, and if he go in Perſon will im- 

ede the Government of the Kingdom. 
And for this Reaſon , every time that 
the Kings had a mind to an offenſive 
VVar, they called the States,and took 
their Counſel, and with their conſent 
reſolved upon it. So did Thedvrics 
King of Merz, and ſon of the grear C/o- 
Aves, When he would make oy 
W1 It 


_ © Ges 


— 
—— 


* 2» _ Lo _ km, ant ug Mk > wc 


— OO 4 | woS gsS pom_—_ yo, 


and their Powers. 1 o7 


with the T ci So teſlifies Tn: c- 
renſis lib. : 


Theu kv called hs French, he ſaid 
them, Be an:ry, I pray, as web for my 
Injury, as for the Death f our Anceſtors , 
nd Remember, That the Toringians came 
w.th Violence t -po 2 eur Anceſtors, and 4.d 
lift ite Milch cf, when we gave Hoſtages, 
and would have mide Teace with them, 
th.y put our Hoſlages 10 ſeverrl ſorts of 
D:ath, And aſter having related the 
Havocck that the Tor:nzjans had 
mad-, he procecas , ſpeaking of the 
"SP * wy90 hearing th: e things, and #t- 
razed with th: Wron7s ſuffered by them, with 
ene ming, and with one voice 1:vaded To- 
ringia. To this effect, Pijir, Charle- 

»4a;n, and Lewis the Pious, called the 
States more often than they have ever 
been called by all rhe Kings together 
that had reigned beforc them, or thar 
have ſaccecded then And becauſe it 
would be tcdious to relate all the Pla- 
ces, I will only mention ſome of the 
moſt memorable The Confirmator of 
A.moinns fairh of P.pm, lib. 4 cap. 66. 
Ki-g Vipin bawing his Mind diverſly P 


[1 att; 
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ftrafted by iwo Wars, the one already begun 
FA Aquitain , the o:her ready to break out 
in Bavari , by the Rebellion of Taſlillon, 
he! : the General Affembly of his i cople at 
VVorms 0 and the E xpeartion being dts 
ferred, he ſtayed at home in France that 
44ar, The ſame thing, and almoſt the 
ſame words we have in Uſpergerſts, 
which therefore I ſhall nor repeat: the 
Continuator of //;»01nw5 again, lib. 4, 
CaP. 66. King Pipin to era the Way m 
Aquitain, having held the Slate at Oric- 


ans, nezt 'jnto Aquitain. Adon Vien- | 


nenſis, under the year 7527. /peaking of 
Pipin. zz the year of cur Lord 765. hetuk 


the Roald of Aquitain, and held the States 


at Orleans. And Uſpergenſis under the 


year 566. Pipin 70 end the Wor 1m Aqui- | 


tain, h.wving held the State at Orleans, 
went the fift time into Aquitain, 

And a ſignal Teztimony we have tn F- 
ginhart, /praking of Charles ihe great,and 
of the {ame Pipin #n 1he life of Charlcs, 
aſter the beginning. Mov'4 by the re 
anwst . aud Prayer, of AGrian Biſhop of 
Rome, uid:rizok the War az aſt the 
T.om- 
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Lombards, which was firſt, at the Sup- 
plication of Pope Stephen, wth great dif- 
fculty undertaken by his Father ; becauſe 
ſome of the French Noblcs with whom he 
mu wont to adviſe, oppoſed his Wiil in ſuch 
manner , that they cry'd out with a free 


Y vice, That the King hd abandoved thin, 


ind they would return to their own Hou- 
5: Nevertheleſs the War went on againſt 
the King Aſllolph, aid was ſoos at an 
"2 

And C'arles the great, having re- 


I ccived News that the Sax9»s had taken 


Ercburg,and beſieged S7gi5brr?, the Con: 
tinuator of Aimoinus ſaies, 1ib.4.cap.71. 
Theſe things being related to the King, 
he held the States near Wormes, and re- 
ſolv'd immediately with his Army to 
attaquUE S4Xx0Ny. 

Reginon, under the year 776. Where- 
fure the King commeg io Worms , held 


Y there the Synod, and the publick States 1 


which ended, he ſuddenly entred Sax; - 
7 And Uſpergenſis under the Year 
172. Kinz Charles having called the States 
" VVormes,reſolu'd with War to fall upon 
SAX-" 
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Saxony, and being ſuddenly enired into it 
he pat all to fire an; ſwoia, And of the 
VVar reſolv d againſt 7/71 z,rhe Con- 
tinuator of A:0;41; ſpeaking of the 
States, lib, 4. cap. 79. imo: gft whom, m 
the preſence of the N:bizs, hawing related 
all things tnat h: had done in Italy, and hi- 
v ng finally made mention of 1he Ambaſſa- 
dors that were ſent by Taſſillon to find him 
at Rome,'t was ad1ſ1d ty make an exteri- 
ment how well Taſſillon would 0+ſcrwe his 
Promiſe. And Uſpergerſis ſpeaking of 


Worms, after his return from /1aty, un- | 


der the year 7 8 he States they being 
held there, He told all that had been done in 


his Journey; and by their Advice he ſem | 
Ambaſiadours to Taſſillon , 10 try if he| 


n ould obey the Popes Commands, and were 
diſpoſed to buld touch with him , who diſpi- 
ſing thoſe Commands, the King reſlv/a 16 
fall uponBavaria in three places with his A+ 


z7z1y, And of the VVar againſt Deſ1der;- | 


5 the Lombard, Pope «Adrian having de- 


manded his Aſſiſtance, FReemon laith | 


thus under the year 773 Then the King 
havins takent he 1dviſe of his faithful pic- 


ple, whether he ſhou'd conſent to the De- | 
2nas | 
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nends of the Pope,which they all approving; 
he went into tt ofe parts, Ard of more 
VVarrs, refoly'd on at one time ; the 
Continuator of Aiminw, lib. 4. cap. 99. 
but the Emperoy, Peace biine made with 
Hemingus, and the Slates accord- 
n 10 Cuſtom held at Aquiſgrave, ſent 
three Armies into three parts of his King - 
bn. And Urſpergenſis under the year 
v11, The Emperor, Peace betig concluded 


Jy: Hermingus , azd the States general 


idd at Aquiſgrave, ſet three Armies 


Jino three parts of his Kingdom, one beyond 
J/ Albians, :gai»(t the Livonians, which 


mmtcd them, and repair'd the Caſtle Gohe- 
burg ruin'd the year before, by the VVulſi- 


Jins : the Second into Pinnonia . 0 end the 


Differences of the Huns and Slavians: 
the third againft the Bertons,to puniſh their 
jrfidiouſneſs, all which came off with Suc- 
(ſs. 

Of Lews the pions, we read ſome ſig- 
nal Places in the Continuator of 1:0:- 


J's, lib. 4. cap 108, hefſaich, meaning 
$4quiſerave. There in the month of Janua- 


ty, the States were held; by whom, for the 


Yicbelion of Lindewir, it was reſolvede 


That 
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Tat three Armies ſhould be ſent to thru 
parts, to waſle his C-un'r:i, and carb bis 
Audacity, And a little after, h2 Winter 
b:1ng paſt,lo ſoo” as there was any Forage for 
their Horſes, theſe three Armies marched a- 
eainſt Lindowit | 

In another place, ſpeaking of 1zr4y 
Duke of Guaſrogn, who had rebell'd, 
and by Treachery taken and ſpoild 4- 
ſoane, with many other Places, and fo-} 
licited Adr:a» King of theSar acins to aſ-Þ 
ſiſt him , lib. 4. cap. 114. But the EmYY! 

p roy, though highly offended with this News, 
Jet conſidering that he ought to do nothing 
without Counſel, reſolv'd to ſtay the mcctingÞ 
of his ConnſeRovs. B 

And elſewhere, lib. 5. cap, $. Bu! theſt 
States and general 4 ſcembly of the People 

beinz called, he told them the News, that alff a 
certa-n part of the Gaſcogns , long azo #iÞ b 
dr his ſubjettion,were now 1e{olv'd to breatY ir 
their Faith,and to riſe in Rebellion, and thatY 
th2 publ.ck good required that their wicked: 
edneſs ſhould be ſuppreſf. Thu Will of the Ti 
King was by all appl auded, affirming that »/ 

ſuch things ought not to be ſuffered in Sul- br 

jects but ouzht rather to be (everely chaſti-f # 
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Lews the younger, tollowed the ſame 
bi ſteps, when having heard whar pro- 
oreſ the Turks made againſt the holy 
Land, he reſoly'd to aid the atflicted re- 
mains of the Chriltians there, of which 
the Continuator of 4;monw, lib. .cap. 
j2. after the Fame of this [ad Mifortune 
came to the Eares of the m ſt religions King 
Lewis, he full with the Zeal of the ho y 
Spurit, was moved 10 c.mpaſſion. Where- 
fore that year, in the S:lemiuty of Fater , 
he cauſed to b2 conven'd n:ar Vallelle, a 
great Aﬀfembly, and called thither the Arc'- 
hſbops, Biſhops, many Abbots, Noebles and 
Barons of his Kinedem, amongſt whom was 
Barnard Abbot of Caravelle, And a lit- 
tle after ſpeaking of rhe Sermons of the 
ſaid Barnard, and of the Biſhops, he 
adds,by whoſe I reachize and E xhortations, 
*Y breathing the Davine Grace, T.ewis. being 
inflam'd,and after hm. Eleonora his w. fe, 
hat ok the Criff. 

ea And Guaguin ſpeaking of the ſame 
the Tidings, 1. 6. under Lew the younger, 
hat #h.ch troubled Lewis infinne'y, whrretcre 
ul-Y having called the Aſſemb.y at Vellelle, 
£ #h:ch i a Place in Burgundy be comman- 


ae 
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acd Bernard Abvot of Clarayelle (who 
Was afterwaras numbred amo 7 the Saints) 
10 relate the Loſſes that the Chriſtian Dew- 
1109 had lately ſuffered by the Turks: which 
he having diſcreetly and eloquently done : the 
Kizg firſt of all kindl:d with © harity, tuok 
the Croſs, and prom ſel togrue Aid ty the 
Chriitian Cauſe ; Eleonore h:: Wife follor- 
ins him, and many the chief of the t rench 
Nobility cllized themſelvis by the ſame 
Vow. 
The ſame thing was done by the ſamc 
Lew, When he would make War with 
the Ezgl:jh, of which Rebcri de monte, 
under the Year 1175. about tle ſame} 
time, Lewis King of the French calicd uf 
Paris all the Barons of his Kingdom, that 
would obcy him. a14 with them 4eld aſecret 
Council abent his affairs , then the Conte of 
Flanders, i.e Core of Tebald, 1he Cor- 
ze of Claramonte, a»d many cthers ſwore | 
that on the day of St, John's F:aſ!, they fu 
would wih the young King paſs ov:r 1:0} 
England , and as much as thy were able 
ſubjett that Kingdom to him. And the (- 
theirs mho remarnd, (wore, Thit they wou'd 
carry an Army i:10 Normandy anl hs 


and their Power. 115 


th: places they £ould, waſte the Conntry , or 
bſiz7e Roan, wh ch they aid. 

Philip the auguſt, when John King 
of England was Excommunicated by 
the Pope, for having Eanithed rhe B1- 
hops out of his Kingdom, did as the 
former ; being moved with Chriſtian 
Leal, for that reaſon, wage War againſt 
the Englith,as G#azuz7 lib. 6. under Ph;- 
/p rhe auguſt reports. This being the 


late of Aﬀans 1n Ergland \ 47 A(ſembly 


14 held at Soiſlons, :n nhich the Duke 
f Brabant was preſent, where iwzs con- 


Gilded an Enterp-:ſe worthy of rhe King to 
ro make war in England, and reftore the 
Biſbops to their Chu:c5;s, 


Thus alſo did Les rhe Father of the 
faint, when he would make war agiinſt 
he 4/5egen[-s, as was ſhewn betore, and 


Ji would be ſuperfluous to repear. 


And Saint Lew: alſo when together 


Jvith h s People, ar rhe Exhorrtation of 
J': Pope, he took the Crofs, and en- 


raged tor the Holy war: Cuaznuin,ib.7, 
Inder St. L-wis. Wherefore having call'd 
he Council of all the Kinzdorr, and ihe Le- 
we with a leng ſpecch, had cgencd the 
DD f. = 
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ſtate of the Chriſtian Affairs in Syria , all 
with equal Deſires imbracing th: Canſe of 
th: Faith, together with the King, adornd 
themſelves with the ſign of the Criſs. 

And Yhilip of YVa/o;s having alſo pro- 
poſed to be in at the holy League, of 
which Gnaguz ſpeaking of the Marri- 
age of his fon Job, lib. 8. undec » v.- 
/ p of Yalors, The Marriaze being cel: \- 
ied, and an Aſjrmbly made of many Prieſis, 
and Primates ai Faris Philip eff.7ed 10 20 
f0: Hieruſalem, and to leave the Chavee of 
the Kingdom to John his Sen of 14 wears of 
ag', and ther:fore prayed theſe that were 
preſet to «be1 his $94;.: and,if that he ſhould 
ay m ths Fxpcditio”, that to his $03 ih:y 
would preſerve their Fath Ard the Oath 
beirg taken as Philip dcfirel, be d [miſſed 
tae Aﬀſemtly. | 


The power of the Statrs in Conſenting Or 
Diff: Wt, ar jrom the TIE of Acw Tax:s 


WW! hent ric: fy. 


T* E Third kcad which is as 1t were 
linked with rhe former ; is when 
new TaxXcs are to be levied withour oc- 

caon 
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aſton becauſe Kings being as has been 
ften repeated , choſen for the Preſer- 
ation and Defence of the people , 
hich thar they may be able ro do,and 
lo preſerve their Majeſty, from 
thence their Reputation ariſes, and O- 
rdjence to their Commands; tis necelſ- 
ry that they have {trengrh and means; 


1d thetcfore rhe people having with 
ie Eletion affigned them over the 


” oyalRights, which are the Dominions, 
of 8 Tributes, and other publick In- 
of (ns The Kings ought to be content 
»; With theſe And not without occaſion 
1/1 Praiſe new Taxes, to the Detremenit 


[their Liege people, and contrary to 
te Intention of their Truſt. And for 
at Reaſon. The Kings have been ac- 
tomed , every time that they were 
ceſſitated to lay new Taxes on the 
ople to call the States ; to let them 


7 ow the neceſlity , , which for the 
ſervation of the publick, conſtrains 
em to theſe Impotitions, and (having 

ire ven the Neceſſiry . and Advantages 

on FF ariſe from rhe Taxcs ) ro have - 
tir Conſent : which, however, ought 


F3 1 Fo 
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to be ſoberly underſtood ; for as a wiſc 
Phyſician who underſtands the ſtare of 
his patients Body, will apply thoſe Re 
medies which are necetlary, withou 
asking his Leave, and will force him 
though by cutring off a Limb, to ſay 
his Life. So there happening a nece 
ſity unforeſcen, and urgent, that cithe 
will ſuffer no delay, or which ough 
nor, for ſome time to be divulged; inf 
ſuch Caſes the King without the States 
and indeed, whether the States will on 
no, may lay new Impoſitions,and makG 
all other neceſſary proviſions by th 
abſolute Power that he has to rule, anc 
preſerve his State, and Subjedts. Ke 
not being able ro govern or detenc 
them well without the neceſſary forces 
And therefore for the like Occaſions 
'The People in his Eleftion, with the 
power of Government, have alſo tran 
terred the Power to do that, withou 
which rhe Power of good Governmen 
cannot be execured Bur that rhe Kings 
where there is not that Neceſſity, hav 
called the <rates to have thei 
Conſent, as in a matter yery _ 
c 


't 
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ſew examples may be ſufficient. 
philip the Auguſt, intending for the 
holy VVar, that he might have the 
means, made a Demand to the States, 
15 Guagnin tells us, lib 6. under 7 hil:p 


vel the Auguſt. Money being wanting for fo 
el creat an Enterpriſe; the Kimg having called 
he the Biſhops ard the Nobility to Paris; deman - 


ded of them to grant the Tenth of-the Revs- 
we of the Chiirch;which was called theTenth 
 Saladin : 4nd Philip the fair, when Fe 
would make War againſt the Flemmings, as 
YGuaguin witnelſeth, /ib. 7. under Philip 
Wb: far. © Then the Flemmings rebel- 
ling, Engnrerand de Marign!, Who toge- 
Y' ther with P-:/ip governed the King- 
'dom, having called before the King ;. 
<5 the people of the Cities, of the Kitg- 
nSY'dom ;-and having, before the King di- 
A ſcourſed many things concerning the 
ny'trequenr Rebellions of the Flemmings, 
uFF'in the End demanded of theAudience, 
eng wherher, for the War the King was 
25 preparing againſt them, they would 
1 give Mony : who anſwered, That the 
cM Kings Afairs ſhould nor fail of their 
, WM Help: for which Enenerayd having 
c H 4 gt- 
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* given the People thanks, receivd a 
* great Impoſt for the Payment of the 
* Souldiers. 

And King 1h for the Engliſh War,as 
the ſame Guazrnin hib. 9. under 10bn of 
Valcts. © 70hn being return'd into France, 
* had Care to apply his mind to the Bu- 
* fineſs of the Warr, and for that end to 
* get a Sum of Mony together ; which 


* that he might do, he call'd the Prin-. 
* cipals of the Kingdom, and by the | 


* Conſent of all, every year 30000 So]- 


* dicrs were promiſed him, to be main- | 


*tain'd at the peoples Charge. 
And the ſame 104z being Priſoner in 


England, after many Seditions that tol- | 


lowed in the Kingdom , eſpecially at 
Parzs , Charles his Son relied purely on 
the States,as Guagun relates in the ſame 
Ib.g. * It being hoped in thoſe daies, 
' that the ſtates ſhould again be conve- 
* ncd at Pars, Charles made the Afſemb- 
' Iy at compregue, where, for the raiſing 
* of Soldiers. and recruits tor the war, 
* and for the Commonwealth, the ſame 
* form was obſerv'd, that the Compag- 
* nians had agrecd on amongſt them: 
ſelves: 
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'felves : that is to fay, That for rhe 
'Cities and Lands of the Kingdom, eve- 
'ry ſeventieth head {ſhould furniſh a 
man of Arms,and for the Villages and 
'pen Places , _ hundred free men, 
'one footman ; and every 200 fervants, 
'one; the Clergy ro pay.their Tenth ; 
'and the Nobility for every 100 4. In- 
'come 100 5s. for which Payments, Col- 
letors were appointed by the People, 


I cxcepr for the Tenths,ot which Charls 


* might difpoſe for his dayly occaſtons 


Fat plcaſure. 


And the ſame Charles after thar, his 


I father being dead, he was ingag'd in 


many Warrs , healſo had recourſe un- 
to the ſtates: Grnazum lib g. under 
Charles 5. ©By reaſon of theſe ftreights 
* which rhe Wars broughr him to, ſee- 
'ing neither his Exchequer nor his 
'Treaſury were ſufficient to ſupply him 
*for the Wars, an Affembly being cal- 
' led at Pars; by a common Vote it 
' was reſolved by all, that for the dar 
'ly expence of him and of the Dau- 
' phin , the King Jhould every year 
' haye 12 fſols tor cach pound of Salr 
thar 


122 Of the States 

* that ſhould be ſold. And for the Ne- 
* ceſſities of the war, and payment of 
* the ſoldiers;the landed men,and thoſe 
* that had perſorial Eſtates ; each four 
*franks; and the Husband man, one 
* frank and an half eyery year : beſides 
* an Impoſt upon Wine to be ſold, tor e- 
* very Veſlel of Wine call'd an Hogſ- 
* head, the buyer to pay 30s.for wine to 
* be vended by retail, the vendor to | 
* give the fourth part to the King : for | 
*wine brought to Paris, if French, 125. | 
* for a Hoglhead to be paid by him that } 
* brings it; and if other Wine, then to le | 
* paid double. , 
| And from one ſingle matter of Fad | 
the Juſtice of this head may be proved: | 
King 70bz being Friſoner , had tor his | 
Ranſom reſigned over Aqu.tatn to Ez- | 
ward King of England, whoſe fon Edward | 
Prince of Wales the Governour of Aqu.- | 
tain, being return'd from the VVars in 
Spain, extreamly in debr, oppreſt that 
Province with many and unuſual Taxes 
and ExaCtions. Hereupon the I cople 
appeal'd to King Chayles the fift, the 


Cauſe was examined, and found jull , 
Way 


C8 
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was receiv'd, and committed to r'e 

Parliament at /4r# , thither was the 

Prince cited, and not appearing, war 

declared againſt him: the Caſe is me- 

morable, and we find it in Fro:ſ[ard, 

whete, having ſaid, thar the Lords of 
Gu-(cozne would not conſent to the Im- 

poſition, but complaind of it to the 

King of France, as a Grievance that 
they would have redreſſed, he proceeds, 

ft. vol. 246. © By Reaſon of which Ap- 
* pea}, the prince was exceeding angry; 
*and anſwered to the contrary, that 
*rhey ought to have none: and that 
* when theſe lands were yielded to his 
*Lord and Father by the King of 
* France, then were all Appeals, and all 
* the Juriſdidtions whatſoever likewiſe 
* made over to him : as was ſufficiently 
* evident by the Treaties and Inftru- 
* ments f the peace in which this par- 
* ticular was thy and expreſly menrio- 
' ned. And the Depuries for the Peace 
had nor reſcry'd any one Article of the 
* Appeal to the King of France. To 
* this the Guaſcoxs reply'd ,, That then 
*jt was not in the lower of the King 


* of 
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* of France, nor had ever been, to ex: 
* clude them from an Appea], without 
* the Conſent of the Prelates, and Bar- 
* rons of the Cityes, and of the good 
* Lands of Guaſcozne, that they never 
* had ſuffered it, neither were it to be 
* done, would they ever ſuffered it : be- 
*cauſe that would be to engage the 
* Kingdom of France continually in 
*warr, on theſe Terms ſtood the Prin- i 
* ces, and Barons of Graſcoigny, and Ii: 
*ev'ry one ſaying, They had good right 
* maintained their own Opinion , and I}: 
* with the King of France at Pars, were i 
* all theſe, rhe Conte of Armignac, the IF, 
Lord 4'Alebrer, the Conte of Porizeux, I. 
* the Conte of Cominges,and many other }F, 
* Baron of Gnaſcogny, who continually F, 
*with great caic inform'd the King of F, 
* France, that the Prince by his Pride I}, 
* and Preſumprion would impoſe upon c 
* them, and lay unjuſt Burdens on their F, 
* lands, which things they would never |}. 
* ſuffer him ro do. And rhey ſaid, re- }F, 
* monſtrating to the King, Thar to him | ' 


* they had appealed, and would that F: 
the 
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iche ſaid Prince of irvales be called 
'to the Farliament in the Chamber of 


'the Peers of Frazce , there to anſwer 
'for the Grievances and Trouble that 
he gave them. Now fot all that the 
'King of France entertained theſeLords 
aforeſaid , whileſt rhey thus ſought 
'for aid, and relief from him, as from 
their * overeign ; ſaying, That other- 


' wiſe they muit have recourſe to ſome 
g other Court, and fo he would looſe his 
JSigniory. Nevertheleſs he deſcended 
J' not ro their Demands bur very much 
J againſt his mind. And after having 
Jiold the great Importunity of the prin- 
Jcpal perſons of France :nd cſpecially 
Jot the Comte of Saint Pol, to the King; 


and that on this occaſion many Copies 
ofthe Treatics of peace were ſhown a- 
bout, and the affair ſufficiently canvaſ- 
kd, ir follows in cap. 247. * The _ 


J'of France was ſo much counſelled, an 


'exhorted by thoſe of his Council, and 


J ſapplicarcd with ſo much Inſtance by 
'theſe Guaſcons , that a ſummons was 
T torm'd and drawn to be ſent into 4- 
J' 14/1a:7, ro v1 arn the Prince of Wales to. 


* the 
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f the Parliament at Parr. And Guaguin 
lib.g. under Charles V. ſaith. © But the 
* Prince of Wales being returnd into 4- 
* quitain, obſtinate i 1 his perhdiouſneſs 
* againſt the French, and becauſe his 
Span hh Expedition had exhauſted his 
* Coffers, try'd to lay a new Impoſt 
* on every one in Aquitazre that polleſ- 
* ſed any goods, this Impoſt the French 
* called Focage, then having begun to 
* vex with gabells the -qu114n1ans and 
* the Gnaſcons, and evilly intreated the 
* principal perſons,the Comts of -rmie- 
* xar, lebret and Porizonx appealed to 
* King Charles, And a little after. W' 
* The Appeal of Comte 4rmiznac, and 
* of the other Primates of -4quitair,was Wb 
* by publick Decree, brought into the Wl! 
* Senate of Parliament, and reccived, WC 
* whilſt the King preſided there, and Fi 
* Orders diſpatched for Citing the WY": 
* Prince of Wales to Judgment. © Fl 
Some may apprehend, thar we might I 
here add for a fourth head, the De- We 
barcs about the Change of Religion, Wil 
according to what we have before cixed WV: 
gut of G. egory Tu onerfis and "— 
Fs 1, v/hen 


ab 
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when the great Clod1w2us was to receive 
the Chriſtian Faith , he declared he 
could do nothing rherein without the 
Conſent of his people, as he had firlt 
anſwered his VVite, who perſwaded 
him thereto, of which 27014, lib. r. 
c. 14. * But the King Clodovens celebra- 
'ting the Nuptials with great Pomp in 
'the City of $-7fo5,took for VViie the 
aforcſaid + 'roh:1d:;this Faithful joyn'd 
to an Infidel Husband, made it her 
(Care to bring him to the Faith; bur 
he denyed that ir was in his power, 
'confeſled thar he could nor leave the 
(Rites and Cuſtoms of the #re: ch, &c. 
But this Head will not hold, for that 
both King and Chriſtian People are ob- 
lig'd to the true God, and xo his Holy 
Catholick Church, to preſerve that Re- 
gion and VVorſhip which they recei 
red and promiſed at their Baptiſm, Re- 
on is not to be altered, being found- 
ed on that Corner-Stone, and eitabliih- 
ed by the Law of God, yet if through 
the Lukewarmneſs or Negligence of 
Paſtors, abuſes have crepx in, or Here- 
y troubled the Church;rthen rhe "—_ 
| | | | anc 
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and People may awaken the Paſtors, 
and with their advice reform the abu- 
ſes and ſuppreſs the Rereſyes. Thus 
did Pipin as may be feen in the Appen- 
dix tO eAimoinus; lib. 4. cap. 67. A 
Queſtion being ſtarted abour the Holy 
Trinity and the Images of Saints, be-W 
rwixt the Eaſtern and VVeſtern Chur-W 
ches, that is, betwixt the Romans and 
the Greeks; King Pipi» having called 
the ſtates, held a Synod upon rhe {aid 
Queſtion. 

Theſame Author reports the like off 
Charles the Great , upon the Account 
ofthe Fel:cian Hereſy, Cap. 85. of the 
ſame Book. And of Lews the pious, i 
when his ſon P:pin, King of Aquitain, ſſh 
had ſeiſed many goods of the Churches, Wt 
particularly of the Church of Saint 
German, in Pare , ib. 5. Cap. 13. how 
he called the States at 4quijzrare; more 
of this kinde may be ſcen in Gag, lib. 
7. under Lews, the father of the Saint, 
and in Paulus e-Emilins lib 7. under the 
ſame Lew, and in G#424in lib. g underſe 
Charles the VI. 


How 
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2u- How the States have the Power. 


us EL. | 
en- T2 underſtand in what Manner the 


4 States have their Power, tis neceſ- 
ly Mary that they have it either 'in each 
be-Warticular, or in ſome particults, or 


n all the Multirude, and in common. 
h every particular they have it nor, be- 
uſe, that before the Men were redu- 
ed into 4 — no man had other 
ower than to defend himſelf, ſelf 
reſervation being given byNature,and 
b every particular. Nor cari there be 
ny Reaſon, whereby, any particulars 
us, ter rhey are ſerled in a Society;ſhould 
in, Wave more Power than that which they 
es, ud before a ſociety. Nor could it be 
intÞpected that they thould, for if every 
ow Þne — had the Power of the 
orefflingdom in himſelf, no one would be 
lib. Wperiour to another , there would be 
nt, Fore Commands equal, nor would one 
chefibey another. And therefore nothing 
der ould enſuc,as has been ſaid, butCon- 
uſion, and the Ruine of the Kingdom. 
The Power then 1s = particularly 

if 


ur- 
nd 


led 
41d 
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in cach particular , nor is it in ſom 
parti. ulars only, for ſeeing that ſom 
particulars only engroſled it not befo 
they cntred into a Society, no reafo 
can be alledged, why, now that the 
are in a Society, the L ower ſhould reſt it 
ſome particulars only, and not as wel 
1 others alſo. Therefore *tis not i 
ſome particulars. Yet that there ſhoulc 
be a Power, is neceſſary; for that other 
wile the Kingdom could not be ſuffci 
ent for it ſelf, could not puniſh Malefa 
ctOrs,nor repe|Enemies, nor preſerve its 
ſtate and Commonwealth.It then nece 
ſarily follows, that the power is not i 
each particular nor in ſome particulars 
as particulars,but in all as a Multitude 
and ſociety. Hence it ariſes, thar ſo 
often as any thing is to be done wit 
the Conſent of the States, the people; 
or multitude.ſo often *tis neceſſary that 
the States and people be aſſembled anc 
united together, nor will it ſuffice that 
every one particularly conſent. 
But becauſe as has been ſaid, neither 
ro conſult about the Government, noryl 


ro Adminiſter Juſtice, nor to. exert 
the 
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the other Charges, could the People 
wery day, and upon every occurrence 
ill meet and be united, *twas therefore 
jeceſſary, That they ſhould chuſe one, 
nd to him transfer their Power. 

It is manifeſt; That before the Electi- 
n, the States had the Power, in the 
cople, and in Common ; But that af- 
r the Eleftion, they have not in 
iemſelves any Power at all, and thar 
ie Power is all in their King,to whom, 
4 to their Prince and Head, at the Ele- 

Wion they transferred it. 


Whence the States have their Power. 


WEfore it has been ſhown that from 
19Þ Nature the States have their Soci- 
Wy and their Power, and the power of 
ansferring it to their Prince. Bur be- 
mſe whatſoever is of Nature, is of 
od; from God therefore both rhe 
ngs and the States have their Power. 
Furthermore, to Kill a man, is for-_ 
den by Gods Law, therefore no pri- 
te perſon may upon any Account, exe 
Mt in his own Defence, kl anothet 5 
3 I though 


132 Of the States. 

though a Maletactor : But the State: 
before the Election of their King, anc 
he after the Eletion hath the power rai 
kill, in the Execution of Juſtice. Thq 
States therefore, and the King hav 
their Power from God, ſeeing non 
may derogate from the Law of God 
but a Power from God. This is atteſt 
ed by the Apoſtle Saint Pas/, ſaying 
There is no Power but of God, therefore w 
refiſteth the Power, reſiſteth an Ordinance « 
God ; and this all Kings confeſs, whe 
in their Titles they ſay, by the Grace off, 
God, &C. 


Why the States ought to be called. 


Lthough it partly appear fro 
A awe): -®. fad OT as real. 
ſons the States are to be Afſembled,ne 
vertheleſs, becauſe this is the moſt in 
portant of the Queſtions propos'd, 
will handle it more diſtin&ly , and mon 
at large, bur in the ſame Terms 
have hirherto uſed. 

Paſſing by then, what has been ai 
by Saiſelle in his firſt part of the Con 

moi 
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n-Wealth of France, and by Mariz!;- 
and Hoſprrale, and all others on this 
ject, I ſhall deliver only my own 
iſe. 
Wand ſay, that the Cauſes for which 
States ought to be Aſſembled are 
0, Neceſſity and Convenience ; for 
ceſſiry; ro do thoſe things, which 
out their Authoriry cannot be 
e: or for Convenience, to facilitate 
| clear the execution of rhoſc things, 
ich might be done, bur nor ſo con- 
ently and ſmoothly . nor yet ſo 
erdidly without the States. The 
ceſſity may be reduc'd under three 
ncipal heads, and the Convenience 
ler two. 
hoſe of Neceſſity are firſt, every 
& that ſomething 1s to be done, and 
Power is not transferred to the 
he ſecond, is every time that ſoame- 
g is to be done, which belongs ro 
power that is returned ro the 
tes abſolutely. 
e Third is, when fomerhing is to 
lone which concerns the Power rc- 
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turned to the States, not abſolute 
bur with reſtri&tion cither of perſo: 
of times, or of places. 

Thoſe of the Convenience are, fi 
to facilitate, and give ſplendour to t 
Deſigns and Actions of rhe King. 

The ſecond is,to take off the Calu 
ny and Hatred ſrom the King,and fro 
his principal Miniſicrs 

Under the firſt head of the Neceſſit 
are theſe Caſes, v:z. To choſe a Ki 
before an Election, to Conſent or D 
ſent to the Alienation of the Domain « 
the Crown, to enter into an offenſiy 
War, and to lay new Taxes without 
Acccllity. 


ExamPes for the firſt Head of Neceſſity | 


Har to Elect aKivg is cicar 1n 
{cIf ro conſent to the Alienation ( 
the Domain. for that we brought e 
ampſes before, which need not be rF; 
peated Bur fo: their Conſent to Ne: 
Wars and new Taxes, I will not om 

for the greater Evidence, to produdg 
ne 
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new Examples, co many others 
have been Cited already. 


Examples for theConſe1.t 10 anOffenſrveWar, 


AY be ſeen in on Yienne: ſis, 
ſpeaking of the War which King 
Pipin made rhe fourth time in /:quitary. 
And in the Continuator of Aim9inm , 
after the year700 andalittic aiter, when 
KY the ſaid - ip4+ went a5th.time into 14uz- 
DF cai-, lib 4. Cap.65. when the ſame / 7p2» 
11 went againſt a fur; for which three 
nfl Expeditions he held the States at ;- 
ut verſe, Orleans and Durir, the like may 
be ſeen in the ſame Book, Cap. 67. 
when that King held the States ar 6ez- 
[iy tiles, and a little after, when he held 
; them at Camparne, tor the ſame ſce alſo 
in Reginon Prunrenſis under the year 760, 
and under the year 763, aud alſo 766. 
and to the ſame effect !{»{per7enſis under 
the year 763, andelſewhcre under the 
year 767 and 765. 
And that Ch ./es the Great followed 
the Steps of his Father P::1-, 18 atreſt- 
ncy cd by the Cominuator ot . /,:0;;2u5 Lib, 
: [ +þ | &; 


I 
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4. Cap. 69. 0. 91. 93- 94. 77. bs. 
89. 90. and 1co. And of the ſame 
Charlemagne, Adon Vienne; ſis after the 
year 779. And Feginmon under the year 
717. and in another place, under the 
year 795 and in the year 800, and clſc- 
where under the year 812. And Ur- 
ſpergenfis under the year 98 2.and under 
the year 795, and alſo under tre year 
808, and und:r the year 799. 

And that Z:ns the Pious took the 
ſame courſe with his Father and Grand- 
father, may be ſeen in the Continuator 
of Aimoinus, lib 4. cap. 106. 107. 109. 
"ITO, TIT. 22S, 


I have only directcd to the Authors, | 


that I mighr nor be too tireſome by the 
repetions, which otherwiſe could nor 
have been avoided, but to the former 
may be added Guagnin lib. 6. under 
P-:{ip the Avguſt, and lib 8. under Phi- 
lip of Valois, when he made War againſt 


the Flemmings,and after,!ib.codem,when | 


he went againſt the Englb, 
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Examples of the States Conſent to lay nem 
3 8X08. - 


O prove that, to lay new Taxes, 
the conſent of the Kingdom is ne- 
cellary, many Examples have bin 
brought before, yet we will inſtance in 
two more, the one of Charles the V. 
then when he was Dolphin; and the 
other of Charles VI. 

Of Charles (who was afterwards the 
V.) his Father King 04», being a Pri- 
ſoner in England, and he, by the Sedi- 
tions of the Pariſians, gone from Paris; 
Thus G#azuiy, lib g. under Fohn of YVa- 
lois. But the Parifſtans not enduring with 
a quiet mind the abſenſe of Charles, gneſ- 
frag that he would one way or other Correct 
their obſlinacy, endeavoured to appeaſe him, 
promiſing him money and af/iſtance, and 
Charles as was convenient, received them 
willingly into Favour, and permitted them 
another Aſſembly at Paris, not then of all 
the Kingdom, but of ſome Citirts only, and 
Charles berng returned to Paris, and thoſe 
Aſſembled who had Orders, nuthins of Mi - 

ment 


% 
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ment paſſed, becanſe it was not lawful for a 
few to determine of what coxccrs d the whole 
Common-Wealth, 

And of Charles the VI. who wanting 
Money, after another Sedition at Pary, | 
had recourſe to the States; the ſame 
Guazrutin in the ſame Book under Ch :7les | 
VI. Becauſe thers was occaſion for money, | 
the King cauſed the Princ!pals to be Aſoem- | 
bled, thinking that the publick niceſſicy b:- | 
ing knowy, none woald deny help to the 
Wretc'ed Eſtate. But thoſe who were 4|- 
ſenibled, anſwered, That thty had noother | 
Command from thoſe who ſent them, but to | 
Hear and Report, wherefore the Kino Com- 
w.1nded them to go back with Speed, and 
having learnt what would be cone, that they 
ſhould return to hm at Pointou, but it was 
with one Voice reſolved by all, rather to run 
the hazard of Death, then to ſuffer the Im- 
poſition of new Gabelr, and [nbject thim- 
elves 10 a ſerwile Condition, 

The firſt Example ſhows,that neither 
the King alone, nor the King with the 
Conſent of ſome perſons can lay new 
Burthens upon rhe Publick. And the 
{cond ſhews, that neither can the De- 
purics 
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puties of an Aſſembly conſent to new 
Impoſitions, unleſs impowered thereto 
by the Pcople who ſent them. 

Which yer is to be underſtood, when 
therc is no urgent Neceſlity, either by 
Invaſion from Forcign Enemies, or by 
Inteſtine Rebellion at home, which will 
admir of no delay, for in ſuch Caſe, 


_ the King may lay Taxes without the 


States, not only with the Conſent of a 
few, bnt even againlit the Will of the 
States, as has been aid. 


The Caſes under tne ſecond head if Neceſs- 
ty, depending on the power that 1s abſ. 
lutely returned to the States. 


Heſe Caſes in which the States 
ought to be Aſſembled, are, to De- 

poſe the King, who is uncapable, who 
has been declared ſo as aforclaid, and 
has no Succeſlor, and to Ele& a New 
King , if the King is uncapable, and 
yer has a Succeſſor who is uncapable 
tor ſome time, to appoint a Regeut for 
the Kingdom, during the uncapacity, it 
the King is uncapable for ſome time, 
| and 
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and has no Tutor, or has ſeveral who 
cannot agree, and fo render themſelves 
uncapable, To give the King a Tutor 
and a Regent for the Kingdom. 
Examples of the firſt we have ſhown 
in Charles the Groſs, of the ſecond in 


Charls VI. of the Third in Clothariss JI 


and in Clodovens IT. and in the aforcſaid 
Charles VI. 


 Unier the Third Head of Neceſſity. 


HE Caſes are, if there be many 
who pretend Right to the Succeſ]i- 

on of the Crown, to Declare to whom 
the Crown is due-: It the Queen is with 
Child, and thereby for ſome time the 
Succeſſion uncertain ; to Declare the 
Regent of the Kingdom, during the un- 
certainty. If there are more Kingdoms 
and more Succeſſors, and they diſagree 
about rheir Succeſſions , to Aſſign to 
each the Kingdom he ought to Govern. 
Under this head, Examples of the 
firſt and ſecond Caſe we have in Ph/'p 
the Long, againſt Foa» Daughter of 
Hutin, aiter the Death of the ſaid Hu- 
tin, 


IR oro wx WH Oy M5 5 Tx... _ 
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tir,and in zo his Son, who lived eight 
days: and in Philip of Ya'ois againſt £4- 
ward III. of England, after the Death of 
Charles the fair, of the third Caſe in 
Sigebert and Clodovews Il.after the Death 
of Dagobert T. and in Car/oman and Char- 
[emazne after the Death of their Father 
Pipin, and of this and the former head, 
t he Teſtimonies have been produced be- 
fore, and need not be repeated. 


Unaer the firſt head of the Convenience, to 
facilitate and give luſtre to the Deſigns 
and Aitions of the King. 


Ween the States are to be called on 

this Head, the Caſes are ſo many 
that to avoid Confuſion, I ſhall ſer chens 
down ſeverally, with the examples, by 
this firſt Head then rhe States are to be 
Aſſembled when the King rakes upon 
him the Kingdom, when he is Crown'd 
and takes the Adminiſtration of the 
Government, to this effe&t we read of 
Lewis the Pious in the continuator of 
Aimoinus, lib. 5. cap. 10. and in Otho 
Frifingenfis ib. 5. cap. 33. in Goafrey 
Wt 
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wterbienſis, part 17. and in Uſpergenſis 


under the year $14. 
And the ſame Lew:s having been De- 
pos'd, thought himſelf not fully re- 


{tor'd, without a publick Aſſembly, of 


which the continuator of Aim2., lib, 
5. cap. 16. | 

Of Charles the Groſs when he took 
upon him the Kingdom, the like may 
be ſeen in Rezinow under the year 884. 
and in Sizebert Gemblacenſts under the 
Year $85. 

To this purpoſe of Lewis the Stam- 
merer , the continuator of 41707 5 
writes lib. 5. cap. 39. 

Thus did Lewis the Groſs, of whom 
Guazuin lib. 6. under the ſaid Lenzs, 
and alſo Charles VI. as the ſame Authot 
Witneſleth, lib. 9. 


Sccondly, the States are tobe called to De - 
clare the Succeſſors and have them 
Crowned, 


TH US King Szigebert being ſlain, 
Duke Gondabld the principal per- 
ſonages of the Kingdom of Auſtraſza, 


Call- 
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cauſed his Son Chil debert to be decla- 

red King in a full Aſſembly, of which 

Gregory 1 aronenſis lib. 5. cap,i. and 4:- 

. WU 1moinw lib. 3. cap. 14. 

f In like manner Dazobert the firſt had 
his Sons declared Kings, as » 41min 
witneſleth, lib. 4. cap. 26. and in ano- 
ther place having faid, that Dgobert to 
confirm the Donations, which he had 
ſormerly made to ſeveral Churches, by 
the conſent and ſubſcription of the At- 
ſembly, and of his Sons S:gebert and 

 Clodoveus, whom he there declar'd 
Kings lib 4. cap. 30. and Regizoz un- 

J der the year $12. 

Y Of Les the Groſs, who made his 

q Son Lew; be Crown'd, the continuator 

q of 4:m0inw lib, 5. cap. 51. 

And of Lews the younget who. 

q would have his Son 7h:lip ſo Crown'd, 

J Robert de Monte teſtifies under the year 

J 1176, 


| Third 7, 
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T Lirdly, being many Kingdoms and many 
Sxcceſſors to Declare which is every ones 
proper Kingdom. { 


9, a 
QgO did Charles the great, as the con- Ws 
tinuator of 4iminns Witneſſeth , 

ſpeaking of him, when hedeclar'd his Et, 
Sons Lews, Pipin and Charles Kings, lib. W;1 
4. Cap. 94. and cap. 101. Eginbart in the Wc: 
life of Charles towards the end, .A4dom WP 
Viennenſis under the year $13. Reginon 
under the year 806, of the firſt Decla- WF! 
ration and Diviſion of the Kingdoms, 
and in another place under the year 
$13, ſpeaking of the ſame Charles, ( 
and Yſpergenfis repeating very near the 
ſame words with £g:nha-t in the deſcrip- 
rion of Charles the Great and elſewhere, 
under the year $806, and in another | 
place under the year 713. 

The ſame was done by Lews the 
Fious.,, of whom the continuator of 
Atmoin, lib. 4. cap 109. and lib. 5. 
cap 17. And O0tho Friſingenſis ſpeak- 
ing of the ſame Lews lib, 5, cap. 33 and 


Lr- 


Urſperzenſis almoſt in the ſame words un 

' Bl der the year $17. 

f And Lothairins followed his Fathers 
footſteps, when reſolving to be a Monk, 
and to forſake the VVorld, he called the 

* EStates, and to his Son Lewry gave 1taly, 

| Wand cauſed him ro be called Emperor; 

* Wto hi: Son, who bore his name, he gave 

- Ethe Kingdom called after him, and to 

> charles the youngeſt, the Kingdom of 

| 7 rovence. Reeinon under the year $55. 


Fourthly, at the Creation of the principal Offi- 
cers of the Kingdom. 


ON that occaſion the States were Afſ- 
ſembled by ©lotharizs I. as may be 
cen in 4imo2us lib 4 cap. 33. 

And by Lewis Pious, as the continua- 
tor of .-imoinus, lib. 4. 119. and lib. 5. 
Feap. 5, 11. 

And by Charles the Bald, as in the 
\ppendix to A4imoinus appears, lib. 5. 
ap 32.and in Rez;0n under the year 760: 


K Ffth- 
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Fifthly, being to 70 ont of the Kingdom,to de- 
clare his Reſolution, and to appoint a Re- 
gent. 


Fe this end Charles the Great made a 
Convention of the States, of which 
the continuator of 4;m91nns, lib. 4 cap. 


73. and cap. go. and Urſpergen(is under ſo 


the 780. 
So did {harles the bald, as in the ſame 
Appendix to Aimoinus appears, I.5.c.z5. 
And Pi:lip of Yaluw, as may be found 
in Guaz?7, I. 8. under Philip of Yalos. 


dom 


( N this Account the States were aſ- 

ſemblcd by Lens rhe-pious, as in the 
Appendix to Aimoinns, I. 4.c.114.6 1.5.c. 
. 


Seventhly, To make Laws. 


'T Hey were conven'd by Lews the pious 
as the continuator of Aimoinus te- 
ſtiſicth, 1.4.c.107. and Urſpergenſis almolt 


in the ſame words,under the year $19. 
$St- 


Sixtly. To provide for the Safety of the King-Þ 


and their Power. 147 


Seventhly. To diſpatch publick affairs , and 
what « important , and of advantage to the 
Kingdom. | 


] Hus the ſtates are called by Clotherius 
the II. as Aimoinus relates, 1.4. c. 15. 

By Lews the pious, as the Appendix 

o Aimoinus L4. c. 100. and elſewhere,c. 

14. & C£.116.& |; 5. C. 3. & C. 19. 

And by the chief of the Kingdom un- 

ler Lewis, fon of Lewis the ſtammerer, of 
Which rhe Continuator of Aimoinus l. C. 
By Pipin, as Alon Vienenſis under the 
Wear 727.Appendix roAimoinus [.4.c. 64. 
nd Reg:n0n under the year 657. Urſper- 
enſis under the year 757. Adon Yienenſis 
fer ,the year 9976. and by Charles the 
ald, as the Appendix to Aimoinus |. 5. 


31s 

ightly. To ſhew the Greatneſs of the King- 
dom at the Reception of Ambaſſadors, Mar - 
rlages, Oc. 


— » OO 


[HIS was praGtiſed by Charlemagne, a8 
may be ſeen in Reginon under the 
_ Fear-78 2. K 2 By 
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By Lew P:us, in the Appendix to 4i- 
20in, lib. 4. cap. 103. and cap. 109. and 
cap. 114. 117. and lib. 5. cap. 4, 


Ninthiy, To confirm the Minds of his Sub- 
Jeedts 19 Inſtant Dangers. 


TO this End they were Conven'd by 
Philip the fair, of which Guazin,lib, "Y 


7. under Ph:l;p the fair. Ca 
Tenthly, To protcet the Church. = 

c 

T fey were called by P;pir, as Reginonito 
relates under the year 760. cuſ 


By Lewis the Pious, as the cont. offikir 
Aim. |. 5. cap. 15. and 17. Urſpergenſir * 


under the year $19. Sta 
By Lemws the groſs, as the cont. of Ai-YArr 
moinmw lib. 5. cap. 49. Jped 
/ 


El:wenthly, To extirpate Hereſies. 


Hey were called by Charlemagne, and}j*- *< 

by Lew, Father of the Saint, bur offf, 1 

this we have ſpoken before,and ſhall not by | 
necd to repeat the Examples. q01x 
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Winder the ſecond Head of Comventence,which 
concerns the taking away occaſions of dif- 
content, and of Hatred to the King and his 
I Miniſters. 
, TH E Caſes wherein the States are 
Conven'd, are to reſtore and to re- 
form Military Diſcipline and Juſiice ; to 
' Emake Peace - to aſcertain the Bounds of 
* the Kingdom ; to Adminiſter Juſtice in 
Cauſes of great moment and Difticulry; 
and of great Perſons ; to Judge great Re- 
bels ; to Correct Princes and Potentartes, 
to divide ſeveral Kingdoms ; and to dil- 
cuſs the Cauſes of Divorce between the 
tYKing and Queen. 
5} To Reform Military Diſcipline the - 
States were called by Guntrann, when his 
-YArmies had miſcarried in the Spaniſh Ex- 
Ipedition, of which Greg.Turonen. |.8.c.30. 
And by Lens the Pious, as may be 
ſeen in the continuator of A/m#nx, hb. 
d84. cap. 436. 
To Conclude Peace they were Conven'd 
by the ſaid Lewrs, as in the ſajd Appen- 
Idix to Amr. |. 4. c.113. 
1 On the ſame Account they were call'd 
JÞy Lews the XI. as in Gnaznin hb. 10. 
under Lewes XI, K 3 T'o 
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To Aſcertain the Bounds of the King- 
dom, Lewis the Pious called them to ir 
Aqui(grane, as in the continuator of 4m, I FP: 
lib. 4- cap. 113. and in Urſpergenſis un-W P: 
der the year $25. | at 

To Adminiſter Juſtice in important cau- 
ſes, and of great perions, they were Aſ-}= ca 
ſembled by Dagorrt I, when Sadrageſi' Wl 15 
Duke of 4quta;n being {lain, his Sons} th 

did not proſecute the Revenge, of which 
eAimoinms lib. 4. cap. 28. th 
By /ipin in the Caſe of Waifar and Ta; 
filon,of which Reg. under the year 764. 
By Lews the Pious, as witneſleth the 
continuator of 4;m.lib. 4. cap. 102. 108, 
111. 114. and Urſper.under the year 823. 
To Fudge great Rebels, they were cal 
led by Charlemagne at Ingelheim, as ap 
pears in the Appendix to 4imoinw-, lib.4 
cap. 80. and in dos Viennenſis after the 
year 776.and in Urſp.under the year788 
By Lew the Pious in the Appendix tc 
Aim. 1.5. c.11.and 13. 
And by Charles VII. when the Duke 
of Alanſon had ſollicited the En2/iſh tc 
make a deſcent into France, in Gyuaznn.| 
lib. 10. under Char/cs VII. "0 
Td 
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To Corred the Princes, ſome famous 
inſtances of this kind, under Lews the 


Pious, by the diſobedience of his Sons 
Pipin and Lews, we have in the continu- 


| ator of Aimoinas, lib. 5. cap. 13. 17. 19. 


To divide the K11gdom the States were 
called by Lotharius and his Brothers, as 
is related by Sjgeb:rt Gemblacenſis under 
rhe year $43. 

To treat of the cauſe of Divorce betwixt 
the King and Queen, they were Conven'd 
by LZews the younger , of which the 
App. to Aim. lib. 5. cap. 53 

In all the aforeſaid Caſcs, though they 
might have been determined withour the 
States, nevertheleſs moſt prudently have 
the Kings, as has been ſhown, Conven'd 
the States, to the end, that they mighr 
be tranſacted with the greater ſplendor, 
that they might ſooner come to the 
knowledge of the people, that the peo- 
ple might more freely conſent, that the 
Reſolutions might more readily be execu- 


F ted, that all occaſions of Hatred and 


Calumny might be taken from them- 


ff ſelves and their Miniſters. 


K 4 Whoſe 
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Wnoſe Right it is to call the States. 


ficulty, that it would not necd ma- 

y words, did not at all times Faction, 
masking it ſelf under divcrs colours , 
ſometimes : f profit, ſomerimes of hone- 
{ty, ſtrain Yael | in the ſight of men to 
appear Juſtice ir ſelf. Therefore thar 
the effects of the one and of rhe other 
may be ſeen, following our method, I 
ſay; Thar to call the States when the 
Royal ſeat is full, and the King is capa- 
ble of Government, belongs onely to the 
King; if the King is uncapable, and has 
a Succeſſor capable, it belongs to the 
Succeſſor, But if the Succeſſor 1s alſo un- 
capable. it belongs to him who has, or 
who ought to have the Charge of the 
Kingdom. Therefore every time that 
any other whoſoever calls them, they 


'T His queſtionin ir ſelf has ſo lirtle dif- | 
n 


are not the States, but unlawtul meet- 


1ngs, and Seditious. 


That it is the Kinzs Right onely to call the 
States. 


THis « hen the King is capable, is evi- | 
+ dent by reaſon, tor that theSratcs | 


ought 


oy 
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ought to be called upon urgent affairs of 
the Kingdom, and concerning the Go- 
vernment thereof, but the Government 
of the Kingdom belongs ro the King on- 
ly, as has been concluded ; fo to the 
King it belongs only to call the States. 
This appears in all the Conventions a- 
fore-cited, that they were made only at 
the Kings Command. 

And this is ſo clear, thar when the 
King is certain, and can for his Age aſſiſt 
in the States, though he be a minor, and 
not Crown'd, yet are they call d in his 
Name, and he fits Preſident amongſt 
them, thi: was ſeen when the States 
were held at Toxrs under Charles VIII in 
the year 1483, and then the Speaker be- 
gan thus: Moſt High, and mojt Chriſlian 
«ing, our Soveret74 and natural Lord, your 
moſt Humble and miſt 0b. dient Subjedts, the 
D-puties of the three States of your Kingdom, 
and of the parts adjacent, for the ( lergy, the 
Neb:lity, and for the people of the (ommen 
State, here met by your Command and Order, 
appear, and in all Humiiity, Reverence and 
*ubjection, Preſent th:mſelves here before Yon. 
This was Printed at Pars in the Year 
1558. Thax 
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THAT the King being uncapable, the 
Succeſſor is to call the States,may be ſeen 
in Charls V, then when he was Dolphin, 
and his Father King job», a Priſoner in 
England, of whom G«azuin Lib.g. © Ir 
* ſeem d beſt to Charlr, after the Battail 
* was loſt, to retyre to Pars, where ha- 
* ving call'd, the Principals of the King- 
* dom, he expoſed the wretched Condi- 
* tion of his Father, with great Sorrow of 
* all in the Senate of Parliamenr, Pet: r 
* Foreſtas, Archbiſhop of Roay, and Chan- 
* cellor of France, ſpeaking for him : the 
like may be ſeen in many other places of 
the ſame Lib. 1. 

That the Succeſſor being uncapable, 
he who has the Charge of the Kingdom, | 
ought to call the States, we have an In- | 
ſtance in Madam Lo-ovica of Savor, when 
her Son King Francis was Priſoner, and | 
his Sons for want of Age uncapable, ſhe 
being left by the King her Son, Regent 
of the Kingdom, call'd the States. Herron 
Lib.7. under Fraxce the firſt. 

When He, who ought to have the 
charge of the Kingdom has call'd them, 
we may read of Duke Gundibald in Gre, 
Turoacnſts. Lib 5. Cap.1. And 
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And after the Death of Lewy the Stam- 
merer, in the Appendex ro Aimoinus. Lib, 
5. Cap. 39. And at the Declaration of 
odo Cap.41. We may add, our of what 
Caſſancus at large proves,in hisCatalogue 
of the Glory ot the World. Part 5. Con- 
{ideration 196. That no City, or Partj- 
cular Socicty of a Kingdom, though they 
have common incoms, and would meet 
for their Particular Intereſt, yet can they 
not meet without the Leave or Privi- 
ledge of the King. The Reaſon is plain, 
becauſe otherwiſe they might eaſily 
make Aſſemb'ies, and unlawful Conven- 
ticles to the Prejudice of the Kingdom,as 
experience has too often ſhown. Thus 
Meeting by their own Authority, they 
depoſed their Lawfal King (#1/arick Fa- 
ther of the Great (lodowens, aS in Gregory 
Turonen ſis Lib. 2. Cap. 12. And ſided 
with Lotharins againſt his Father Lews 
the Pious, as in Lib.s5. Cap. 14. 

So they took part with #ichi/de then 
Wife of { 4ar/es the Bald, againſt Lewis the 


Stammerer, as in theAppendex to 41met- 


ns Lib.5.Cap.36.and againſt his Sons as 
in the ſame Book, Cap 39. 


The like Seditious proceedings againſt 
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Lewy 
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Lewis Hutin may be read in Guaguin,Lib.7 
And againſt Charles the fifth, Lib.9 
Now ſecing from the place above-cited 
and from the like that may be produced, 
it4s manifeſt that ſo often as the States, 
cither in general or particular, have bin 
Aſſembled by other Authority than thar 
of the King, or of him who had the Ad- 


miniſtration of the Kingdom ; ſo often 


have always followed the Depoſition of 
the Lawfull Kings, or Conſpiracy to de- 

ofe them: *tis therefore, out of doubr, 
that thoſe who with Threatnings, and 
Arms, would force their Kings to call the 
States, feck not a Lawtful Aſſembly of 
them, bur under a pretext plauſible to the 
Peoples Ears,ftrive treacheroully to em. 
broyl the Kingdom, in Troubles, in Se- 
ditions, Contuſion of all Orders, the 
Subverſion of Juſtice, and of the Kingly 
Power, ſo to weaken the Force of the 
Kingdom it felt, and make themſelves 
Patriots, and Protectors, till they abſo- 
lutely uſurp the Crown. 

Here it might be enquir'd, whether the 
King by Cuſtom ought often to call rhe 
States. And whether it would be well, 
or not, that the States were frequently 


call'd 
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call'd. Bur becauſe theſe queſtions fall 
not under what we propos'd, we ſhall 
onely ſhow, Thar the Kings were never 
by Cuſtom bound to call the States; And, 
That to call the States is wholly againſt 
| the Conſtitution of a Kingdom. 


Whether the Kings are by Cutom to call the 
States. 


A Echough, indeed, we find in many 
Authors, that the Kings about rhe 
Deny of May, every year were Wont 
ro Aſſemble the States, yer Sgebert Gem- 
blacenſis ſhows, that the yearly Conven- 
tion of the States was cauſed by the ſub- 
tlety and craft of the great Maſters, who 
having got the Kingdom into their 


Hands, to indulge the Weakneſs of thoſe 


Kings and to Cajole the people, they 
made thoſe once a year enjoy the ſha- 
dow of greatneſs and Majeſty Royal, and 
to theſe once a year ſhow'd the Effiges 
of their King; And after for the reſt of 


the time, kept the Kings buried in floath, 


and Commanded the people at Will. The 
Words of $S1g:bert, are in Englith thus, 
Under the Year 662. * Then the Kings 
* degenerating from their wonted Man- 
hood 
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hood and Prudence, the Power of the 
* Kingdom, was managed by the great 
* Maſters, and the Kings ruled only in I n: 
* Name; who were wont to be Princes | h: 
* by Blood, but did nothing, nor diſpos'd | ir 
* of ought, unleſs it were to Eat and | a: 
*Drink withour Meaſure, to ſtay .at I cc 
* Home, and on the Calends of May to ft 
* come in view of all the Nation, to ſa- f b 
* lute, and be ſaluted; to Give and to re- 
* ceive Gifts. and Obedience: and then to 
* be alone till the next May. 

The Truth of this many Kings have 
ſhown, who have rul'd with Prudence, 
and Valour, and therefore never conyend 
the States; as, Faramond, Cludion, Mero- 
vee, Childerick the firſt, 0:ho, Hugh Capet, 
Robert, Henry the firſt, Lewis XII, Hevry 
the ſecond And the others, who did 
call rhe States, call'd rhem not by Cu- 
ſtom, bur becauſe the Occurences ſo re- 

uir'd. When the King had a Mind to 

; xy what, withour the States could not 
be done, or the eaſe Execution whereof 

depended on the inclination, and good 

will of the People, there that the Kings 
might Compaſs their ends without dit- 
ficulty, they call'd the States. Be- 
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Beſides that, ſome hundred of years 
paſs'd, before the Parliaments and ordi- 
nary Tribunal, where the people mighr 
have Juſtice, were rd : and it be- 
ing therefore needful that the people, 
as well to obtain Juſtice, as to have ne- 
ceflary proviſions in all occurrences , 
ſhould have recourſe to their King ; and 


becauſe the Kings were continually, en- 


gag'd in Warrs, and ſometimes were both 
Kings and Emperours, and ſo forced to 
be now in 1taly, now in Germany, now in 


Spain, and now in other Provinces of 


their Kingdoms, that the people could 
not always have their preſence. Where- 


fore the _ ro remedy this inconve- 


nience, publiſhed ar certain times, the 
places, whither they call'd the States:nor 
tor Cuſtom bur fgr neceſſity ; and thar 
the people might know where to have 
their preſence, ro obtain Juſtice, and pro- 
poſe their Deſires : And alio that rhe 
Kings, when Willing to have their Ad- 
vice; might with their Advice decide the 
Arduous Cauſes, and order the more im- 
portant affairs of the Kingdom Where- 
tore, /ipir, Charlemain, and Lows the Pi- 
ous, 
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ous, who by their continual Wars, had 
continual need of the Convention of the 
States,and were in continual Motion, cal- 
led them not once only, but vety often 
twice, and thrice a year ; as may eaſily be 
obſery'd from what we have cited in this 
Book. 
That to call ths States is contrary to the Chy- 
 ftitation of a Kingdom. 
6 having before been ſhown, that by 
the difficulty of Meeting together, the 
People were defrauded of that benefit 
which grows from a Society, and from 
the Power of it: and that therefore Na- 
ture with the inſtin& of Prudence, in or- 
der to bring them rogerher, had induced 
them to make EleCtion of a ſingle perſon; 
and in the Election of him, to transfer 
to him their Power, becauſe a ſingle pec- 
ſon may eaſily do that , which they, 
through the difficulty of bringing them- 
ſelves together, could not always effect. 
It neceſſarily follows that in convening 
the Stares, there is a relapſe to that in- 
convenience, for the avoiding of which, 
Kings are ele&ted, and inveſted with 
greatneſs, Majeſty, and Power Supreme. 
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